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Forwarded  as  inclosure  is  a  Combat  After  Action  Report  for 
Operation  Sam  Houston.  Operation  Sam  Houston  was  conducted  by  the 
4th  Infantry  Division  during  the  period  1  January  -  5  April  1967. 
Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations, 
and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 
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1.  The  attached  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  -  SAM  HOUSTON  is 
submit! 6u  fojr  the  information  of  all  concerned. 

S.-f'  &C* Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  started  on  1  January  196 7,  but  did  not  really 
get  going  until  the  division  crossed  the  NAM  SATHAY  River  in  mid  February.  Then, 
in  the  next  five  weeks,  the  division  had  nine  major  contacts  and  a  small  number 
of  contacts  with  NVA  squad  or  platoon  sized  elements.  It  is  significant  to  note 
that  in  each  major  contact,  enemy  tactics  were  of  the  same  pattern.  He  located 
the  battalion  fire  bases  and  kept  them  under  constant  surveillance.  When  the 
rifle  companies  moved  out  on  patrol,  the  enemy  would  keep  track  of  their  move¬ 
ments  through  the  use  of  small  reconnaissance  parties  or  trail  watchers.  His 
favorite  tactic  involved  a  procedure  of  reporting  movements  back  and,  at  a  time 
•and  location  of  his  choosing,  attempting  to  engage  a  rifle  company  while  it  was 
moving.  He  would  close  quickly  with  the  elements  of  the  company  before  support¬ 
ing  fires  could  be  effectively  employed.  He  would  simultaneously  attempt  to 
surround  the  entire  company  and  fragment  it  into  smaller  platoon  sized  pieces 
usjng  his  favorite  weapons,  mortars  and  large  numbers  of  snipers  in  the  trees. 
His  mortars  were  countered  with  artillery  and  air  and  his  snipers  by  small  arms, 
automatic  weapons  and  particularly  the  M-79  grenade  launcher,  a 


b.  In  every  instance  of  major  centact,  the  enemy  was  [hurt  severely. 

By  body  count  733  enemy  were  killed  in  action,  as  compared  to  1'55  friendly- 
killed  in.  action.  Unfortunately,  because  of  the  dense,  rugged  terrain  and  the 
vicious  close  fighting,  the  terrain  favored  the  enemy  and  US  firepower  could 
not  be  employed  to  its  full  advantage.  However,  the  body  count  of  enemy  dead 
does  not  give  a  true  picture.  Nearly  every  major  contact  was  broken  by  the  NVA 
after  dark  and  the  US  units  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  sweep  the  battle 
area  ’intil  the  next  morning.  The  NVA,  despite  the  defensive  concentrations 
placed  around  the  friendly  perimeter,  would  take  advantage  of  the  darkness  ard 
police  the  battle  area.  Therefore,  the  true  kill  ratio  cannot  be  determined. 


3.  Some  of  the  lessons  learned  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON,  ts  set.  out 
3n  this  report,  are  perhaps  variations  on  an  old  theme,  but  all  are  applicable 
to  the  enemy  situation  and  terrain  of  the  Central  Highlands,  All.  crc  i  iT.pOjT  wcijTit# 
enough  to  receive  continuing  attention  and  emphasis  in  this  area  of  operations. 
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T5IRU  ;  CouHuatwiiiig  General 

I  Field  Force  Vietnam 
ATTN:  AVF-CC-TNJ 
APO  US  Forces  96350 


TO:  Ccoinander 

U.S.  Military  Assistance  Cocmand,  Vietnam 

ATTN:  J343 

APQ  US  Forces  96243 


1.  (U)  NAME  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION:  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  -  Search 
and  Destroy. 

2.  (U)  DrtTJQ  OF  OPERATION:  010001  January  1967  to  052400  April  1967. 

3.  (U)  LOCATION:  SAM  HOUSTON  area  of  operation  is  shown  .at  inclosure 
1,  (Reference:  Map  VIETNAM,  Scale  :  1/250,000;  Series'  JOG  (G)  1501, 
Sheets  ND  48-8,  48-12, .49-5,  49-9  and  map  VIETNAM,  Scalu:  1/50,000;  Series 
L  7014;  sheets  6534  I  &  II;  6634  III  &  IV;  6437  I  &  II;  6537  I,  II,  HI, 

&  IV;  6434  I,  II,  HI  &  IV;  6525  I  4  II;  6635  IV.) 

4.  (U)  CONTROL  HEADQUARTERS:  Headquarters,  4th  Infantry  Division. 


5.  (U)  REPORTING  OFFICER:  Principal  commanders  and  senior  staff 
officers  participating  in  the  operation  are  listed  at  inclosure  2. 

6.  (0)  TASK  ORGANIZATION :  Inclosure  3, 

7.  (C)  SUPPORTING  FORCES: 


a.  Non-organic  and  non-attached  supporting  forces. 

(1)  7th  Air  Force. 

(2)  52d  Artillery  Group, 

(3)  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion. 
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(f*)  20th  ARVN  Psywar  Battalion, 

(5)  Det,  5th  Air  Commando  Squadron, 

(6)  Det,  245th  Psyops  Company,  PLE1KU. 

(7)  USAID,  PLL1KU  Province. 

(8)  JUSPAO,  PLE3XU  Province. 

(9)  GVH  District  Contact  Teams, 
b.  Artillery  Support. 

(1)  Direct  fire  support  to  the  maneuver  elements  was  provided 
by  the  attachment  of  the  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery  (105T)  to  the  1st 
Brigade;  4th  Battalion,  42d  Artillery  (105T)  to  the  2d  Brigade;  and  the  2d 
Battalion,  9th  Artillery  (105T)  to  the  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division, 
Reinforcing  and  general  support  fires  were  provided  by  the  5th  Battalion, 
16th  Artillery  (-),  the  organic  155/8-inch  unit  of  Division  Artillery, 

Units  of  the  52d  Artillery  Group  were  attached,  OPCON ,  and  general  support¬ 
reinforcing  4th  Infantry  Division  Artillery.  USSF/CIDG  were  supported  by 
positioning  175/8-inch  batteries  of  the  6th  Bautalion,  14th  ‘Artillery, 

OPCON  to  the  division,  within  or  adjacent  to  USSF/CIDG  camps  and  at  Oasis 
to  provide  fires  to  PLEI  ME.  Road  security  missions  were  supported,  when 
possible,  by  self-propelled  units  which  complemented  the  armorod  force 
normally  assigned  th±3  type  of  mission.  Two  batteries  of  SP  artillery 
from  the  3d  Battalion,  6th  Artillery,  and  one  battery  (105T)  from  7th 
Battalion,  13th  Artillery,  OPCON  to  the  division,  wore  in  direct  support 

of  the  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  on  highway  509.  A  provisional  organi¬ 
zation  consisting  of  one  battery  (105SP)  3d  Battalion,  6th  Artillery,  and 
one  median  battery  from  5th  Battalion,  16th  Artillery,  was  placed  OPCON 
to  1st  Battalion,  69th  /armor  on  highway  19  East. 

(2)  1st  Brigade  with  attached  artillery  deployed  from  the 
TUY  HOA  area  to  the  SAM  HOUSTON  AO.  Battery  A,  6th  Battalion,  29th 
Artillery,  closed  with  supported  task  force,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry, 
on  26  January  1967.  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery  (-)  with  brigade 
headquarters  and  two  infantry  battalions  entered  the  operation  on  20 
February.  Battery  A,  5th  Battalion,  16th  Artillery,  was  transhipped 
from  TUY  HOA  to  QUI  NHON  and  convoyed  to  the  operational  area,  closing 
on  24  February  1967. 

(3)  Headquarters  Division  Artillery  continued,  as  in  previous 
operations,  to  manage  artillery  assests  by  positioning  and  allocating 
artillery,  anti-aircraft  automatic  weapons,  radar,  searchlights,  and  metro 
station  and  giving  planning  guidance  for  employment  of  available  artillery. 
During  one  phase  of  the  operation  Division  Artillery  operated  a  combined 
forward  tactical  artillery  operations  and  fire  support  coordination  center 
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in  conjunction  with  the  division  forward  TAC  CP.  The  close  proximity  of 
the  many  maneuver  elements  operating  in  the  area  of  operations  required 
that  Division  Artillery  exercise  close  control  of  all  artillery  units 
operating  in  the  AO,  Further,  Division  Artillery  planned  and  programmed 
fires  for  both  organic  and  QPCON  general  support  and  reinforcing  artillery, 
providod  on  the  spot  fire  planning  guidance  to  artillery  units  deployed 
from  other  locales  to  the  division  AO  and  supervised  the  operation  of  the 
artillery  air  advisory  net  for  the  portion  of  the  aO  controlled  by  1st 
and  2d  Brigades. 

(4)  Task  organizing  the  'artillery  became  somewhat  more 
complex  during  other'  phases  of  the  operation.  There  were  instances  where 
battalion  sized  task  forces  of  one  brigade  were  operating  in  tho  area  of 
operation  of  another  brigade.  When  this  occurred  it  became  necessary  for 
the  Division  Artillery  to  assign  tactical  missions  to  units  already  favor¬ 
ably  positioned,  i.e„.  Battery  A,  4th  Battalion,  42d  Artillery,  which  was 
attached  to  2d  Brigade  was  placed  OPCON  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery,  and 
assigned  a  mission  of  direct  support.  In  another  case  it  was  necessary  to 
form  a  provisional  headquarters  that  could  bo  placed  in  direct  support  of 
a  separate  task  force.  This  was  accomplished  using  the  headquarters  of 
the  Division  Artillery  organic  general  support  battalion.  Division 
Artillery  continued  the  practice  of  forming  organic  attached  and  OPCON 
artillery  into  mixed  caliber  battalion  groups.  (See  inclosure  3,  Task 
Organization). 

(5)  Mutually  supporting  fire  support  bases  (FSB’s)  contain¬ 
ing  single  and  multiple  batteries,  proved  to  be  highly  successful.  The 
bases  were  positioned  to  support  one  or  more  of  the  patrols  operating  in 
the  area  and  permitted  the  massing  of  fire  from  one  or  more  bases.  Secu¬ 
rity  for  FSB’s  was  normally  provided  by  division  and  USSF/CIDG  resources. 

(6)  The  175/8-inch  FSB’s  at  New  PEEI  DJERENG,  Oasis,  and 
DUC  CO  proved  invaluable  because  from  these  bases  long-range  fires  of  the 
175  were  mutually  supporting  and  were  able  to  fire  along  the  CAMBODIAN 
Border.  These  fires  were  paramount  in  the  suppression  of  enemy  anti¬ 
aircraft  and  mortar  fire  and  in  heavy  harassment  and  interdiction  programs 
along  tho  border  areas.  long  range  175 ’s  also  proved  very  effective  when 
used  as  defensive  Tires  150-200  meters  to  the  flanks  of  personnel  protected 
in  bunkers, 

(7)  iTrtillery  metro  coverage  was  improved  during  SAM  HOUSTON 
by  return  of  the  division  metro  section  which  was  formerly  positioned  in 
the  TUY  HOA  area.  Electronic  and  visual  sections  operated  independently 
and  each  was  positioned  to  provide  local  metro  data  to  all  units  in  the 
division  AO. 


(8)  Counter-mortar  radars,  AN/MPQ-4,  were  used  effectively 
throughout  the  operation.  On  several  occasions  radars  were  airlifted  into 
forward  fire  support  bases  to  provide  coverage  along  the  CAMBODI/vN  Border. 
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Four  radar  sections  were  deployed  as  follows:  One  was  utilized  in  the 
Division’s  Base  Cump  Defense  system,  two  wore  employed  by  the  direct 
support  artillery  battalions  in  forward  areas,  and  one  was  retained  under 
Division  Artillery  control  to  cover  division  and  brigade  TAG  CF  and  New 
PLEI  DJEREKG  USSF/CIDG  camp. 

(9)  Ammunition  expenditure  for  SAM  HOUSTON* 

(a)  Forward  area. 


UNIT 

CALIBER 

AMOUNT 

4-42  Arty 

105T 

88,575 

6-29  Arty 

105T 

39,083 

2-9  Arty 

105T 

20,014 

3-6  Arty 

105SP 

23,675 

7-13  Arty 

105T 

4,328 

5-16  Arty 

155SP 

24,971 

8"  SP 

7,619 

6-14  Arty 

8"  SP 

10,977 

175SP 

7,672 

1-92  Arty 

155T 

218 

TOTAL 

227,132 

Base  camp. 

105 

1,896 

8" 

702 

155 

358 

4.2” 

261 

81mm 

298 

TOTAL  3.515 


GRAND  TOTAL  230,647 

(10)  Average  artillery  available  for  SAM  HOUSTON.. 


105 

66  TUBES 

155 

12  TUBES 

8" 

10  TUBES 

175 

6  TUBES 

TOTAL  94  TUBES 

(11)  Searchlight  missions. 

H  &  I  9,456 

On  Call  3.940 

TOTAL  13,396 

i 
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c.  Air  Support. 

(1)  Experience  gained  in  previous  operations  concerning  the 
utilization  of  close  air  support  (CAS)  was  carried  forward  with  success  in 

_ o  am  TiAiiC’mnv 

pciauiUli  UVUiJAUAV. 

(2)  Units  continued  to  use  the  tremendous  firepower  and  exose- 
in  targeting  available  from  the  fighter  aircraft.  CAS  immediate  requests 
supported  practically  every  contact-  of  the  operation.  Preplanned  strikes 
were  utilized  by  both  brigades  to  strike  known  and  suspected  targets  day 
and  night  throughout  the  AO.  The  use  of  preplanned  strikes  on  targets 
developed  by  visual  reconnaissance,  recondo  patrols  and  other  intelligence 
gathering  sources  constituted  the  majority  of  the  sorties  flown. 


(3)  The  following  table  indicates  the  CAS  requested,  flown, 
type  aircraft  utilized  and  results  of  the  strikes  during  Operation  S/1 
HOUSTON. 


Typ e  i  Req ;  Flown  |  Flown  '  A1E  j  B57  i  F4C  . F100  j  Navy  j  AC47  T .  Hut  s ;  Bunk- ;  AW/  Soc\ 
Mission  j  i  :  <  j  -USMC  ‘j  jers  ;AA  !Exp! 

! ,  i  !  i _ _  L  :  •  : _ :  t _ 'J  _ _ i _ i _ 

Est 

KIA 

61 

1  ■ — : — ” ”  - - '  ; 

FAC  j  196*  217  ■  473  ,106'  14 j  84]  269'  |t 

Immed  1  1  i  ‘  -i 

r  1  i 

36  ;  71  n  ;  24 

j  _ _4 - 

92 

1  •  ;  1  !  :  1  -  i  ;  1 

,  CSS  PP  i  332i  209  409  1  171113  279  1 

1  i  i  ■  _ '  ■  _ :  1  !  .  ■ _ J _ l 

•  ( 

1  2 

.  1  ... .: .  . , — 

r • 1 : •  1  • 

!  CSS  <  38  29  :  57  i  :  5 

1  Immed  !  !  '  i  ! 

i  ;  p 

52;  :  ; 

1  1  : 1 

•  i  '  i 

SPOOKY  j  76;  67  67  \  ( 

1  i  ;  !  ! 

:  67  j 

1  !  i 

i  !  !■ 

_ 1 _ 

■I 

176  1322  I20  !  43-153- 

(4)  The  damage  assessment  does  not  reflect  the  true  value  of 
the  CAS  used.  This  is  especially'  true  in  the  figures  for  enemy  killed. 
Assessment  of  strike  damage  is  often  difficult,  to  obtain  because  ground 
units  sometimes  do  not  enter  the  strike  area  until  hours,  or  even  days, 
after  a  strike,  if  at  all.  Strikes  on  the' majority  of  targets  must  be 
assessed  by  aerial  observers  tohose  observation  is  limited  because  the 
heavy. jangle  frequently  prevents  them  Ire®  seeing  the  ground. 

(5)  The  E-52  bombers  provided  another  source  of  devastating 

5 

CONFIDENTIAL 


COMP  I  DENT  i  AL 


AVDDH-GC  16  May  1967 

SUBJECT :  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCS:  tiACV  J>32) 

/ 0 

firepower  to  the  division.  A  total  of  31  of  B-52  strikes  were  flown  in 
response  to  division  requests.  (Inclosure  4).  The  raids  were  targeted  on 
locations  where  intelligence  indicated  locations  of  enemy  headquarters, 
base  camps,  units  and  fortified  areas.  The  psychological  impact  of  the 
strikes  on  the  enemy  was  one  of  the  most  important  side  effects.  Enemy 
prisoners  of  war  have  indicated  that  the  B-52  bombers  are  a  source  of 
constant  terror  to  them, 

(6)  The  XM-2?  Gravel  Mine  was  utilized  by  the  division  for 
the  first  time  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON.  This  new  self- sterilizing 
anti-personnel  mine  was  sewn  across  the  targets  by  Alfi  aircraft.  The  type 
targets  selected  were  fire  support  bases  recently  abandoned  by  friendly 
units  because  experience  had  shown  that  enemy  units  entered  these  areas 
shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  US  troops.  A  recondo  patrol,  inserted 
to  observe  one  of  the  two  FSB's. on  which  the  mines  had  been  placed,  reported 
hearing  several  explosions  during  a  24  hour  period.  It  is  believed  that 
the  explosions  were  the  result  of  enemy  troops  stepping  on  the  mines.  The 
overall  effectiveness  of  the  mines  needs  further  evaluation,. 

d.  Army  Aviation  support. 

(.1)  Army  Aviation  support  for  contingency  and  operational 
missions  assigned  the  division  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  was  provided 
by  the  organic  4th  Aviation  Battalion  and  the  general  support  52d  Aviation 
Battalion. 

(2)  The  52d  Aviation  Battalion  provided  the  majority  of  the 
divisional  aviation  support  for  the  period  1  January  through  24  February 
1967.  Elements  of  the  52d  Aviation  Battalion  were  principally  utilized 
in  airmobile  combat  assaults,  command  and  control  and  resupply  missions 
for  the  brigades  and  battalions  committed  in  the  forward  areas  of  the 
division  AO,  Losses  incurred  by  the  battalion  in  support  of  division 
operations  wer-:  two  KIA,  two  WIA  and  one  aircraft  destroyed. 

(3)  The  4th  Aviation  Battalion  phased  into  the  theater  during 
the  period  11  January  to  24  February  1967,  The  air  crews  of  Company  A,  the 
principal  lift  unit  of  the  battalion,  began  arriving  in  country  on  11 
January  1967  and  the  last  crews  closed  on  14  January  1967.  /ill  assigned 
aircraft  and  maintenance  personnel  closed  Dragon  Mountain  Base  Camp  on 

5  February  1967.  The  supporting  equipment  closed  the  base  camp  on  23 
F ebruary  and  the  unit  was  declared  fully  operational  25  February  1967. 

Losses  incurred  by  the  battalion  in  support  of  division  operations  were 
two  KIA,  15  WIA  and  two  aircraft  destroyed. 

(4)  Army  aviation  was  employed  by  the  division  as  follows: 

(a)  4th  Aviation  Battalion. ^ 

ISee  footnote  next  page. 
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1.  Sorties  43*539. 

2.  Hours  flown  7*836* 

Troops  lifted  22,  >20. 

4«  Tons  of  cargo  lifted  801, 

(bl  52d  Aviation  L'  .lwalion.1 

1.  Sorties  37*224. 

2.  Hours  flown  12,087* 

2*  Troops  lifted  53*868, 

4.  Tons  of  cargo  lifted  9*466, 
e.  Engineer  support, 

(1) '  The  4th  Engineer  Battalion*  supported  by  non-divisional 
engineer  effort,  provided  support  to  the  division  in  it 6  conduct  of  search 
and  destroy  operations  .in  western  PIEIKtl  Province, 

(2)  The  battalion  conducted  aerial  and  ground  reconnaissance 
of  the  existing  road  net  within  the  AO-  and  over  many  proposed  pioneer 
routes  for  the  purpose  of  updating  information  of  the  roads  and  for  the 
planning  of  new  improvements. 

(3)  A  significant  engineer  accomplishment  within  the  All  was 
the  clearing  and  opening  of  route  19W  from  DUC  CO  to  the  CAMBODIAN  Border, 
This  road  was  upgraded  to  two  lane  class  35  and  one  way  class  55  dry- 
weather  capability.  The  existing  road  bed  was  found  to  contain  good  rock 
base  providing  one  lane  class  35  all  weather  capability, 

(4)  In  support  of  brigade  operations,  elements  from  the 
engineer  battalion  performed  the  missions  of  landing  zone  and  fire  support 
base  clearance*  route  clearance,  mine  sweeping,  perimeter  defense  con¬ 
struction  and  enemy  fortification  destruction. 

(5)  Other  tasl®  included  the  maintenance  of  the  road  net, 

TAC  CP,  FSA  facilities,  helicopter  pads,  refueling  points  and  sling  out 
areas  at  the  3'T  complex. 

^The  apparent  dlscrepency  between  the  number  of  sorties  and  hours 
flown  between  the  two  battalions  exists  because  the  4th  Aviation  Battalion 
aircraft  during  the  reporting  period  were  used  for  resupply,  liaison  and 
other  short  flights  within  the  AO,  requiring  more  landings  and  take-offs, 
which  is  the  criteria., for  counting  sorties.  Additionally,  each  firing 
run  by  an  armed  helicopter  is  considered  a  sortie. 
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(6)  The  20th  Engineer  Battalion  (-)  vdth  elements  of  three 
companies  provided  general  support  to  the  division  by  upgrading  and  main¬ 
taining  LLOC's  in  the  area  (routes  19W,  14B  and  509),  constructing  and 
maintaining  C-130  airfields  at  New  P1EI  DJERENO  (YA8546)  and  Oasis 
(ZA1027)  and  furnishing  selected  engineer  equipment  support  as  required, 

f,  Psyops  support, 

(l)  Psychological  operations  were  conducted  in  conjunction 
with  tactical  operations  to  cause  disaffection  and  desertion  of  enemy 
soldiers,  deny  support  to  the  VC  and  encourage  the  civilians  to  support 
the  GVR. 


(2)  The  attached  teams  from  the  245th  Psyops  Company  were 
utilized  to  assist  brigade  psychological  operations  personnel  in  the 
coordination  of  brigade  programs,  aircraft  scheduling,  leaflet  and  tape 
preparation  and  delivery.  The  teams  also  acted  as  liaison  between  the 
division  and  their  parent  unit  to  secure  needed  materials.  The  PIEIKU 
detachment  of  the  company  printed  and  supplied  over  15  million  special 
leaflets  in  addition  to  some  30  million  standard  leaflets.  The  average 
time  for  special  leaflets  was  36  hours  from  submission  to  delivery. 

(3)  Psywar  teams  from  the  20th  ARVN  Psychological  Warfare 
Battalion  were  utilized  by  the  brigades  and  battalions  to  carry  the  psywar 
program  from  the  GVN  to  the  people.  The  teams  assisted  and  supported  US 
psyops  personnel  in  developing  materials  and  by  representing  the  GVN  to 
the  people. 


(4)  Over. 50  million  leaflets,  100  hours  of  airborne  loud¬ 
speaker  time  and  85  hours  of  ground  loudspeaker  time  were  utilized  in 
the  psyops  effort. 

g.  Civic  Action  support. 

(1)  Civic  actions  were  conducted  to  prevent  interference 
with  the  division's  operations,  protect  civilians  from  friendly  and 
enemy  fires,  relieve  suffering  and  extreme  privation  and  assist  the  GVN 
in  evacuation*  resettlement  and  Revolutionary  Development  activities, 

(2)  Civil  affairs  teams  from  the  41st  Civil  Affairs  Company 
were  attached  to  each  of  the  two  brigades  to  support  the  brigade  civic 
action  program.  A  team  attached  at  division  level  was  responsible  for 
coordination  of  the  civic  action  of  all  units,  complete  statistics  and 
other  data  on  hamlets  and  requisition  and  distribution  of  supplies  for 
the  civic  action  program. 
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(3)  The  majority  of  the  civic  actions  conducted  in  the  AO 
were  of  the  high  impact,  short  duration  type  and  were  executed  to  alleviate 
critical  conditions  An  the  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  the  1st  and  2d 
Brigade  and  1st- Squadron,  10t.h  Cavalry  forward  command  posts.  In  the 
local  programs,  emphasis  was  placed  on  distribution  of  relief  supplies, 
community  sanitation,  personal  hygiene  and  medical  treatment.  Also, 
transportation  from  the  remote  location  of  the  CP's  to  the  markets  in 
PLEIKtJ  was  provided  the  villagers  in  the  area.  Long  tern  civic  actions 
could  not  be  considered  by  the  brigades  and  the  cavalry  squadron  because 
of  the  temporary  nature  of  their  locations. 

(A)  The  1st  battalion,  69th  Armor  because  of  the  relative 
permanency  of  the  battalion  forward  base  was  able  to  implement  a  long 
term  civic  action  program  in  their  portion  of  the  AO.  In  addition  to  tho 
short  duration,  high  impact  type  civic  actions,  the  battalion  completed 
construction  of  a  spillway,  began  construction  of  a  dam  for  an  irrigation 
system  and  fish  pond,  and  conducted  kcDCAP  and  VETCAP  in  six  surrounding 
villages.  AI30  during  the  neriod  of  the  operation  the  battalion  resettled 
one  hamlet  to  include  clearing  the  land  and  assisting  the  people  of  the 
hamlet  drive  their  cattle  to  the  new  hamlet  site. 

Q.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE: 

a.  Enemy  Composition,  Disposition  and  Strength  Prior  to 
Operation  SAM  HOUSTON. 

(1)  Prior  to  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON,  NVA  forces  avoided  major 
contact  with . friendly  forces  while  refitting  and  regrouping  in  CAMBODIA, 

At  the  same  time,  they  dispatched  reconnaissance  elements  into  the  KONTUM 
(PLEI  TRAP)  panhandle  to  observe  and  warn  of  impending  FWKAF  operations. 

It  was  anticipated  that  the  enemy  would  attempt  to  reestablish  the  KONTUM 
panhandle  as  a  base  area  and  as  a  potential  battlefield.  It  was  further 
anticipated  that  the  VC  would  continue  to  increase  activities  in  the  form 
of  limited  attacks  against  lucrative  targets,  minings  end  harassing  fire 
along  LIOC's,  sabotage,  and  subversive  activities  in  villages  and  hamlets 
throughout  the  AO. 


(2)  Summa.  „  Enemy  Composition,  Disposition  and  Strength 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON: 


UNIT 


STRENGTH 


DISPOSITION 


1st  NVA  Div  5585 

32d  Regt  1500 

33d  Regt2  940 


Vic  YA  5056 
Vic  YA  5056 
Vic  YA  5056 


2The  33d  and  101C  Regiments  sustained  heavy  casualties  during 
Operation  PAUL  REVERE  IV,  and  several  NVAC'a  claimed  both  units  had 
been  disbanded  to  provide  replacements  for  other  regiments. 
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UNIT 

STRENGTH 

DISPOSITION 

66th  Regt 

1800 

Unk 

10th  KVA  Div 

Unk 

Ur.k 

88th  NVA  Div 

1600 

Unk 

95B  Regt 

1400 

Vic  YA  5056 

101C  Regt2 

500 

Unk 

24th  NVA  Regt 

1600 

Central  KONTUM  Province 

200th  Arty  Bn 

200 

Unk 

407th  MF  Bn 

500 

Central  FLEIKU  Province 

H-15  LF  Bn 

375 

Central  PLEIKU  Province 

b.  Enemy  Activity  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON, 

(1)  Opera.'  Lon  SAM  HOUSTON  began  on  1  January  1967,  but  in¬ 
volved  no  significant  contact  with  sizeable  NVA  forces  until  mid-February. 
During  the  period  1  January  through  15  March  1967,  small  scale  guerrilla 
activities  increased  throughout  PLEIKU  Province  and  consisted  mostly  of 
mining  incidents  along  the  major  LLOC's  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
province.  This  same  period  was  probably  used  by  the  NVA  to  refit  and 
regroup  NVA  forces  in  CAMBODIA  in  preparation  for  the  Spring  and  Summer 
Campaign  1967.  During  the  latter  part  of  January  numerous  enemy  sightings 
were  reported  by  friendly  patrol  elements  operating  in  the  panhandle  area 
of  southwest'.  KONTUM  Province.  The  discovery  of  recently  occupied  fortifi¬ 
cations,  hut S' and  camping  sites,  and  engagements  with  small  NVA  recon 
elements  confirmed  the  belief  that  enemy  forces  were  again  moving  into 
this  panhandle  area.  The  TET  truce  period,  7-11  February,  revealed  no 
overt  activity.  However,  this  time  was  used  extensively  by  the  NVA  to 
continue  to  infiltrate  units  into  southwestern  KONTUM.  The  end  of  the 
truce  brought  a  resurgence  of  VC  activity,  and  two  US  battalions,  1st 
Battalion,  12th  Infantry  and  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  were  deployed 
west  .-of  the  NjiM  SATHaY  River  in  the  KONTUM  panhandle.  Both  battalions 
dispatched  companies  on  search  and  destroy  (S&D)  operations,  and  almost 
immediately  encountered  strong  enemy  resistance.  The  same  type  activity 
was  occurring  east  of  the  NAM  SATH..Y  River  where  the  2d  Battalion,  8th 
Infantry  had  also  just  established  a  FSB. 

(2)  It  was  evident  from  the  initial  encounters  that  the  NVA 

had  altered  their  tactics  from  those  employed  during  Operation  PAUL  REVERE 
IV.  In  PAUL  REVEFE  If,  the  NVA  had  normally  fragmented  his  forces  during 
daylight  and  avoid ?d  contact,  then  regrouped  at  night  j  uu  cui 

attack  on  a  US  night  defensive  position  or  FSB.  The  night  attack  would 


?Ses  footnote  on  previous  page. 
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inevitably  be  preceded  by  heavy  mortar  fire  and  culminate  in  a  battalion 
size  assault  against  the  prepared  US  positions.  Those  tactics  did  not 
prove  successful  for  the  NVA,  In  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON,  we  engaged 
essentially  the  same  enemy  but  his  reactions  were  different.  A  large 
majority  of  the  contacts  occurred  during  daylight  with  the  WVA  making 
extensive  use  of  snipers  in  trees  and  engaging  our  isolated  companies 
Ft  times  and  places  of  his  choosing.  Our  FSB's  were  subject  to  intensive 
mortar  fire.  However,  the  enany  old  not  commit  large  ground  forces  in 
assaulting  these  bases. 

(3)  In  mid  March,  there  were  reliable  indications  that  the 
NVA  was  infiltrating  forces  from  CAMBODIA  into  the  area  west  of  highway 
14B.  Mortar  attacks  and  contacts  suddenly  replaced  minings  as  the  most 
significant  incidents  in  FLEIKU  Province,  On  the  night  of  13  March  and 
continuing  into  the  next  morning,  the  division  TAG  CP  and  the  forward 
CP's  of  the  1st  and  2d  Brigades  at  3T  received  an  estimated  330  rounds 
of  82mm  mortar  f ire_plus 1 7.5mm  Pi},  qndJ3-4P  fire..  Or^,  16.  March,  Company  B, 

1st  Battalion,  12tR  Infantry  was  helilifted  to  TA753336  and  was  immediately 
engaged  by  an  estimated  NVA  pl.atoon,  During  a  sweep  of  the  area,  seven 
infiltration  passes  were  found.  Five  of  these  were  numbered  D300,  one 
D301D  and  one  520,  These  numbers  equate  to  the  95B,  101C  and  33d  NVA 
Regiments,  thereby  indicating  that  elements  of  the  953  NVA  Regiment  had 
infiltrated  into  South  VIETNAM, north  of  the  CHU  PONG  Mountains.  On  22 
March,  Ccmpany  A,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  NVA  battalion  at  YA686344.  During  late  March,  search  and 
destroy  operations  in  the  panhandle  revealed  numerous  abandoned  base 
camps  and  fortified  positions  indicating  that  enemy  activity  was  shifting 
to  the  southwest  in  PLEIKU  Province  in  the  vicinity  of  the  IA  ERANG  valley. 
The  majority  of  the  NVA  forces  had  probably  sought  refuge  in  CAMBODIA, 
with  some  elements  infiltrating  into  western  PLEIKU,  and  operating  in 
conjunction  with  main  force  (MF)  and  local  force  (IE)  VC  units.  US  units 
then  concentrated  their  attention  on  the  western  portion  of  the  province, 
attempting  to  reduce  the  threats  posed  by  VC/NVA  units,  ar.d  to  disrupt  the 
VC  infrastructure. 

(A)  Below  is  the  Enemy  Composition,  Disposition  and  Strength 
encountered  during  Operation  SAK  HOUSTON: 


UNIT 

STRENGTH 

DISPOSITION 

SOURCE 

1st  NVA  Div 

Uiik 

YA  5056 

Reliable  Source 

32d  Regt 

1100 

YA  6952 

FW  &  Documents 

66th  Regt 

1740 

YA  6055 

Fto  &  Documents 

88t,h  Regt 

Unk 

IA  6053 

FW  A.  Documents 

95B  Regt 

Unk 

YA  6834 

Documents 

200th  Arty.  Bn 

Unk, 

•  YA  8335 

FW 

407th  MF  Bn 

500 

N  PLEIKU 

Agent 

3Baaod  on  interrogation  reports. 
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tc 

c.  Curing  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  the  following  enemy  techniques 
were  used  against  friendly  forces. 

M  ^  TTnomir  hoc  r«f  Tn.i  lqf  f in1?  r*  a4- r«na  Hopont H  nn 

uiiwiuj  mwv  w  . . —  -  -  v  uw<muvumw  u va w><>w  wvv^.w^vit*a 

(a)  The  first  indication  of  imitative  communications 
deception  being  used  by  the  enemy  in  the  area  was  during  the  attack  on 
Camp  Holloway  on  7  January  1967.  Just  prior  to  and  during  the  attack, 
several  calls  were  made  on  that  unit's  internal  telephone  circuit  during 
which  the  caller,  speaking  fluent  English,  determined  the  number  of  US 
personnel  in  certain  bunkers.  The  caller  then  informed  the  Camp  Holloway 
control  tower  that  an  attack  was  imminent..  It  was  later  found  that  the 
wires  bad  been  tapped  near  the  perimeter  fence, 

(b)  In  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  one  instance  of  ICD 
occurred  when  a  voice  speaking  fair  English  attsnpted  to  answer  a  call 
transmitted  from  a  friendly  station.  The  station  attempting  to  imitate 
the  friendly  unit  was  challenged,  but  could  not  authenticate.  A  homing 
device  in  a  helicopter  pointed  to  a  location  across  the  border  in  CAMBODIA, 

(c)  In  another  case  during  SAM  HOUSTON,  a  voice  without 
accent  or  trace  of  oriental  prunounciation  called  two  friendly  units,  and 
using  the  call  sign  of  another  friendly  unit,  asked  for  help  at  a  road 
junction.  The  sender  upon  being  challenged  could  not  authenticate.  A 
check  revealed  that  no  friendly  units  were  within  the  area  indicated  by 
the  sender. 

>  (2)  A  new  technique  employed  by  the  enemy  during  SAM  HOUSTON 

was  the  use  of  handgrenades  in  an  airburst  role  against  helibome  opera¬ 
tions.  The  technique  used  involved  burying  a  propellent  charge  over  which 
a  layer  of  earth  was  placed.  A  wooden  board  was  then  placed  on  top  of  the 
earth  fill  and  directly  over  the  charge,  A  number  of  stick-type  hand 
grenades  were  secured  to  this  block  oi  wood,  A  wire  was  attached  to  the 
grenade  fuses  with  one  end  anchored  to  a  stake.  When  the  propellent 
charge  was  command  detonated,  the  grenades  were  thrown  into  the  air  and 
armed,  resulting  in  an  airburst  effect  at  altitudes  of  from  AO  to  70 
feet.  .  Included  as  inclosures  5  and  6  are  a  top  and  side  view  of  the 
device  and  a  diagram  of  the  I Z  illustrating  the  pattern  in  which  the 
grenades  were  distributed. 


d*  Terrain* 

(1)  Relief  and  Drainage;  The  area  of  operations  is  situated 
on  a  moderately  dissected  plateau  except  for  the  northwest  quarter  where 
the  terrain  is  rugged  end  mountainous.  Several  large  hill  masses  and  a 
few  isolated  volcanic  cones  rise  above  the  plateau.  The  plateau  is  divided 
into  two  distinct  areas.  The  northeastern  half  consists  of  rolling  plains 
and  the  southwestern  half  of  relatively  level  plains.  The  mountainous 
northwest  quarter  of  the  area,  where  the  majority  of  activity  occurred 
during  the  operation,  is  extremely  rugged  and  contains  many  steep-walled 

„n  1 1  Ows/^  «,*»{  M/ta  u4  +■  k  rtviTir  opo  or\r?  n  T .7 M  O  . 

VUJ^wjf  h;  wi*w.  *  v>-.»  «  -»  ■  ■■■  «  wWm.  •*  — — •  m 
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Principal  drainage  is  provided  by  the  IA  DRiiNG,  SE  SAK  and  NAM  SATHAY 
Rivers.  Drainage  in  the  area  is  generally  northeast  to  southwest. 

(!)  Vegetations  The  area  consists  of  open  plains,  open 
forest  plains  and  dense  forests.  The  southwestern  quarter  consists  of 
open  forest  plains  with  closely  spaced  trees  and  scattered  clear  areas. 
Hill  masses  in  this  area  are  covered  by  dense  forests  and  thick  under¬ 
growth.  The  rugged,  mountainous  terrain  in  the  northwestern  portion  of 
the  area  is  covered  by  a  dense, broadleaf,  ever-green  forest.  Trees  range 
from  2C  to  25  meters  in  height  with  some  as  high  as  45  meters. 

(3)  Military  Aspects  of  the  Terrain, 

(a)  Observation  and  Field  of  Fire;  Observation  and 
fields  of  fire  are  good  in  open  plains,  but  is  severely  reduced  in  the 
open  forest  plains.  The  hills  and  mountains  restrict  fields  of  fire  for 
flat  trajectory  weapons,  and  the  dense  undergrowth  will  deflect  small 
arms  fire.  Vegetation  and  terrain  irregularities  limit  target  acquisition 
and  adjustment  of  fire  for  high  angle  fire  weapons. 

(b)  Cover  and  Concealments  Cover  from  flat  trajectory 
fire  is  good  in  most  of  the  area  because  of  the  numerous  valleys  and  the 
relatively  steep  stream  embankments.  The  extremely  rugged  terrain  in 
the  northwest  provides  excellent  cover  from  flat  trajectory  weapons. 
Overhead  concealment  is  fair  to  poor  in  the  relatively  open  eastern 
half  of  the  area,  and  excellent  in  the  northwest  portion. 

(c)  Obstacles;  The  major  obstacles  are  the  SE  SAN  and 
NAM  SATHAY  Rivers  which  form  barriers  to  east-west  travel.  These  rivers 
are  fordable  during  the  dry  season. 

(d)  Key  Terrain  Features;  The  CHU  PRONG  (ZA0049)  and 
CHU  KAN  YAN  (YA9348)  mountains  in  the  northwest  portion  of  the  area  are 
two  key  terrain  features  overlooking  route  509,  the  only  surface  link 
between  PLEIKI  City  and  PLEI  DJERENG.  In  southwestern  KONTUM  Province 
the  key  terrain  feature  is  the  area  in  the  vicinity  of  Hill  1282  which 
dominates  the  PLEI  TRAP  valley. 


(e)  Avenues  of  Approach:  There  are  several  avenues  of 
approach  into  the  area.  They  are:  (1)  from  the  north  along  route  14; 
(2)  from  the  southwest  along  the  many  tributaries  of  the  IA  DRANG  River; 


(3)  from  the  west  along  route  509;  and  (4)  from  the  north  down  the 


corridors  between  the  mountain  ranges.  Excellent  avenues  of  approach  in 


the  northwestern  part  of  the  area  exist  in  the  area  of  the  NAM  SATHAY 


River.  This  area  also  contains  numerous  good  east-west  trails  leading 


from  CAMBODIA  into  VIETNAM  by  way  of.  the  KONTUM  panhandle.  Many  excellent, 
east-west  infiltration  trails  also  exist  in  the  area  north  of  the  CHU  PONG 


Mountains  leading  from  CAMBODIA  into  VIETNAM, 
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e.  Weather.  The  weather  throughout  the  area  of  operations  was 
good  with  only  very  small  amounts  of  precipitation  in  the  form  of  after¬ 
noon  rainshowers.  As  a  result  of  the  good  weather  experienced  during  the 
dry  season,  maximum  utilisation  of  helicopters  was  possible- 

f.  The  total  number  of  mining  incidents  during  Operation  SAM 
HOUSTON  was  53.  Based  upon  a  monthly  period  the  maximum  number  of  mining 
incidents  were  in  March  as  the  table  below  indicates:^ 


ft 


MONTH 

January 

February 

March 

April  (to  5  April) 
TOTAL 


NUMBER  OF  INCIDENTS 
5 

17 

25 

_6 

53 


A  further  breakdown  of  mining  incidents  by  type  vehicle 
involved  is  as  follows: 


TYPE  VEHICLE 

l/A  ton 
3/4  ton 
21/2  ton 
5  ton 
APC 
Tank 
VTR 

TOTAL 


NUMBER  OF  INCIDENTS 

2 

2 

7 

6 

ii 

23 

_2 

53 


g.  The  total  number  of  mines  located  and  either  evacuated  or 
destroyed- during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  was  65.  Based  upon  a  monthly 
period  the  maximum  number  of  mines  discovered  occurred  in  March  &b 
indicated  below: 5 

^Inclosure  7  contains  a  list  of  all  mining  incidents  to  include: 
date-time-group,  unit,  location,  type  vehicle,  casualties  (friendly), 
damage.  Tab  A  to  Inclosm-e  7  further  illustrates  the  location,  date- 
time-group  and  type  of  vehicle  involved  in  mining  incidents  within  the  AO. 

Enclosure  8  contains  a  list  of  all  mines  evacuated  or  destroyed  by 
date-time-group,  location,  type  of  mine  and  additional  charge.  Tab  A  to. 
Inclosure  8  further  illustrates  the  location,  date-time-group  and  number 
of  mines  that  were  evacuated  or  destroyed. 
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i.  The  overall  CA/Psyops  evaluation  of  population  attitude 
showed  marked  acceptance  of  both  US  and  GVN  officials  and  the  programs 
initiated  in  their  hamlets.  Concurrently,  there  was  a  marked  increase 
in  the  amount  of  information  volunteered  by  local  inhabitants  and  apparent 
willingness  to  openly  assist  military  and  government  officials, 

9.  (Cl  MISSION; .  The  4th  Infantry  Division  conducted  operations  in 
SAM  HOUSTON'  area  of  operation  to: 

detect  North  Vietnamese  Army  (NVA)  infiltration  into  Republic  of 
VIETNAM  (RVN). 

detect  NVA/VC  troop  concentrations. 

provide  security  for  engineer  construction  and  logistical 
lufj w  c>  X2.3. tions  • 

^Inclosure  9  contains  a  list  of  all  mortar  attacks  occurring  during 
Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  by  date-time-group,  unit,  location,  number  of  rounds 
received,  type  ammunition  used,  and  friendly  casualties.  Tab  A  to  Inclosure 
9  further  illustrates  the  location,  date-time-group  and  number  of  rounds 
and  type  ammunition  involved. 

7The  name  of  the  operation  was  changed  from  PAUL  REVERB  V  to  SAM 
HOUSTON  by  IFFV  msg  #0235,  subj:  Change  of  Operation  Names,  DTG  180942Z 
January  1967.  retroactive  to  010001Z  January  1967. 
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MONTH 

MINES  EVACUATED/DESTROYED 

January 

1 

February 

26 

March 

30 

April  (to  5  April) 

JL 

TOTAL 

66 

The  total  figure  included  56  destroyed  and  10  evacuated. 

h.  A  total  of  41  mortar  attacks  were  experienced  during  Operation 

SAM  HOUSTON  which  involved  an  enemy  exp< 

?nditure  of  1641  (60  and  8anu)  mor- 

tar  rounds  fired  at  friendly  positions:* 

3  The  maximum  number  of  attacks 

occurred  in  March. 

MONTH 

NUMBER  OF  INCIDENTS 

January 

2 

February 

13 

March 

25 

April  (to  5  April) 

J.  j 

TOTAL 

41  j 

COIMEi  Dek/t  I  A  l_ 
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9-' 

provide  security  for  Government  of  VIETNAM  (GVN)  resettlement 
operations  within  the  area  of  operations. 


provide  security  of  highway  19  east  of  PLEIKU. 


i  f*\  ftAkVnmvn  ap  r»r>Tn->  t  mTAu . 
\yj  )  uwhuxjj  x  ■  vr  vi  auniiw; 


The  4th  Infantry  Division  oruploydd  two 


brigades  to  provide  surveillance  and  reconnaissance  of  the  CAMBODIAN  Border 
with  extensive  use  of  recondo  patrols;  conducted  search  and  destroy  opera¬ 
tions  west  of  the  SE  SAN  and  NAM  SATHAY' Rivers,  and  provided  security  for 


engineer  construction  of  route  5Q9B,  landing  zone  and  fire  support  base 
vicinity  YA6953  and  BlEI  TRAP  vicinity  YA6555;  and  with  one  tank  battalion 
task  force  and  one  cavalry  squadron  task  force  provided  security  of  convoys 
and  LLOC,  engineer  construction,  logistical  installations,  EDAP  ENANG  re¬ 
settlement  areas  and  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  SAM  HOUSTON  area  of  operation.  In  coordination  with  ARVN 
and  CIDG  units  extensive  search  and  destroy  operations  were  conducted  in 
the  CHU  PRONG  area,  in  vicinity  of  DUC  CO  and  New  PLEI  DJERENG,  and  in  the 
area  bounded  by  routes  14B,  509,  19W  and  14.  Heavy  enemy  contacts  west  of 
the  SE  SAN  River  required  extensive  search  and  destroy  and  pursuit  opera¬ 
tions  by  two  brigades  in  the  lower  PLEI  TRAP  and  NAM  SATHAY  valleys. 


11.  (C)  EXECUTION: 

a.  General. 


(1)  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  was  initiated  by  the  4th  Infantry 
Division  - at  010001Z  January  196?  by  0P0RD  1-6?.  The  area  of  operation 
remained  the  safne  as  that  of  PAUL  REVERE  IV.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
period  the  major  elements  of  the  division  were  disposed  as  follows:  2d 
Brigade  on  the  northwest  near  PLEI  DJERENG;  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry 
•wdbt'  of  PLEIKU  along  route  509  and  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  on  route 
19  east  of  PIEIKU. 

(2)  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  is  viewed  as  occurring  in  five 

time  phases. 


(a)  Phase  One  -  1  January  to  14  February.  Screening 
operations  were  conducted  along  the  CAMBODIAN  Border  and  search  and  destroy 
missions  were  carried  out  in  an  area  of  operation  bounded  generally  by  the 
SE  SAN  River  and  Highway  509  on  the  north,  the  PLEIKU  defense  sector  and 
the  division  TAOR  on  the  east,  the  20  grid  line  on  the  south  and  the 
CAMBODIhN  Border  on  the  west.  These  operations  were  conducted  by  one 
brigade  consisting  of  three  infantry  battalions.  The  cavalry  squadron 
and  the  armor  battalion  conducted  route  security  for  highways  509,  14B 
and  19W  within  the  AO.  One  infantry  battalion  task  force  was  responsible 
for  the  security  of  highway  19E  from  PIEIKU  to  the  MANG  YANG  pass.  Midway 
through  the  phase  the  infantry  battalion  task  force  was  committed  in  the 
AO  and  was  replaced  by  the  armor  battalion.  Aerial  surveillance  and 

16 


CoMFipEKTVAA- 


COWFiDENTIAL 


ikVDDH-GC  16  May  196? 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCS:  MACV  J3-32) 

1  recondo  patrols  were  used  extensively  in  the  border  screening  mission. 

^  RoadB  in  the  area  were  upgraded  by  the  engineers  £n  preparation  for 

futiire  operations.  The  1st  Battalion,  6th  Infantry  returned  to  division 
control  from  the  TUY  HOA  area.  The  first  significant  contact  of  Operation 
SAM  HOUSTON  occurred  on. 3  January  196?  when  LZ  3T  (YA850455)  was  hit  b;  a 
40  round  mortar  attack.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  phase  the  division 
began  to  move  across  the  SE  SAN  River. 

(b)  Phase  Two  -  15  February  to  21  February.  This  is 
the  period  of  the  heaviest  contact  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON.  A  build 
up  of  intelligence  indicated  that  enemy  forces  were  entering  the  area  west 
of  the  NAM  SATHAY  River.  The  decision  was  made  to  commit  two  infantry 
battalions  into  FSB's  secured  by  ground  units  into  the  area  west  of  the 
NAM  SATHAY  River.  Two  companies  moved  out  the  day  -before  and  secured  two 
designated  landing  zones.  The  following  morning,  the  first  of  the  battal¬ 
ions  made  a  combat  assault  into  the  landing  zone.  They  received  sniper 
and  mortar  fire.  The  mortars  were  quickly  silenced  by  counter  battery 
artillery  fire.  The  second  battalion  made  its  combat  assault  in  the 
afternoon  and  came  under  intense  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire 
during  the  landing.  The  battalion  later  made  heavy  contact  on  the  ground 
as  they  moved  out  to  3weep  the  area  around  the  LZ,  Three  other  heavy 
contacts  were  experienced  by  units  of  the  division  during  this  period 
each  inflicting  heavy  casualties  upon  the  enemy.  Near  the  end  of  the 
phase  the  1st  Brigade,  with  the  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  and  the  6th 
Battalion,  29th  Artillery,  returned  to  division  control  from  the  TUY  HOA 
area. 

(c)  Phase  Three  -  22  February  to  15  March.  The  area  of 
operation  was  divided  between  the  two  brigades.  The  .1st  Brigade  with  three 
infantry  battalions  assumed  responsibility  for  the  portion  of  the  AO  be¬ 
tween  the ■ SE  SAN  and  NjiM  SATHAY  Rivers.  The  2d  Brigade  with  two  infantry 
battalions  assumed  responsibility  for  that  portion  of  the  AO  west  of  the 
MAM  SATHAY  River  to  the  CAIHODIAN  Border.  There  were  numerous  displacements 
during  the  period  as  units  were  shifted  to  block  likely  exfiltration  routes 
and  to  expand  the  number  of  potential  FSB'b.  Bulldozers  were  helilifted 

to  the  battalions  to  aid  in  the -development  of  the  firo  bases.  There  was 
generally  light  contact  throughout  the  period  with  four  heavy  contacts 
occurring,  two  at  the  beginning  of  the  period,  each  involving  a  company 
'  sized  patrol  and  two  at  the  end  of  the  period.  One  initially  involved 
one  battalion  in  which  two  additional  battalions  were  later  helilifted 
into  blocking  positions  in  an  attempt  to  prevent  the  exfiltration  of  the 
enemy  units  in  contact.  The  other  action  involved  a  company  size  patrol. 

In  one  three  day  period  during  the  phase  the  enemy  fired  over  300  rounds 
of  mortar  ammunition  into  two  FSB's  and  the  CP  complex  at  LZ  3T.  One  of 
the  fire  bases  was  hit  with  12  separate  mortar  attacks  in  a  36  hours 
period  receiving  over  300  rounds. 

(d)  Phase  Four  -  16 -March  to  28  March,  During  this 
phase  both  brigades  moved  from  the  area  west  of  the  >SE  SAN  River  to  an 
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operational  area  bounded  generally  by  the  SE  SAN  River  and  60  grid  line  on 
the  north,  the  PLEIKU  defense  sector  and  the  TAOR  on  the  oast,  the  20  grid 
line  on  the  south  and  the  CAMBODIAN  Border  on  the  west.  Ail  elements  were 


».n  Ktt  4-K/v  +U-. 

rr-i.  imuitinii  wj  UUV  ^uu  \jx 


»**»•«  w»*t  rt  nliH  f»-i  vn  n  V»rt1  -ill  orirl  vip  oH  nv\1  T  am  £»n  t.  . 
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There  were  three  significant  contacts  during  the  period;  one  during  a  combat 
assault,  one  while  on  a  search  and  destroy  mission  and  one  when  a  unit  was 
moved  into  an  area  to  extract  a  recondo  patrol  with  which  radio  contact  had 
been  lost. 


(e)  Phase  Five  -  29  March  to  5  April.  This  phase  began 
with  the  removal  of  the  bridge  across  the  SE  SAN  River  by  the  engineers  and 
was  characterized  by  extensive  cordon  and  search  operations  of  villages  and 
hamlets  within  the  AO,  in  an  area  northwest  of  PLEIKU  and  in  area3  adjacent 
to  the  division  TAOR.  Tho  EDAP  ENAMS  resettlement  project  was  started  by  the 
GVN  and  supported  by  the  division.  The  3d  Battalion, ,12th  Infantry,  the  last 
of  divisional  units  in  the  TUI  HOA  area,  returned  to  division  control, 

b.  The  significant  events  that  occurred  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON 
are  listed  chronologically  at  inclosure  10  with  the  following  exceptions. 

(1)  Details  of  mining  incidents  and  mortar  attacks  referenced 
in  subparagraphs  are  at  inclosures  7  and  9  respectively. 

(2)  Displacements  of  fire  support  bases  and  brigade  and  battal¬ 
ion  command  posts  are  shown  at  inclosure  11, 


c.  Significant  contacts  during  SAM  HOUSTON  are  shown  at  inclosure  12. 

d.  Chemical  Operations. 

(1)  Chemical  operations  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  consisted 
of  defoliation  and  riot  control  agent  (RCA)  employment. 


(2)  Ground  based  defoliation  began  on  2  January  196?  and  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  operation.  The  principal  target  areas  were  routes  509 
and  509B  and  fire  support  bases.  A  total  of  249  sorties  were  flown  by  UH-1B 
helicopters  in  support  of  the  program  (Inclosure  13), 


(3)  Aerial  defoliation  missions  flown  by  Air  Force  C-123  air¬ 
craft  from  the  12th  Mr  Commando  Squadron  began  on  18  February  1967  and 


cbrrk -Liiu.su 


_ _ _ _ _ <-r»i  Ttr\i n^m/MT 
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A  total  of  2.5  sorties  were  flown  in  XL 


target  areas  in  KONTUM  Province, 
missions  (Inclosure  13). 


(4)  Two  riot  control  agent  drops  were  made  in  support  of  2d 
Brigade  operations.  The  target  areas  were  .suspected  enemy  positions  and  in 
both  cases  were  followed  by  artillery  concentrations.  Negative  results  were 
reported  from  both  drops.  The  mission  data  is  listed  bdlow  and  graphically 
shown  at  inclosure  13, 
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(a)  25  February  1967  -  30  drums  (2560  lbs)  of  CS-1 
(powder)  dropped  from  two  CH-47  helicopters  on  suspected  OTA  positions  from 
IA569576  to  YA568587. 

(b)  26  February  1967  -  420  My 43  grenades  were  dropped 
from  a  locally  fabricated  grenade  dispenser  on  a  suspected  OTA  unit  vicinity 
of  YA646O. 

to  /o\  n,E?eTTTrno. 

\v-'/  nouwiu  • 

a,  Sumnary  of  ememy  personnel  and  equipment  losses, 

(1)  Personnel, 

(a)  KIA  (BC)  733 

1.  OTA  725 

2,  VC  8 

(b)  Detainees  288 

1.  PW«s  17 

a.  OTA  8 

b.  VC  9 

2,  Civil  Defendants  92 

2.,  Innocent  Civilians  177 

Returnees  2 


(2) 

TYPE  1  BEE 

Weapons: 

2  BDE 

1/10  Cav 

1/69  Arm 

Other8  Total 

Small  Arms 

18 

161 

2 

181 

Crew  Served 

11 

41 

52 

60mra  Mortar 
62iudi  Mortar 
AA  Weapon 

RL  B-40 

3 

1 

8 

39 

v9 

09 

9? 

® Includes  separate  units  0PC0N  to  4th  Infantry  Division  during 
Operation  SAM  HOUSTON 

^Included  in  crew  served  total 
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(3)  Ammunition: 

TYPE 

1  BHE 

2  BDE 

1/10  Cav 

l/69  Armor 

0ther8 

Total 

Small  Arms 

6410 

10565 

291 

124 

17390 

Crew  Served 

64 

9154 

51 

12 

314 

9595 

57mm 

27 

14 

2 

20 

63 

6Ctam 

5 

5 

IQ 

81/82mm 

31 

99 

7 

137 

(4)  Explosives: 

TNT  .(lbs) 

71 

5.5 

4 

18.6 

99 

Hand  Grenades 

337 

3 

1 

91 

432 

Mines 

12 

22 

13 

13 

60 

(5)  Structures  and  Fortifications  Destroyed: 


Structures 

121 

660 

36 

54 

349 

1220 

Fortifica¬ 

tions 

775 

1365 

32 

157 

580 

2909 

(6)  Foodstuffs: 

Rice  (tons) 

4.3 

5.5 

28.3 

11.3 

2.9 

52.3 

Salt  (lbs) 

63.6 

140 

49^4 

253 

(7)  Documents: 

Documents  (ins)  11 

47 

7 

18 

60 

143 

(8)  Body  count  and  estimates  of  enemy  losses  during  Operation 
SAM  HOUSTON  were  affected  by  several  pertinent  factors . 


(a)  Terra \n  and  Vegetation,  The  difficult  terrain  and 
dense  vegetation  in  the  area  of  operations  assisted  the  enemy  in  his 
efforts  to  evacuate  casualties  from  the  immediate  areas  of  major  contacts 
and  made  the  friendly  effort  to  search  for  and  locate  enemy  casualties 
more  difficult.  The  absence  of  landing  zones  or  clearings,  suitable  for 
helicopter  extraction  of  casualties,  required  units  to  cut  clearings  in 


AWWVVU.CI W'Jujr 

seriously  wounded  could  be  evacuated.  At  the  same  time  the  enemy  was 
able  to  remove  hiB  own  casualties  from  the  battle  area. 


(b)  Proximity  to  CAMBODIA.  The .proximity  of  the  CAMBODIAN 


%ee  footnote  on  previous  page. 
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Border  to  the  sites  of  most  of  the  major  contacts  and  B-52  strike  areas 
made  it  possible  for  the  enemy  to  transport,  most  of  his  casualties  to  his 
CAMBODIAN  safehavcn  for  burial  or  medical  treatment,,  Agent  reports  and 
prisoner  reports'  described  several  movements  of  rrunerous  enemy  casualties 
into  CAMBODIA  following  contacts, 

(c)  Enemy  doctrine.  The  enemy  consistently  makes  a 
determined,  almost  fanatical  effort  to  X'ecover  his  casualties  from  each 
contact.  His  preparations  for  such  recovery  and  his  demonstrated  efforts 
and  willingness  to  risk  fresh  casualties  to  police  his  dead  and.  wounded 
have  generally  proven  successful  for  him.  Enemy  battle  orders  for  defense 
of  landing  zones  rod  plans  for  attacks  on  FWMAF  positions  have  invariably- 
included  emphasis  on  all  NVA  dead  or  wounded  being  evacuated. 

(u)  :,a  a  result  of  the  factors  described  above  it  is 

concluded  that  the  actual  body  count  of  enemy  K1A  during  Operation  SAM 
HOUSTOf  j.8  not  a  complete  count  of  enemy  KIA  and  is  far  less  than  the 
actual  enemy  KIA  during  uhe  operation,,  .Unit  after  action  critiques  and 
reports  have  indicated  that  in  almost  every  contact  with  the  enemy,  US 
personnel,  who  observed  kails  or  hits  on  enemy  personnel,  found  the  enemy 
had  evacuated  these  casualties  when  contact  was  broken, 

(9)  The.  following  analysis  illustrates  the  methods  and  data 
used  for  estimating  enemy  losses.  Beginning  with  tho  actual  body  count , 
enemy  losses  are  computed  using  the  MACV  Formula,  After  Action  Reports 
and  Agent  Reports, 


ENEMY  UNITS 

1 

ACTUAL 

BC 

2  3  Fa 

MACV  COMPUTED  AFTER  ACTION1  JTAD 
ADDNL  LOSSES  i  REPORT  ADDNLj  ADDNL 

(A)  j  LOSSES  (B)  !  LOSSES(C) 

TOTAL  LOSSES  | 

COL 

1 

COL  COL  ;  COL 
1+2  !  1+3  '  1+A 

?th  &  8th  Bn; 
66th  (Conf) 

152 

..  r_ 

!  ! 

* 

A3  ,  38A  !  - 

1152 

■; 

1 95  i  336 

152 

5th  Bn,  88th 
(Prob) 

no 

— 

• 

-  _  31 

53  j  - 

|  ! 

llOiUl  1  163 

110 

2  Bns«  32cl 
(Prob) 

235 

—  66 

i 

153  j  - 

1 

mi 

-325- 

160 

2  Bns*  95B 
(Prob; 

160 

_ A5 _ 

: 

j 

..  9A  ~  . 

■ 

160 

i 

; 

205  1  25A 

JA  VC  Unit 

1 

.  -  !. 

.  •  _  -  .  j  75 

_ 

! 

U. 

Tther 

76*  .  .  21 

-  I  800 

j 

76L.97i.76 

876 

Total 

i 

_ ml _ 206 _ 

ASA  .  875  .  i  733  939  L 121? 

1608 

(oea  next  page  for  explanation  of  columns  (ft)  (ii)  and  (C)-) 
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(A)  Based  on  the  MACV  formula  for  determining  additional  enemy 
losses  by  multiplying  the  number  of  KIA  (BC)  by  .28. 

(B)  This  figure  Is  the  difference  between  the  reported  enemy  losses 
In  after  action  reports,  and  the  actual  BC  made  on  the  ground  after  the 
battle.  Reported  enemy  losses  in  alter  action  reports  are  baaed  on 
estimation  of  those  seen  being  kilXod,  estimation  of  those  killed  by 
artillery  or  air,  estimation  of  those  KIA  removed  from  the  battlefield, 
and  an  estimation  of  those  possibly  killed  (determined  by  blood  trails, 
etc.), 

(C)  Bata  collected  by  JTAP  agents  across  the  CA1E0DIAN-VIETNAKESE 
border,  i.e„,  agent  reports  of  on  .any  KIA  returned  to  CAMBODIA  from  SAM 
HOUSTON  AO  for  burial, 

b.  Summary  of  friendly  personnel  losses. 

(1)  Personnel: 


T~ 

'  BATTLE 

■  .  !  NON-BATTIE 

_■ ’TOTAL  , 

EN 

LOSSES  • 

UNIT 

INFLICT 

OTHER  . 

TOTAL  !  DEATHS' 

INJURY 

,KIA  VIA 

KIA 

WIA 

KIA  UIA  , 

1-8  INF 

19  •  66 

8 

3  ■ 

27  69 '  , 

8 

104 

3-8  INF 

2 

1 

18 

1  20  ! 

1 

i :  22  i 

.6-29-  ARTY 

2:  1 

1 

2  2 

1 

5  '■ 

HHC,  2d  Bdo 

9 

9 

9  • 

2-3  INF 

32  129 

12, 

32  141  ! 

6 

:  179  1 

1-12  INF 

18  107 

1, 

44 

19  151- 

18 

;  188 

1-22  INF 

42  112 

I', 

17 

43  129  ; 

13 

M  165  ■ 

4-42  ARTY 

22 

8 

30 

6 

>:  36  ; 

,2t35  INF 

34  84- 

.1 

9 

35;  93  i  2 

2 

:!  132  t 

.  2-9  ARTY 

2  8: 

. 

2  8  i 

1 

11  5 

'  D/65  ENGR 

4 

1 

4  |  ; 

: 1  4  . ' 

DIV  iiRTY  (-) 

2  12, 

3; 

2  15 

3 

20 

;  DISCOM 

4! 

4  ;  I 

3 

;;  7j 

.  1-10  c^vi° 

2:  5 

1' 

2  6  ! 

2 

;  10 ,  i 

|  1-69  ARMOR . 

,  3, 

■  3'  ! 

8 

;  .  U-  ■! 

j 4TH  aVN  BN 

2  15' 

2  15  ; 

3 

1 !  20  ' 

!  "4TH  MGR  BN 

:  .9 

.2 

2  9;  1  ; 

5 

,  17 

l.  ’  9  ; 

■  124TH  3IG  BN 

i  n 

.1  t 

?  1 

2 

j  HHC,  4TH  DIV 

.  1; 

•  -  : 

1  : 

!•  1  1 

1  33D  INF  PUT 

3i 

11 

4:  1  ! 

41-  -L  \ 

155;  603 

.  * 

l  ] 

j  TOTAL 

14  H7; 

169:720;,  3  i 

82 

iLJZi- 

10q/1~10  Cav  had  1  MIA  that  is  not  included  in  the  totals  for 
either  1-10  Cav  or  the  division* 
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(2)  Equipment: 


ITEM 


Helicopter 

Tanks 

Carrier,  Armored  Personnel 

Vehicle  Tank  Recovery 

Truck,  l/k  ton 

Truck,  3/4  ton 

Truck,  2  1/2  ton 

Truck,  5  ton 

Truck,  shop  van 

Trailer,  1  1/2  ton 

Trailer,  POL 

Road  trader 

Bucket  Loader 

Machine  Gun,  M-60 

Rifle,  M-16 

Pistol,  Cal  ,45 

Radio 


NR  DAMAGED 

25 

26 
9 
2 
7 
4 

4 

2 

11 

1 

1 

1 


NR  DESTROYED 


1 

3 


2 

6 

1 

7 


c*  Fire  support  results, 

(1)  Enemy  killed  and  wounded  and  other  destruction  mission 
results,  attributable  to  artillery  fires,  are  difficult  to  assess.  In 
the  majority  of  contacts  the  success  of  the  operation  wae  based  on  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  artillery, .  air  strikes  and  maneuver  elements. 


i 


(2)  H  &  I  programs  were  highly  successful,  particularly 
along  the  CAMBODIAN  Border.  Reconnaissance  by  fire  and  other  fire  missions 
were  successful  in  destroying  and  demoralising  the  enemy  throughout  the  area 
of  operation.'  A  particular  effort  by  the  artillery  was  the  counter  fire 
program  fired  when  the  division  TAC  CP  and  the  1st  and  2d  Brigade  CP's  at 
LZ  3T  were  mortared  on  13  and  14  March.  The  fires  greatly  reduced  the 
effectiveness  of  the  enemy  mortar  attack.  In  addition  to  the  counter- 
mortar  fires  by  artillery  units  located  in  the  immediate  area,  long 
range  175mm  guns  were  fired  from  a  battery  located  at  DUC  CO,  medium 
range  8-inch  howitzers  were  fired  from  PLEI  DJERENG  and  one  battery  of 
105mm  howitzers  (SP)  fired  maximum  range  from  positions  on  highway  509. 

13.  (C)  ADMINISTRATIVE  MATTERS; 

a.  General. 

(1)  The  concept  of  logistic  support  for  Operation  SAM 
HOUSTON  was  to  furnish  required  support  as.  far  forward  as  possible.  To 
accomplish  this,  forward  logistic  bases  were  collocated  with  brigade 
trains.  The  forward  logistics  bases  provided  Class  I,  III  and  V  supply 
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% 

support  and  necessary  service  support  to  include  maintenance,  medical, 
bath,  laundry  and  GREEG,  The  above  Logistics  support  in  the  forward 
area,  was  provided  by  a  forward  support  activity  (FSA)  organized. from 
1st  Logistical  Command , VIETNAM  resources. 


(2)  Initially  two  forward  logistics  bases  were  established. 
One  at  L2  3T  (YA853455)  and  one  at  Oasis  (ZA12Q278)  in  consonance  with  the 
tactical  disposition  of  each  brigade.  As  combat  operations  shifted  to  the 


WO Ct  of  the  NAM  S.vTHAY  Rxver  the  forward  base  at  Oasis  was 
both  brigades  were  supported  from  the  logistic  base  at  LZ  3T. 


(3)  With  the  redisposition  of  tactical  elements  east  of  the 
SE  SAN  River,  the  logistic  base  at  3T  displaced  to  LE  THAN  (YA898313)  to 
support  the  1st  Brigade  and  a  logistic  base  was  established  at  Oasis  to 
support  the  2d  Brigade. 


(4)  Resupply  of  forward  logistic  bases  was  accomplished 
primarily  by  LLOC,  Resupply  of  units  in  inaccessible  areas  was  accom¬ 
plished  by  Army  aircraft. 


b.  Material  and  Services. 

(l)  Supply:  The  majority  of  supplies  consumed  during 
Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  were  issued  through  the  Forward  Support  Area's  (FSA) 
operated  by  1st  Logistical  Command.  It  is  estimated,  however,  that 
approximately  5,000  tons  of  supplies  were  issued  directly  to  units  from 
rear  base  areas.  Supplies  issued  from  rear  areas  include  fuel  utilized 
by  aircraft  and  vehicles  in  direct  support  of  combat  operations.  Class  V 
issued  to  units  from  ASP  341  at  Camp  Holloway  and  Class  II  &  IV  supplies 
issued  to  units  by  DSO  at  BMBC. 


(a) 

The  following  Class  V  items  were  issued  directly 

to  units  from  AS?  341: 

TYPE 

NO  RDS 

WEIGHT  (S/T) 

105mm 

13,000 

390 

155mm 

5,000 

348 

l?5mm 

4,000 

530 

8-inch 

5.000 

640 

TOTAL 

27,000 

1,908 

(b) 

A  summary  of  supplies  issued  through  supporting 

FSA' s  is  shown  below: 

SUPPLY  CLASS 

AVERAGE  DAILY  ISSUE 

TOTAL  ISSUES  WEIGHT  (S/T- 

Class.  I 

"A"  Ra'A.ins 

3,300  (rations) 
24 

313,500  945 
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SUPPLY  CLASS 

AVERAGE  DAILY  ISSUE 

TOTAL  ISSUES 

WEIGHT 

Class  I 

"B"  Rations 

1,900 

6 

MCI  (in  Rations) 

3,100 

£14^900 

__222 

TOTAL 

6,400 

610,300 

1,659 

Class  III 

JP4 

10,100  (Gallons) 

959,500 

2,832 

AVGaS 

500 

47,500 

145 

MOGAS 

3.000 

285.000 

870 

DIESEL 

TOTAL 

3.800 

I7,4b0 

361.000 

1 

1.304 

£i5T 

Class  IV 


ITEM 

Sand  Bags 

Concertina  (Bundles) 
"U"  Shape  Pickets 

TOTAL 


TOTALS  ISSUES  WEIGHT  (S/T) 


1, 123,820 

25 

3,000 


182 

21 

J& 

218 


Class  V:  A  total  of  8,785  short  .tons  of  Class  V  was  Used  during 
Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  for  a  daily  average  of  103  short  tons.,  Major  items 
consumed  are  as  follows: 


ITEM 

UOnst n  (Gren) 

81mm 

90ran 

105nsa 

4.2  inch 

155nsn 

175nm 

8-inch 

2.75  inch  Rocket 


QTY  (IN  ROUNDS) 

37,600 

40,000 

500 

142,000 

48,000 

15,000 

4,000 

11,000 

6,000 


(c)  Water  joints  i  ssuea :  Two  water  points  were  operated 
in  forward  areas  and  issued  a  total  of  2,tX30,000  gallons  of  potable  water 
for  a  daily  average  of  21, OOC^gallona . 

(d)  Recapitulation  of  supplies  consumed: 
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A  0 

ISSUED  FROM  WEIGHT  (S/T) 


FSA 

Rear  Areas 
TOTAL 


15.913 

20.913 


Daily  issues  averaged  220  short  tons.  Th±3  closely  approxi¬ 
mates  the  theater  average  for  a  two  brigade  force, 

(e)  In  addition  to  tonnage  of  Class  III  and  V  used  by 
division  units,  the  US  Air  Force  expended  the  following  Class  III  and  V 
in  support  of  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON: 

Class  III 


to  22  March  1967.  are  shown  below; 


2A 


CONtlbENTIAL 


AIRCRAFT 

OTY  (IN  GAL) 

Fighters 

2,382 

B-52's 

2,125 

Class  V 

i 

Delivered  by  Fighters; 

j 

ORDNANCE 

m 

WEIGHT  (S/T)  I  j 

i  3 

Bombs 

3,152 

1  i 

2,532  1  3 

CBU 

777 

1,109-  |  | 

Napalm 

3,396 

1,033 

Rockets 

477 

95  j  j 

Delivered  by  Fighter  &  AC-47  (SPOOKY); 

i  : 

1 

2Ctam 

262,842  (Rds) 

66  ; 

7.62mm 

310,000 

8 

; 

Delivered  by  B-52's: 

Bomb3 

Unk 

3,567 

... 

(2)  Services:  A  clothing  direct  exchange  (DX)  facility  was 

established  in  the  forward  support 

area  at  LZ  3T 

.  The  purpose  of  the  ! 

exchange  point  was  to  aElow  units  to  exchange  unserviceable  clothing  once 
it  had  been  sorted  out  for  laundering.  The  DX.  point  was  collocated  with 
the  field  laundry  unit.  Total  exchanges  effected  during  period  14  January 

J 

j 
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m 

Trousers,  Tropical  2200 

Shirts,  Tropical  ^  1279 

Boots,  Jungle  880 

Rocks,  Cushion  Solo  1200 

Towels  200 

Undershirts,  cotton  1800 

Drawers,  cotton  1900 

This  facility  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  the  combat  soldier  by- 
reducing  replacement  ticio  for  individual  clothing.  Above  figures  do  not 
include  issues  made  from  base  camp  through  normal  supply  channels  but  are 
useful  in  that  they  indicate  a  replacement  trend  ratio  for  the  jungle 
covered  terrain  in  the  SAM  HOUSTON  AO, 

c.  Maintenance, 

(1)  Maintenance  support  for  tactical  units  was  provided  by 
the  704th  Maintenance  Battalion  with  a  combination  of  forward  support 
elements  and  mobile  contact  teams  backed  up  by  the  Headquarters  and  Main 
Support  Company  at  Dragon  Mountain  Base  Camp, 

(2)  Forward  support  elements  were  stationed  in  the  brigade 
trains  area  while  armrred  and  cavalry  units  were  supported  by  mobile 
contact  teams, 

(3)  Aircraft  maintenance  support  was  provided  from  Dragon 
Mountain  Base  Camp* 

(4)  Job  Orders  processed  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  are 

shown  below: 


TYPE. JOB  ORDER 

m 

Mechanical 

1067 

Electronic 

20?6 

Armament 

418?. 

Aircraft 

241 

TOTAL 

7566 

d,  Transportation, 

(1)  The  primary  means  of  resupply  during  Operation  SAM 
HOUSTON  was  accomplished  via  LLOC,  The  MSR's  utilized  were  as  follows: 

(a)  .Route  509  from  PLEIKU  to  New  PU3I  DJERENG. 
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(b)  Route  19  West  from  PLE1KU  to  BUG  CO.  -> 

(q)  Route  14B, 

(2)  The  following  procedures  were  used  in  traffic  movement 

and  control: 

(a)  All  traffic  to  include  single  vehicles,  moving  to 
forward  areas  were  cleared  through  DTO. 

(b)  The  Division  Movement  Control  Center  (DTO)  organized 
convoys,  coordinated  for  security  during  movement  and  established  movement 
times.  DTO  representatives  located  in  forward  base  areas  coordinated  con¬ 
voy  movement  from  the  forward  area  to  base  camp.  Traffic  control  posts 
were  established  on  route  entrances  to  the  AO  to  prevent  unauthorized  and/ 
or  unscheduled  traffic  from  traveling  on  the  MSA's. 

(c)  Security  and  convoy  control  wa3  provided  utilizing 
two  different  methods  based  on  availability  of  security  forces, 

1.  Security  for  movement  of  convoys  on  the  MSR ’ s 
was  accomplished  by  securing  the  road,  (armor  units  establishing  strong 
points  along  the  route)  and/or  physical  escort  of  convoys  by  armor  units, 

2.  Military  Police  were  utilized  for  escorting 
convoys  where  the  road  had  been. secured  by  strong  points.  The  Military 
Police  monitored  the  security  forces  net  and  thus  would  have  been  able 
to  call  for  immediate  assistance. 

(3)  The  DTO  section  and  Military  Police  had  to  be  augmented 
with  vehicles  and  personnel  to  give  these  elements  the  capability  to 
effect  proper  traffic  coordination,  movement  and  control, 

(4)  During  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  a  reported  12,400  vehicles 
traveled  on  Division  MSR'3  to  resupply  forward  areas  and  to  effect  move-, 
ment  of  units. 

e.  Medical. 

(1)  Medical  clearing  in  forward  areas  was  provided  by  the 
4th  Medical  Battalion  with  the  main  clearing  capability  retained  at 
Dragon  Mountain  Base  Camp,  The  clearing  section  in  support  of  1st  Brigade 
elements  consisted  of  19  EM  and  three  officers  (2  MC,  1  KSC).  The  clear¬ 
ing  section  in  support  of  2d  Brigade  consisted  of  21  EM  end  three  officers 
(1  MC,  1  DC,  1  MSC).  Medical  support  included  daily  sick  call,  lab  and 
dental  service  and  emergency  care. 

(2)  Medical  evacuation  from  the  battle  area  to  the  clearing 
station  and  from  the  clearing  station  to  DMBC  or  18th  Surgical  Hospital 
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at  PLEIKU  v/as  exclusively  by  air  ambulance.  Helicopter  ambulances  were 
stationed  in  forward  areas  and  back-up  ambulance  ships  were  located  at  FIEDCU, 
The  unit  furnishing  ambulance  suppo-\  was  the  498th  Air  Ambulance  Company 
stationed  at  PLEIKU. 

(3)  A  '3umniary  of  medical  services  .rendered  by  the  forward 
clearing  sections  is  given  below: 


(a) 

Total  patients  seen 

3033 

(b) 

Admitted  to  Forward  Clearing  Station 

1734 

(c) 

Evacuated  to  18th  Surgical  Hospital 

608 

(d) 

Evacuated  to  Base  Clearing  Station 

1086 

(e) 

Returned  to  duty 

40 

(f) 

Total  out  patient  (sick  call) 

1299 

Problem  Areas. 

(1)  Tank  M48A3 :  The  high  deadline  rate  persisted  throughout 
Operation  SAM  HOUSTON*  The  most  frequent  mechanical  failures  occurred  in 
tank  power  trains  and  suspension  systems.  Primary  faults  in  power  trains 
were  caused  by  engine  and  transmission  failures  attributable  to  the.  high 
mileage.  This  problem  pointed  up  the  need  for  an  accelerated  program  to 
replace  tanks  with  over  5000  miles0  The  prime  cause  for  suspension  com¬ 
ponent  faults  was  mine  damage, 

(2)  Heavy  Duty  Chain  Saws:  Chain  Saws  currently  authorized 
fop  tactical  units  are  inadequate  for  cutting  thick  hardwood  trees  in  the  aO, 
which  at  times  exceed  five  feet  in  diameter.  As  a  result,  excessive  delays 
were  encountered  in  preparing  LZ’s  for  extraction  of  casualties.  A  request 
for  issue  of  a  heavy  duty,  two-man  power  saw,  has  been  submitted  on  the  basis 
of  two  per  infantry  battalion  and  two  per  combat  engineer  company. 

(3)  Radio  AN/Pi'.C  25:  TOE  authorizations  for  the  AN/PRC  25 
radio  are  inadequate,  because  of  the  limited  range  and  reliability  of  the 
AN/PRC  6  and  the  need  to  equip  long  range  patrols  with  the  AN/PRC  25.  This 
problem  was  partially  alleviated  when  USARV  approved  an  issue  of  75  against 
a  special  request  for  324  additional  AN/FRC  25  radios.  The  AN/FRC  25  radio 
has  proven  to  be  a  highly  reliable  radio.  Consideration  should  be  given 
for  issue  of  th±3  radio  for  use  within  platoons. 

(4)  Helicopter  Ambulances:  Extraction  of  casualties  continued 
to  be  a  problem  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON.  The  problem  is  that  of  ex¬ 
tracting  personnel  from  the  jungle  containing  thick  undergrowth  and  trees 
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ranging  in  height  up  to  200  feet.  CH-47  Helicopters  are  being  used  where  the 
UH-1D  Helicopter  is  not  capable  of  hovering  above  the  jungle  canopy.  Action 
taken  to  alleviate  this  problem  was  the  submission  of  an  equipment  improve¬ 
ment  recommendation  on  the  UH-1D  winch  system  and  an  endeavor  by  I  Field 
Force,  VIETNAM  to  assign  incoming  UK-1D  aircraft  equipped  with  more  powerful 
"Dash  13"  Engines  to  the  highlands. 

g.  Communications, 

(3)  The  124th  Signal  Battalion  at  the  start  of  the  operation 
provided  the  division  with  normal  communication  support,  and  continued  this 
support  throughout  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  until  its  termination, 

(2)  On  19  February,  the  Divis.  a  Signal  Office  in  support  of 
the  operation  installed  and  operated  a  systems  control  (SYS  CON)  at  the 
Division  TAC  CP.  An  AN/MRC-69  VHF  radio  system,  MTC-7  switchboard,  MGC-17 
message  center  and  an  AN/GRC-A6  radio  teletype  were  ail  oporated  at  3T  to 
support  the  TAC  CP.  The  VHF  radio  system  provided  six  hot  line,  four  common- 
user  and  two  teletype  circuits  between  the  division  base  cemp  and  the  TAC  CP. 
Lateral  trunk  lines  were  layed,  interconnecting  Division  TAC  (Famous  FWD),  1st 
Brigade  FWD  (Formal),  and  2d  Brigade  FWD  (Fortify)  switchboards  providing 
alternate  routing  capability  to  the  base  camp.  The  MCC-17  was  used  for 
terminating  a  teletype  circuit  from  Famous  communications  center.  The 
AN/GRC-46  operated  in  the  Division  Command  Net  #3  (i*M)  Radio  Teletype.  The 
above  systems  closed  iown  operations  on  28  March  and  returned  to  base  camp. 

(3)  During  the  operation  the  signal  battalion  provided  equip¬ 
ment  and  personnel  to  establish  a  multi-rchannel  VHF  system  from  division 
headquarters  to  1st  Battalion,  69  th  Armor  and  the  same  service  to  1st 
Squadron,  10th  Cavalry.  This  service  was  in  addition  to  the  normal  radio 
service  provided. 

(4)  Problem  areas  experienced  during  the  operation  were 
extreme  dust  end  high  temperatures  which  created  persistent,  maintenance  and 
overheating  problems.  Although  the  use  of  overhead  cover  and  3andbags  helped 
to  reduce  the  heat  inside  of  the  signal  vans,  the  installation  of  air  con¬ 
ditioning'  would  eliminate  most  problems  caused  by  overheating. 

h.  Personnel, 

(l)  The  following  replacements  were  received  during  Operation 

SAM  HOUSTON. 


Si 
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TOTAL 
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(2)  Replacement  priorty  units  established  during  the  operation 

were: 


UNIT 


APPROX  PERIOD  OF  PRIORITY 


1st  Bn,  69th  Armor 
2d  Bn,  8th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  12th  Inf 
3d  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2d  Bn,  35th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  8th  Inf 


1  Jan  -  15  Feb 
15  Jan  -  28  Feb 
1  Mar  -  7  Mar 
1  Mai*  -  19  Mar 
1  Mar  -  26  Mar 
19  Mar  -  26  Mar 


14. 


a.  Scout  Dog  operations* 

(1)  During  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON,  the  tti  vision  was  supported 
by  one  infantry  platoon  (scout  dog).  Scout  dog  teams  were  conmitted  on  209 
separate  occasions  in  support  of  the  operation, 

(2)  The  effectiveness  of  the  scout  dog  teams  was  impaired  by 
the  heat  and  dry  weather  condition,  witich  quickly  tired,  the  dogs*  The 
capability  of  the  dogs  was  further  restricted  by  the  heavy  jungle  found  in 
the  SAJI  HOUSTON  AO, 

(3)  The  scout  dog  teams  were  more  effectively  employed  than  in 
previous  operations,  primarily  because  of  commander's  increased  experience 
with  scout  dog  capabilities* 

(4)  A  recapitulation  of  alerts/actions  of  scout  dog  teams 

follows: 


DATE  ACTION 


7  Jan 
17  Jan 
22  Jan 
3  Fab 
16  Feb 


3  Mar 
1.0  Mar 


Found  tunnel  system  in  a  village. 

Found  a  cave  and  two  enemy  huts. 

Found  a  tunnel. 

Alerted  company  to  an  abondoned  enemy  battalion  size  base  camp. 
Alerted  to  three  enemy  snipers  hiding  in  trees;  Results' were 
three  NVA  KIA.  Dog  then  alerted  to  a  platoon  size  enemy  force. 

AT  +ft  onanur  r\rar»  ‘In  Rn^  TlPr  ftflCAOftri  Whdl)  fiPfid 

VVM  ww  v*»vl*y  w***f<v*  <**•“  V"-* — - * - 

upon. 

.Alerted  to  enemy  presence  100  meters  to  the  front.  Company 
moved  forward  and  killed'  six  NVA,  who  were  in  a  rest  area. 
Alerted  to  the  right .  flank  of  a  patrol.  A  squad  checked  out 
the  alert  ami  found  a  hut.  100  meters,  distance.  Hut  contained 
nine  CH1C0K  light  machine  gun a,  one  US  Cat  .30  light  machine 
gun,  one  US  Cal  ,50  machine  gun,  three  anti-aircraft  guns,  two 
field  phones  and  50  boxes  of  ammunition. 
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b.  Tracker  Team  operations: 


division.  The  team,  consisting  of  10  personnel  and  supported  by  two  Lab¬ 
rador  dogs,  was  specially  trained  in  fieldcraft  and.  reading  the  signs  of  the 
trail.  It  was  employed  to  locate  enemy  personnel,  equipment  and  bodies. 

The  team  is  credited  with  finding  five  buried  NVA  bodies,  several  bunker 
complexes  and  miscellaneous  equipment.  The  team  was  not  with  the  division 
long  enough  to  evaluate  its  capability  or  potential. 


c,  Man-packed  Position  Locator: 


A  man-packed  position  locator  .was  evaluated.  The  locator  oper¬ 
ated  on  the  principle  of  a  pedometer  correlated  with  a  compass.  The  locator 
corrected  itself  when  deviations  from  an  established  forward  direction  of 
travel  were  made,  i.e.,  when  the  wearer  moved  in  the  direction  of  travel  set 
on  the  machine,  each  step  was  added;  when  he  moved  in  the  opposite  of  the 
direction  set  on  the  machine,  each  step  was  subtracted;  tangent  movements 
were  added  or  subtracted  in  proportion  to  relative  forward  movement.  Instruc¬ 
tion  of  machine  operators  and  supervision  of  evaluation  was  accomplished  by  a 
technician  from  the  Limited  War  Laboratory,  Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds,  Maryland 
The  device  was  considered  unsatisfactory  inasmuch  as  both  tested  instruments 
failed  to  function  after  a  few  days  operation. 

d.  XM148,  J+Omm  grenade  launcher: 

The  XM143,  40mm  grenade  launcher  was  field  evaluated  during 
Operation  SAM  HOUSTON.  All  combat  battalions  received  TOE  allocations  of  the 
weapon.  Although  evaluation  had  not  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  oper¬ 
ation,  two  known  deficiencies  of  he  weapons  system  were  the  difficulty  in 
loading  under  combat  condition  a..u,  fragile  sight  assembly. 

e,  XM576,  40nsn  Multi-Shot  Projectile: 

This  projectile  was  evaluated  and  found  to  be  very  satisfactory. 
It  was  reported  that  the  projectile  has  sufficient  velocity  to  penetrate"  the 
jungle  foliage  to  ranges  up  to  50  meters.  The  pattern  of  the  projectile  was 
found  to  be  about  three  feet  at  ten  meters  range.  The  projectile  is  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  standard  Class' V  munition. 


f,  Man-Pack  Personnel  Detector: 

The  man-packed  personnel  detector  (MPD)  was  evaluated  and  found 
to  be  effective  under  ideal  conditions.  It  was  found  that  it  v»uld  detect 
small  groups  of  Montagnards  at  distances  of  up  to  203  meters;  however,  there 
must  be  at  least  a  4-5  knot  wind  and  the  MPD  must  always  work  into  the  wind. 
It  was  found  that  airborne  employment  (helicopter-mounted)  was  effective. 

The  major  problem  with  the  detector  was  that  of  maintaining  -it  in  operational 
condition;  for  this  reason,  preliminary  evaluation  indicated  that  the  device 
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g.  Trace  Metal  Detection  Kites 

Fifteen  trace  metal  detection  kits  were  employed  in  operations 
to  detect  suspected  VC.  As  a  result  of  the  employment  of  these  trace  metal 
detection  kits ,  62  VC  were  identified.  The  kit  was  found  to  be  relatively 
maintenance  free.  Operator  training  poses  no  problems. 

h.  CAR-15  Sub-Machine  Gun: 

The  compact,  easy  to  aarry  CAR-15  Sub-Machine  Gun  has  proved 
very  desirable  for  use  by  leaders  in  the  jungle  because  of  the  freedom  of 
movement  it  provides  them.  The  30  round  magazine  had  proven  effective  for 
use  on  initial  contact  and  20  round  magazines  can  be  used  thereafter. .  Re condo 
patrols  have  also  found  the  weapon  easier  to  handle  in  the  Jungle. 

i.  light  Marker,  Distress: 

This  device  has  proven  very  effective  for  marking  friendly 
positions  for  the  conduct  of  air  strikes  in  dense  jungles  and  for  marking 
landing  zones  far  medical  evacuation  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

j.  White  Phosphorus  grenades:  Units  have  been  very  successful  in 
using  white  phosphorus  grenades  to  mark  positions  under  thick  jungle  canopy 
during  daylight.  The  hot  smoke  rises  and  pierces  the  canopy;  colored  3moke 
does  not. 


k.  nAN/MRC-3Ai" :  To  gain  a  smaller  VHP  equipment  configuration 
that  could  be  easily  helilifted  into  hard  to  reach  locations  in  support  of 
rapid  reaction  forces,  the  signal  battalion  fabricated  an  ,'At01RC-34|". 

This  wa3  accomplished  by  dividing  an  AN/MRC-69  in  half  and  mounting  each 
half  on  a  3/4  ton  truck  and  trailer, 

l.  No-Doz  missions.  No-Doz  night  tape  loudspeaker  missions,  flown 
by  Air  Force  C-47  aircraft,  were  initiated  half-way  through  Operation  SAK 
HOUSTON.  The  missions  flown  almost  nightly  over  areas  of  known  enemy  troop 
concentrations  were  a  part  of  the  overall  HScI  program,.  The  loudspeakers 
broadcast  music,  messages  to  surrender  and  simulated  battle  noises  to  the 
enemy.  Initially  the  missions  met  with  ground  to  air  fire.  Air  strikes  and 
artillery  fires  wove  placed  on  the  locations  from  which  ground,  to  air  fire 
was  received  and  subsequent  missions  went  unhampered.  Complete  information 
on  the  effectiveness  of  the  missions  is  not  available, but  initial  reaction 
appears  to  indicate  the  missions  were  effective. 

m.  Floating  shingles,  Psyops  leaflets  were  affixed  to  numerous 
blocks  of  wood,  waterproofed  and  floated  down  several  nearly  rivers  in  an 
effort  to  reach  areas  under  VC  control,  Each  leaflet  stated  in  VIETNAMESE 
"For  Peace  and  Prosperity,  Support-  the  Government  of  VIETNAM".  The  leaflet 
went  further  tc  instruct  the  finder  to  take  the  leaflet  to  the  nearest  FWMAF 
and  collect  a  five  piaster  reward.  No  leaflets  have  been  turned  in  as  yet. 
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n.  Soil  stabilization.  Peneprime  proved  to  be  very  effective  in 
soil  stabilization  and  reduced  the  dust  problem  on  roads  and  helicopter  pads. 
Peneprime  is  most  effective  when  applied  on  a  laterite  cap  ana  uivcx-  wu6  &rv= 
has  been  sprinkled  with  water.  Spreading  of  peneprime  was  accomplished  by 
one  asphalt  distributor  from  a  general  support  engineer  battalion  and  by 
homemade  "Jury  rigs"  available  in  nany^ units.  The  gravity  feed  homemade 
unit  is  slow  and  inefficient  but  workable. 


o.  Use  of  dozers.  D-4  dozers  were  helilifted  into  landing  zones 
and  forward  fire  support  bases  to  clear  away  brush  and  snaU.  trees.  The 
dozer's  effectiveness  was  limited  in  clearing  heavier  Jungle  type  vegetation. 
This  deficiency  was  partially  overcome  by  employing  the  dozers  in  pairs,  lo 
prepare  for  the  helilift  each  dozer  waB  rigged  as  two  loads;  the  dozers, 
less  blades,  were  lifted  by  CH-54  Crane;  and  the  blades  were  lifted  by 
CH-47  Chinooks. 


v 
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15.  (C)  LESSORS  LEARNED  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

a.  Lessons  Learned. 

(l)  Operations 

Search  Techniques  And  Security  Of  Movement 
Item:  Search  techniques  and  security  of  movement. 

Discussion:  The  most  difficult  tactical  problem  found  in  fighting  the  NVA 
in  large  areas  of  difficult  terrain  is  *f lading  the  enemy*.  Tliat  is,  finding 
him  -without  having  tactical  units  shot  up  and  pinned  down  by  automatic  weapons 
and  snipers  (also  armed  with  automatic  weapons)  at  close  range,,  Our  tremen¬ 
dous  advantage  in  firepower  permits  us  to  accept  combat  on  hie  terms  if  we 
observe  a  few  basic  fundamentals  which  minimize  or  preclude  conditions  where 
our  supporting 'fires  cannot  be  effectively  utilized. 

Observation:  A  tactical  unit  (company  or  platoon)  moving  over  difficult , 
Jungle  covered  terrain  must  have  security  elements  covering  the  main  body 
(front,  flanks,  and  rear)  at  a  distance  from  the  main  body  coisnens urate 
with  control.  Not  less  than  100  maters  is  desirable  if  feasible.  When 
entering  areas  where  observation  is  greater  than  50  meters,  this  distance 
should  be  increased  proportionately.  When  moving  over  trails,  point  elements 
should  precede  the  main  body  by  hot  less  than  200  meters.  Normally  a  fire 
team  should  be  designated  as  the  point  element  for  a  .rifle  platoon  or  company. 
However,  two  men  should  precede  the  remainder  of  the  point  element  by  not  less 
than  50  meters. 

Movement  by  hounds  is  the  most  effective  and  secure  method  of  moving 
over  and  searching  difficult  terrain.  A  rifle  company  or  platoon  establishes 
a  hasty  perimeter,  then  sends  out  fire  team  or  squad  size  patrols,  in  all 
directions  to  a  distance  of  from  3Cfc)  to  1,000  meters.  Several  different 
search  patterns. can  be  used  including  the  cloverleaf,  starburst  and  zig-zag. 
Flan  must  also  provide  for  an  adequate  reaction  force  and  must  include  pro¬ 
vision  for  rapid  reassembly  of  the  command.  After  searching  the  initial 
area,  the  unit  moves,  still  secured,  to  another  location  on  its  axis  of 
advance  and  repeats  the  operation.  The  distance  which  patrols  search  from 
the  unit  base  will  depend  on  the  time  element,  terrain,  and  the  mission. 

Mutual.. Support 

Item;  Mutual  support  between  units  in  search  pud  destroy  operations  is 
synonymous  with  reaction  time. 

Discussion:  In  the  difficult  terrain  north  of  the  SE  SAN  River  and  west  of 
•  the  NAM  SATHAY  River,mutual  support  was  frequently  provided  by  keeping 
infantry  companies  within  from- one  to  three  hours  (cross-country  movement 
time)of  each  other.  This  technique  was  used  for  several  reasons: 
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a.  The  enemy  was  known  to  be  in  the  area  in  considerably  greater 
strength  (numerically)  than  we  had  available. 


b.  The  eneny  had  the  capability  of  moving  large  forces  (several 
regiments)  from  his  sanctuary  into  our  area  of  operation  within  a  matter 
of  hours. 


c.  The  ensuy^  had  gyou  intelligence  of  our  strength  and  movements, 

d.  The  terrain  was  extremely  difficult  and  overland  movement  slow. 


e.  Few  landing  zones  were  available  and  reinforcement  by  air  was 
frequently  impossible. 


f.  NVA  tactics  were  predictable.  In  almost  every  instance  of  ma'  r 
contact,  the  NVA  attempted  to  ambush,  surround,  and  destroy  a  platoon  or  a 
company  size  force  with  an  NVA  unit  of  battalion  size  or  larger. 


g.  Predictable  engagements  with  an  enemy  on  his  terms  require  a 
preponderance  of  firepower  plus  the  capability  to  reinforce  within  a 
reasonable  period  of  time  if  wo  are  to  be  successful  undef  such  circumstances. 

In  areas  where  the  terrain  is  more  open  and  LZs  are  available  or  can 
be  readily  constructed,  reaction  time  is  related  to  airmobility  rather  than 
ground  mobility.  However,  the  same  results  are  achieved.  The  requirement 
is  to  rapidly  support  or  reinforce  small  units  which  gain' heavy  contact  with 
the  enemy.  This  reaction  capability  must  be  related  to  the  enemy  and  the 
size  of  the  units  involved.  For  example,  if  a  battalion  is  searching  with 
platoon  size  units  in  an  area  where  contact  with  enemy  battalion  size  units 
is  expected,  reaction  time  must  be  reduced.  If  the  searching  units  are  of 
company  size,  reaction  time  may  be  greater  than  that  required  for  a  platoon. 

Observation:  In  search  operations  against  major  (regiment  end  larger)  NVA 
forces,  the  ability  to  support  (reinforce)  a  riELe  unit  (company  or  platoon) 
with  a  like  or  larger  unit  is  mandatory.  Reaction  time  is  a  vital  factor. 

Two  rifle  companies  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  within  mutual 
sv.pport  distance  may  each  be  ’considered  a  aeaction  force.  In  terrain  where 
reaction  by  air  is  feasible,  the  reaction  force  may  be  seperate  from  the 
search  and  clear  force  by  twenty  or  more  miles . -  time,  not  distance,  is  the 
criterion. 


Patrol  Patterns 

Item:  Varying  patrol  patterns. 

Discussion:  The  enemy  is  aw^rd  that  our  patrols  never  return  by  the  same 
route.  This  allows  him  to  move  into  an  area  after  a  patrol  has  passed  with¬ 
out  fear  of  detection.  Moreover,  he  often  utilizes  patrols  of  three  to  five 
men  to  trail  US  units.  Patrolling  back  and  forth  in  zig-zag  patterns,  cover¬ 
ing  a  specific  area  and  then  circling  back,  has  proven  effective.  The  clover 
leaf  pattern  is  also  good  and  provides  good  security. 
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Observation:  Vary  patrol  patterns  and  routes  so  as  to  occasionally  re-search 
an  area.  This  could  result  in  the  elimination  of  trailing  parties  or  estab¬ 
lishing  contacts  with  infiltrated  units. 


Marking  locations 
Mr ylH tip  loCStiOSJ  OT  y  VUlitS* 

Discussion:  The  heavy  jungle  of  the  Central  Highlands  makes  lo  mating  friendly 
units  from  the  air  very  difficult,  Recent  experience  has  shown  that  hand 
held  flares  and  smoke  grenades  often  fail  to  pentrate  up  through  the  overhead 
canopy. 


Observation:  The  use  of  otar  clusters : fired  'from  M79  grenade  launchers  and 
strobe  lights  have  proven  the  most  successful  methods  of  accurately  identify¬ 
ing  the  location  and  limits  of  the  perimeter  of  friendly  units  under  the 
Jungle  canopy. 


Landing  Zones 


Item:  Securing  Landing  Zones, 

Discussion:  In  areas  where  LZs  are  limited,  it  must  be  assumed  that  all 
.are  hot  and  mined.  The  NVA  has  made  a  concerted  effort  to  keep  all  potential 
LZs  under  observation  by  small  recon  elements  and  has  in  some  instances 
implaced  command  detonated  mines  in  the  LZ  as  anti-helicopter  devices. 

Observation:  When  time  permits,  the  best  method  of  securing  a  LZ  is  to  move 
a  rifle  company  overland  to  accomplish  the  task.  The  company  should  secure 
the  LZ  by  establishing  outpost  or  strong  points  wAU.  out  from  the  LZ  (200- 
500  meters).  Timing  is  important,  the  "Remainder  of  the  force  to  moVe  into 
a  secured  LZ  should  initiate  movement  as  soon  as  the  LZ  is  declared  secure. 

The  NVA  is  aware  of  our  technique  of  securing  LZs  for  airmobil^  movement' and 
may  react  prior  to  reinforcement  of  the  securing  unit  if  given ^adequate  time. 

A  second  method  of  securing  a  LZ  without  air  assault,  is  the  use  of  a  sma? 1 
reconnaissance  patrol.  The  patrol  i3  landed  several  thousand  meters  from 
the  proposed  LZ.  It  moves  overland  to  arrive  at  the  LZ  a  few  hours  before 
the  first  assualt  elements  are  scheduled  to  arrive.  The  area  around  the  LZ 
is  carefully  reconnoitered  to  a  distance  of  about  500  meters  from  the  LZ. 
if  no  enemy  are  in  the  area,  the  patrol  members  station  themselves  200-300 
meters  from  the  LZ  on  the  approach  and  departure  routes  for  the  lift  aircraft. 
The  assault  units  move  in  rapidly  without  preparation  of  the  LZ.  If  the 
patrol  sights  significant  enemy  troops  in  the  area,  they  withdraw,  the  LZ  is 
prepared  by  artillery  air  strikes  and  rifle  troops  assault  the  LZ, 
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necessary  to  occupy  battalion  fire  bases  for  excessive  periods  (more  than 
one  week).  The  longer  a  unit  remains  in  a  base,  the  greater  the  tendency 
to  got  comfortable.  Artillery  and  mortar  ansnunition  on  hand  increases, 
excessive  rations  may  be  stocked,  cooking  units  appear,  varxous  items  of 
supply  are  readily  available,  extra  radio  vehicles  are  frequently  airlifted 
into  the  base,  and  even  administrative  personnel  with  typewriters  may  appear. 
There  are  throe  good  reasons  which  demand  that  impedimenta  in  fire  bases  be 
limited  to  essential  requirements.  First,  we  increase  demands  on  limited, 
airlift  resources;  second,  we  create  an  unnecessarily  profitable  target  for 
enemy  mortar  attacks;  and  third,  whan  the  tacical  situation  requires  an 
immediate  move,  we  are  too  heavy  to  respond  with  the  necessary  degree  of 
mobility. 

Observation:  It  is  essential  that  unnecessary  impediment*,  be  eliminated 
from  battalion  fire  bases.  This  can  be  effectively  accomplished  by  establish¬ 
ing  specific  limits  on  the  number  of  CH-47  and  UH-1D  sorties  allocated  for 
the  movement  of  an  infantry  battalion  and  its  supporting  artillery  battery. 
Although  the  number  of  UH-1D  sorties  required  will  vary  with  the  strength  of 
the  rifle  companies,  the  number  of  CH-47  sorties  may  be  fixed  for  all  units. 
For  example,  17  sorties  will  move  an  artillery  battery  (105)  with  two  radio 
vehicle.';  and  1,400  rounds  of  ammunition.  One  radio  vehicle  and  1,200  rounds 
of  ammunition  is  normally  adequate.  When  a  unit  is  evacuating  a  fire  bade 
it  should  plan  to  reduce  its  artillery  ammunition  and  other  supplies  should 
be  similarly  reduced.  The  infantry  battalion* s  requirements  can  be  easily 
determined  but  must  always  take  into  consideration  the  weathey  terrain,  and 
enemy  capabilities. 


Security 

Item;  Swoops  around  defense  perimeters. 

Discussion:  The  NVA  effectively  observes  our  fire  bases,  both  by  ground 
reconnaissance  .and- by  observation  of  helicopter  flight  patterns.  Other 
enemy  observation  includes  the  direction  of  movement  from  the  fire  bases 
and  frequently  movemont  along  trails  and  other  axis.  Therefore,  it  is 
necessary  to  daily  sweep  the  area  around  fire  bases.  When  units  move  out 
of  a  fire  base,  they  should  never  depart  in  the  direction  they  intend  to 
follow.  For  example,  a  company  going  on  a  search  operation  to  the  north 
should  leave  the  fire  base  to  the  south,  east,  or  west  and  circle  north  when 
some  distance:  from  the  fire  base.  The  same  principle  applies  to  the  rifle 
company  on  a  search  and  destroy  mission  away  from  the  battalion  fire  base. 

Observation:  Fire  Support  Bases  should  sweep  their  perimeters  out  to  a 
distance  of  1,000  meters,  using  varying  patrol  routes  and  times,  to  detect 
any  possible  build  up  of  enemy  forces  in  the  vicinity.  Companj.es  in  night  • 
locations  in  the  jungle  should  sweep  their  perimeters  at  first  light  out 
td  a  minimum  distance  o£  200  meters  to  check  for  enemy  infiltration  during 
the  night. 


38 

C-OKlpiOEUTlM- 


<P 


CONFIDENTIAL 


aVDDK-GC  -  '  16  May  1967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCS:  MaCV  J3-32) 

■Landing  Areas  At  Fire  Support  Bases 

Item;  Helicopter  landing  areas  at  firs  support  bases s 

Discussion:  When  selecting  landing  zones  at  fire  support  bases,  primary 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  approaches  and  touch-down  point  for 
helicopters.  Tents  and  other  equipment  should  not  be  placed  in  the  approach 
or  take-off  paths.  The  touch-down  point  should  be  well  up  wind  from  the 
lowest  barrier  ansi  in  an  area  ns  free  from  dust  and  debris  as  possible.  ~lh 
addition  there  should  bo  no  burning  fires  in  the  vicinity  of  the  landing 
zones  that  would  be  affected  by  the  rotor  wash  from  the  helicopter. 

Observation:  The  approaches,  touch-down  points  and  take-off  paths  of 
landing  zones  at  fire  support  bases  should  be  as  free  as  possible  of  any 
obstructions,  equipment,  dust  and  debris.  Any  fires  in  the  vicinity  of 
landing  zones  should  be  extinguished  by  oovering  with  dirt  before  a  helicopter 
approaches  to  avoid  scattering  of  flames  arid  sparks. " 

Might  Observation  Deviee/Ground  Surveillance  Radar 

Item:  Employment  of  night  observation  device  ( starlight  scope)  end  ground 
surveillance  radar. 

PlacuBsibrn '  The  starlight  scope  enables  the  observer  to  quickly  spot  a 
target,  but  does  not  provide  accurate  distance  or  direction  measurement. 

The  short  and  medium  range  ground  surveillance  radar  set3  give  accurate 
direction  and  distance  to  a  target,  but  are  tiring  to  operate. 

Observation:  Operation  of  the,  starlight... scope  rind  radar  together  permits 
quick  discovery  and  range  sensing  of  a  target.  The  target  is  spotted.,  with 
the  starlight  scope,  then  the  radar  has  only  to  search  a  narrow  area  to 
find  it  and  give  quick,  accurate  determination  of  distance  or  direction - 

Fire  Support  And  Maneuver 

Item:  Coordination  of  firs  support  and  maneuver. 

Discussion:  It  is  reemphasized  that  immediate  application  of  firepower, 
when  significant  contact  is  established,  is  the  decisive  factor.  When  contact 
is  established  with  the  enemy,  the  commander's  iasr.edxate  emphasis  must  be  on  .. 
methods  of  maximizing  effective  use  of  ell  supporting  fires  available, 
rather  than  initially  attempting  sophisticated  fire  and  maneuver  patterns. 
Tactical  maneuver  immediately  after  contact,  frequently  results  in  small 
units  being  separated  and  pinned  down.  '  Sinbe . enemy  snipers  concentrate 
on  radio  operators  and  leaders,  eoraminlcations  may  be  lost  between  tactical 
elements  and  thus  the  application  of  firepower  is  restricted  or  even 
prohibited. 


i 


Observation:  When  firm  contact  is  established  with  NVA  forces  in'  dense 
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known  and  suspected  enemy  positions.  After  intensive  artillery,  mortar 
and  air  strikes,  tactical  elements  maneuver  to  determine;  the  extent 
of  the  area  occupied  by  the  enemy  position/force,  effect  of  supporting 
fires,  additional  support  required  to  prevent  his  withdrawal  from  the 
battlefield,  and  to  destroy  the  remainder  of  the  enemy  force. 

Ground  Orientation  And  Firepower 


Item;  Ground  orientation  end  the  application  of  firepower. 

Discussion:  In  areas  of  dense  jungle  vegetation,  exact  orientation  on  the 
ground  is  frequently  difficult  oven  for  the  most  experienced  personnel. 

Under  such  circumstances,  when  contact  is  made,  there  may  bo  an  unaccept¬ 
able  time  delay  before  supporting  fires  can  ba  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy. 

To  prevent  such  occurrences  when  a  tactical  unit  is  moving  through  the 
jungle,  periodically  an  artillery  round  should  be  registered  along  the 
unit 1 s  axis  of  movement.  In  order  that  the  enemy  may  not  follow  such 
movement  by  observing  the  fires,  it  is  necessary  to  place  a  few'HScI  .rounds 
throughout  the  area.  With  this  procedure,  when  contact  is  made, artillery 
fire  can  be  rapidly  walked  into  the  enemy  position  utilizing  the  last  observed 
or  heard  registration,  round. 

Observation:  Immediate  application  of  firepower,  when  contact  is  established, 
is  the  decisive  factor*  Nothing. can  be  left  to  chance.  Ground  orientation 
and  artillery  registration  are  prerequisites  to  the  prompt  application  of 
firepower.  Therefore,  orientation  should  be  insured  by  periodic  and 
judicious  registration  of  artillery. 


Heavy  Artillery  Fires 


Item:  3.7§om  defensive  fires* 


Discussion:  175mm  defensive  concentrations  lets  than  500  meters  from  the 
fi-'inks  of  a  position  have  proven  successful,.  It  is  imperative  that  the  unit 
have  adequate  overhoad  protection  and  that,  detailed  coordination  be  effected  *' 
with  the  firing  mat  to  insure  that  the  gun-target  line  does  not  intersect 
any  'portion  of  occupied  positions. 


Observation:  _ 175mm  defensive  fires  should  be  included  in  defensive  concentres 
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the  gun -target  line.  Fires  within  less  than  500  meters  from  the  flank  of  a 
position  are  feasible  in  on  emergency. 


Air  Strikes 

Item:  Employment  of  pre-planned  air  strikes. 


Discussion:  On  occasions  aircraft  have  had  to  be  turned  back  from  a  pre¬ 
planned  strike  zone.  This  occurred  when  friendly  units  moved  into  the  target 
areas  and  secondary  target  areas  were  not  designated. 

Observation:  Suitable  secondary  targets  must  be  planned  ahead  of  time  and 
the  FAC  briefed  in  case  primary  targets  cannot  be  struck, 
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Rocondo  Patrols 

Item;  Employment  of'  Pecobdo  Petrols. 


Discussion;  During  Operation  SAH  fJQUSTON,  an  average  of  seven  recondo 
patrols  per  day  were  employed  in  the  division  AO,  Their  invaluable  infor¬ 
mation  Included;  monitoring  enemy  movement  along  trails,  the  location  of 
enemy  way  stations  and  defensive  positions,  ambushing  KVA  patrols,  locating 
possible  landing  zones,  reconnaissance  of  B-52  strike  areas,  and  verifying 
the  absence  of  enemy  activity. 


Observation;  The  continued  use  of  recondo  patrols  is  essential  in  gaining 
a  comprehensive  intelligence  picture  of  enemy  forces  operating  within  the 
division  A0»  The  use  of  recondo  patrols  for  tasks  imeh  as  observing  potential 
landing  zones  and  the  reconnaissance  of  B-52  strike  areas  permits  economy  of 
force  and  frees  tactical  units  for  other  missions. 


Indlvi.,.ai  Soldier 8 s  Load 
Item;  Reduction  of  the  individual  soldier* s  load. 


Discussion;  It  is  no  a  uncommon  to  see  a  iifie  company  moving  out  on  an 
operation  with  soldiers  carrying  from  40  to  60  pounds*  Not  only  do  they 
carry  the  essentials  but  things  "nice  to  have".  Every  3tep  in  jungle  war- 
f  re  is  dangerous  and  a  man’s  survival,  frequently  depends  on  his  ability  to 
react  rapidly.  Every  pound  that  a  man  carries  reduces  that  ability  to  react 
to  some  degree  ant.  proportionally  increases  the  exertion  of  the  individual 
to  carry  the  load.  Therefore,  commanders  must  carefully  consider  each  item, 
carried  and  stipulate  each  individual* s  load  in  light  of  the  unit  *  s  mission, 
the  duration  of  the  operation,  means  of  resupply,  feasibility  of  resupply, 
availability  of  water,  the  climate,  terrain,  arid  .ill  other  relevant  factors. 

Observation;  The  individual  soldier  *  s  load  must  be  tailored  to  the  operation 
and  limilv'd  to  the  essentials.  .It  should  include  individual  weapons  (and/or 
crew  served  weapon),  ammunition,  water,  food,  extra  socks,  poncho  (with  liner 
if  appropriate),  mosquito  repellent,  head  net,  razor  and  toothbrush.  These 
are  the  essentials;  however,  the  essentials  can  be  reduced  by  the  use  of 
halazons  tablets  and  local,  water,  jungle  rations  in  lieu  of  "C"  rations, 
helicopter  drop  of  resupply  and  simply  by  the  use  of  imagination  and  judgement 
on  the  part  of  commanders. 


Casualty  Evacuation  US  -  OTA 


Item;  The  evacuation  of  casualties.  - 


Discussion:  a.  The  OTA,  either  for  religious  or  morale  reason?,  places 
great  emphasis  on  retrieving  all  casualties  and  bodies  from  the  battlefield. 
Practically  every  soldier  carries  a  short  rope  with  a  hook  on  one  end  for- 
the  specific  purpose  of  dragging  bodies  from  the  battlefield.  If  be  can’t 
evacuate  hia  seriously  wounded,  it  is  believed  that  he  nay  kill  them  rather 
than  have  such  personnel  captured. 
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b.  We  have  great  capability  for  the  evacuation  of  casualties.  In 
most  instances,  our  casualties  are  under  a  doctor's  care  in  a  matter  of 
minutes.  However,  there  aro  times  when  evacuation  becomes  a  serious  problem 
and  must  be  approached  with  good  judgement. 

c«  Paragraphs  a  anl  b  above,  present,  at  times,  conflicting  require¬ 
ments;  For  example,  if  contact  has  been  established  and  extends  into  the 
night.  It  may  be  assumed  that  our  supporting  fires  have  inflicted  consider¬ 
able  casualties  on  the  enemy.  As  long  as  our  fires  are  continued,  he  cannot 
effectively  evacuate  the  battlefield  and  will  suffer  additional  casualties 
in  his  attempt.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  will  have  also  sustained  casualties. 

'We  cannot  evacuate  hem,  at  times,  without  lifting  our  artillery  fire  or  at 
least  shifting  it  from  part  of  the  battlefield.  This  of  course,  also  permits 
the  enemy  to  evacuate  casualties.  In  addition,  it  is  an  extremely-  hazardous 
operation  for  a  helicopter  to  land  or  hover  over  an  area  in  the  jungle  with 
the  enemy  near, 

Obse •  vat ion :  Only  emergency  cases,  seriously  wounded,  should  be  evacuated 
from  the  Jungle  at  night.  Artillery  fires  may  be  briefly  shifted  for  this 
purpose  but  tho  commander  should  use  automatic  weapons  and  M-79,s  to  cover 
the  battlefield, 

(2)  Intelligence 

MVA  Reconnaissance  Of  US  Unit  Movements 


Item;  NVA  reconnaissance  of  US  unit  movements. 

Discussion;  Early  in  SAM, HOUSTON,  it  became  apparent  that  the  NVA  were 
using  some  new  and  rather  skillful  procedures  in  ground  observation  to 
keep  track  of  the  movement  of  US  units.  In. general,  it  was  noted  that  he 
used  at  least  three  methods,  either  individually  or  collectively.  The 
first  method  involved  the  stationing  of  small  recon  parties  of  four  or  five 
men  along  key  trails,  ridge  lines,  streams,  and  other  avenue  ,f  approach. 
When  a  US  unit  was  observed,  one  or  two  members  of  the  recon  party  wo'>ld 
report  back  to  their  parent  unit  to  alert  it  to  the  approach  of  US  fortes. 
The  remaining  two  or  three  men  would  act  as  snipers  to  harass  and  delay  the 
US  unit,  thus  providing  additional  time  for  the  deployment  of  the  NVA  unit. 
As  tho  US  unit  moved  on,  other  reeonnai jsance  parties  would  report  in  and 
harass  the  movement.  Such  reconnaissance  parties  were  habitually  employed 
aear  a  trail  junction  or  f>rkso  that  word  could  be 'sent  to  the  parent  NVA 
unit  ns  to  the  direction  taken  by  the  US  unit.  By. this  means, if  the  US  unit 
took  a  different  route,  the  NVA  unit  dould  shift  to  alternate  positions. 

A  second  method  involved  trailing  US  units  with  two  or  three  men  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  1,000  to  1,500  meters  and  reporting  the  direction  of  movement  by 
runner  or  radio.  A  third  method  was  to  use  reconnaissance  parties  of  10-3-5 
men  moving  parallel  to  the  US  unit  and  keeping  track  of  it3  movement,  by  dis¬ 
patching  one  or  two  men  to  observe  the  movement  from  the  flank  anu  report. 
This  type  reconnaissance  party  normally  reported  information  to  its  parent 
unit  by  radio. 
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j.n  Observation:  All  US  units  moving  on  S&D  operations  must  assume  that  their 
movements  are  being  monitored  by  NVA  reconnaissance  elements.  Hence,  it 
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and  the  rear.  Based  on  the  first  NVA  method  noted  above,  whenever  a  US 
unit  encounters  two  or  three  individual  snipers,  it  should  adjust  its 
formation,  proceed  with  caution,  and  take  other  necessary  precautions  since 
the  possibilities  of  early  contact  are  very  good.  To  eliminate  elements 
trailing  US  formations,  it  is  necessary  to  drop  off  a  fire  team  to  stay 
behind  in  an  ambush  position  until  the  US  unit  has  advanced  2-3,000  meters 
beyond.  To  guard  against  flanking  NVA  reconnaissance  parties,  it  is  neces-- 
sary  to  have  some  flank  security  fairly  close  to  the  moving  units  to  pick 
up  enemy  observers  and  to  utilize  larger  reconnaissance  parties  deployed 
to  the  flanks  at  a  considerable  distance — one  to  three  thousand  motors. 
Another  method  is  to  have  a  unit  of  comparable  size  moving  parallel  and 
slightly  behind  the  primary  formation. 


Enemy  Tactics 

Item;  Enemy  units  hugging  friendly  fire  support  bases. 

Discussion:  All  major  enemy  contactswest  of  the  NAM  SATHAY  River  during  J 
Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  were  made  within  3,000  meters  of  a  friendly  fire 
support  base.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  enemy  is  aware  of  the 
3, C00  meter  minimum  safety  limit  from  friendly  troops  for  the  placement 
of  B-52  strikes.  Thus  the  cneny  stays  within  3,000  meters  of  a  fire  support 
base  when  he  is  east  of  the  CAMBODIAN  Border  to  avoid  the  effects  of  these 
strikes. 


Observation:  The  employment  of  artillery  H&I  fires  in  the  area  out  to 
3,000  meters  from  the  fire  support  base  help  reduce  the  degree  of  safety 
.provided  the  enemy  by  the  enemy’s  "hugging  tactics" , 

Enemy  Snipers 

Item:  Enemy  use  of  snipers. 

Discussion:  The  enemy’s  tactics  call  for  the  extensive  use  of  snipers. 

On  contact,  friendly  units  have  been  subjected  to  intensive  and  accurate 
sniper  fire  from  trees.  This  fire  is  concentrated  on  leaders  and  radio 
telephone  operators.  Automatic  weapons  fired  from  trees  in  the  jungle 
are  highly  effective  against  unprotected  personnel  and  must  be  rapidly 
located  and  destroyed. 

Observation:  If  .distance  permits,  artillery  using  VT  fuse  is  very  effective 
against  snipers  in  trees.  However,  in  many  instances  the  use  of  artillery 
is  not  practical,  and  tactical  units  must  rely  on  the  M-16  rifle  and  M-79 
grenade  launcher.  The 39'  weapons  are  effective,  and  the  saturation  of 
surrounding  trees  with  their  fire  will" alii vi ate  if  not  eliminate  enemy  fire 
from  the  trees.  The  enemy  will  replace  snipers  shot  from  trees  so  neutralist- 
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designated  to  continuously  observe  for  enemy  located  in  trees.  Radio  tele¬ 
phone  operators  .should-  camouflage  their  radios  and  once  under  fire  should 
immediately  find  good  protective  cover  for  himself  and  the  radio. 

Enemy  Fire  Support 

Items  Enemy  employment  of  indirect  fire  support  weapons* 

Discussions  During  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON,  the  enemy  normally  employed 
his  indirect  fire  weapons  in  a  haras  ng  role  against  fire  support  hades 
and  forward  command  posts,  rather  than  as  fire  support  for  a  ground  attack 
as  he  had  previously.  Mortars  were  employed,  however,  against  friendly 
elements  when  contact  was  made  on  search  and  destroy  missions  away  from 
the  fire  support  bases. 

Observations s  Units  occupying  fire  support  bases  must  be  dug-in  and  have 
overhead  cover.  Communications  vehicles  and  artillery  ammunition  should  * 
likewise  bo  protected  by  overhead  cover.  Units  operating  away  from  the 
fire  support  bases  should  stop  not  later  than  1600  hours  to  permit  all 
personnel  to  prepare  defensive  positions  with  overhead  cover  if  practical. 

(3)  Logistics 

Forward  Support  Areas 

Item;  Forward  Support  Areas. 

Discussion;  Forward  Support  Areas  (FSA*s)  operated  by  the  Logistical 
Command  in  support  of  forward  brigades  should  not  become  heavy  and  extensive. 
When  they  do,  they  become  prime  mortar  targets  and  are  also  difficult  to 
move  at  the  termination  of  an  operation.  The  stockage  level  cannot  be  based 
solely  on  a  fixed  number  of  days  of  supply,  but  must  be  responsive  to  the 
needs  of  the  tactical  commander.  In. one  instance  during  SAM  HOUSTON, 
repeated  requests  were  made  to  the  local  logistics  commander  to  begin  phasing 
down  his  stockage  levels  because  of  the  impending ■ redeployment  of  tactical 
forces  away  from  the  area,  but  despite  these  requests  he  was  required  to 
maintain  a  three  day  level.  Consequently,  when  the  tactical  units  moved- - 
out,  they  had  to  leave  behind  tactical  troops  to  secure  the  area  for  a  peric'1 
of  several  days  while  the  excess  supplies  were  back-hauled  away. 

Observation:  The  level  of  stockage  must  rest  with  the  tactical  conmandei', 
not  with  the  logistical  commander  two  headquarters  removed,  Stockage  must 
be  phased  down  by  attrition  once  a  termination  date  is  established.  . 

Equipment  For  Casualty  Evacuation 

Item:  Equipment  required  for  the  evacuation  of  casualties  from  the  jungle. 

Discussion:  Casualty  evacuation  from  the  type  jungle  found  west  of  the 
SE  SAN  Jliver -is  a  difficult  and  time  consuming  urocedure.  Present  equipment 
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is  not  adequate  to  perform  the  mission,  LZs  to  accommodate  dust-ioff  ships 
cannot  be  rapidly  cut  out  of  the  dense  jungles  The  UH-1D  helicopters 
do  not  have  the  power  in  the  light,  hot  air  over  the  jungle  to  hover  the 
length  of' time. required  to  extract  a  casualty, by  winch.  The  CH-47 
Chinooks  can  do  the  job,  but  present  a  large  target  to  enemy  fires.  The 
Air  Force  Husky,  the  best  helicopter  for  the  mission,  is  not  available. 
Coupled  with  the  problem  of  securing  adequate  lift  capability  is  the 
problem  of  securing  a  capsule  in  which  to  place  the  wounded  to  pull  thooj  _ 
up  thro’,igh  the  trees.  Present  equipment  does  not  fully  protect  the  casualty 
from  further  injury  when  he  is  being  extracted. 

Observation:  To  overcome  the  difficulties  encountered  in  extracting 
casualties  from  the.  triple  canopy  jungle  two  new  items  of  equipment  or 
improvement  on  current  items  are  required.  One  is  a  helicopter  that 
presents  the  smallest  possible  target  to  enemy  ground  fires  and  is 
capable  of  hovering  in  this  area  for  the  period  of :time  required  to  extract 
a  casualty.  The  second  item  of  equipment  is  a  capsul  e  in  which  a  wounded 
individual  can  be  .placed  that  will,  protect  Mm  from'  further  injury  caused 
by  extraction  through  dense  foliage. 

Mine  Detectors 

Item:  Mobile,  vehicular  mounted  mine  detector. 

Discussion:  The  enemy's  extensive  employment  of  mines  on  LLOCs  in  the 
division  AO  has  resulted  in  almost  daily  mining  incidents ‘with  a  high 
rate  of  equipment  loss.  The  mine  detectors  .presently  available  require 
that  the  operator  be  dismounted.  The  length  of  the  routes  in  the  AO, 
and  the  necessity  for  (Hearing  the  routes  daily  result  in  either  the  routes 
not  being  thoroughly  swept  or  convoys. late. in  arriving  at  their  destination} 
too  often  after  the  hours  of  darkness. 

Observation:  A  neod  exists  for  mobile,  vehicular  mounted  mine  detectors 
to  accomplish  a  mors  expeditious  and  more  thorough  sweep  of  the  LLQCs  in 
the  division  AO. 

Chain  Sawa 


T  ,em:  Heavy  duty  chain  saws. 

Discussion:  The  majority  of  the  division's  area  of  operation  is  covered 
with  thick  virgin  rain  forests.  The  trees  in  the  AO  are  primarily  hard¬ 
wood,  grow  to  heights  of  100  to  200  feet,  and  are  up  to  six  feet  in 
diameter.  Clearing  such  timber  for  the  construction  of  landing  .-soiacs. 
and  fire  support  bases  poses  a  basic  problem.  The  chain  saws  presently  • 
available  to  infantry  and  engineer  units  are  too  light  to  cut  this  timber. 
In  fact,  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  these  saws  operational.  Jemolitions 
can  and  are  used  to  clear  areas  in  the  Jungle,  but  the  quantities  'required 
make  this  an  impractical  solution  to  the  problem. 


45 

CONFIDENT/  Ad- 


COW  Pi  dental 


AVDDH-GC  16  May  1967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCS:  MACV  J3-32)  «$•£ 

Observation:  A  heavy  duty,  two  man,  chain  saw  as  required  to  efficiently 
cut  the  large  hardwood  trees. found  in  the  division's  area  of  operation. 

This  84*  in  sufficient  quantities  should  be  i.ade  available  to  both 
infantry  and  engineer  units, 

Helillft  Of  Dozers 

Item:  D-4B  dozers  for  clearing  LZ*  5  and  PSD ' s , 

Discussion:  Many  man  hours-  are  required  to  clear  an  adequate  LZ  or  fire 
base  in  jungle  covered  terrain  when  only  chain  saws,  axes  and  demolitions 
are  available  for  the  task.  The  D-4B  dozer  can  be  lifted  into  areas  in¬ 
accessible  by  ground  and  accomplish  or  assist  in  accomplishing  such  missions 
in  a  fraction  of  the  time  required  to  do  the  job  without  this  equipment. 

Observation:  That  airliftable  dozers  of  the  D-4B  type  be  included  in  the 
iiTOE  of  units  operating  in  the  jungles  of  the  Central  Highlands,  Lift 
aircraft  must  also  be  made  available  on  a  mission  basis. 

Recondo  Patrol  Equipment 

Item:  Special  radio  for  recondo  patrol  operations. 

Discussion:  The  AN/PRC-25  Radio  is  presently  being  used  by  the  recondo 
.  patrols,  but  has  proven  only  moderately  satisfactory  for  this  type  of 
operation.  Problem  areas  include  weight,  transmitting  range  and  line-of- 
sight  transmission  limitation.  The  .recondo  patrol  .of  necessity  must  travel 
with  a  minimum  of  equipment  and  the  additional  weight  of  the  AN/PRC-25  is 
considered  excessive  for  their  operations.  Normally  a  recondo  patrol 
operates  at  extended  distance  from  friendly  stations  and  the  short  range 
of  the  AN/PRC-25  often  necessitates  aerial  relay.  In  addition,  the  in¬ 
ability  of  the  AN/PRC-25  to  transmit  over  intervening  hill  masses  is 
disadvantageous.  Even  when  a  team  is  within  range  of  a  friendly  station, 
an  intermediate  hill  mass  may  melee  coranunlcations  impossible. 

Observation;  A  need  exists  for  a  light  weight  radio  that  has  the  capability 
of  long  range  tranmission  without  limitation  caused  by  jungle  foliage  on 
hill  masses. 


Combat  Rations 


Item:  Light  Weight  Combat  Rations. 

Discussion:  The  weight  apd  bulk  of  the  issued  "C"  ration  makes  it  im¬ 
practical  for  a  company  on  S&D  operations  to  carry  a  desired  three  to 
five  days  supply  of  rations.  To  supply  the  necessary  rations  in  the 
jungle  daily  helicopter  resupply  missions  are  required.  This  discloses 
the  units  position  to  the  enemy,  endangers  the  command,  and  precludes 
the  possibility  of  gaining  a  degree  of  surprise. 
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Observation:  A  high  dpergy,  light  woight  ration  is  needed  to  reduce  the 
weight  the  troops  must  carry  in  the  jungle  and  to  decrease  the  frequency 
of  helicopter  resupply  missions.  Currently  available  light  weight, 
dehydrated  rations  are  not  satisfactory  because  they  require  great  amounts 
of  water,  which  is  often  not  available,  and  are  time  consuming  to  prepare, 

AOmm  Grenade  Launcher 


Item:  XM14S 

Discussion:  In  heavy  contact  with  enemy  units,  personnel  armed  with  the 
XKL4Q  Grenade  Launcher  had  difficulty  loading,  cocking,  and  firing  the 
grenade  launcher.  As  a  result,  only  the  KL6  portion  of  the  weapon  was  used 
and  the  unit  lost  much  of  the  available  fire  power. 

Observation:  The  M-?9  Grenade  La  icher  is  easier  to  load,  cock  and  fire 
than  the  XMU+8.  Personnel  armed  with  the  M-79  have  no  difficult  placing 
a  heavy  volume  of  fire  on  the  target  when  under  pressure  of  enemy  contact. 
The  M-79  is  also  lighter  and  less  cumbersome  than  the  XM148. 

Convoy  Control 


Item:  Traffic  Control  on  MSR'b. 

Discussion:  When  road  nets  are  limited,  it  is  important  that  all  tactical, 
logistical  and  administrative  convoys  make  their  movement  plana  known  to 
the  route's  traffic  manager.  Scheduling  priorities  must  be  determined  and 
traffic  control  points  established  at  areas  of  possible  congestion. 

Observation:  All  units1-  early  coordination  with  the  traffic  manager  and 
adherence  to  instructions  from  the  TCP's  during  convoy  movements  will 
enable  maximum  and  expeditious  use  of  the  division's  MSRe. 

(4)  Other 


PSYCPS 


Item:  Proper  altitude  for  speaker  broadcasts. 

Discussion:  Interrogation  of  CHIEU  HOI  and  POWs  plus  observation  by  units 
in  the  field  have  led  to  the  conclusion  that  beyond  1,000  -  1,500  feet, 
depending  upon  atmospheric  conditions,  broadcast  messages  from.  U-10 
aircraft  often  become  garbled  beyond  recognition. 

Observations  Ground  reception  can  be  improved  by  either  snore  powerful 
equipment  or  by  lowering  the  operational  altitude.  If  possible,  ground 
observers  should  be  used  to  report  the  clarity  of  reception  to  the 
aircraft. 
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Interpreters 
Item:  Tri-lingua!  interpreters. 

Discuaslont  Operations  in  the  central  Highland's  involve  the  unique 
problem  of  daily  contact  with  both  VIETNAMESE  and  MONTAGNARD  civilians. 

Most  interpreters  supporting  US  Forces  are  V IETNAHESE-English  qualified, 

C£Lnnct  ccnSuwi'iCwwv  the  MOMTAGNAED  tribes  which  make  up  the  bulk 
of  tho  population  in  the  Highlands.  Some  MONTA GUARDS  speak  VIETNAMESE 
but  this  poses  a  double  translation  problem  which  is  seldom  satisfactory. 

Observation:  Tri-lingual  (English-VIETNAMESE-MONTAGNARD)  interpreters 
are  essential  for  battlefield  interrogation  of  VMC  as  well  as  to  assist 
in  operations,  such  as  cordon  and  search  of  villages.  When  interpreter 
capabilities  are  limited,  vital  information  may  be  lost  simply  because 
the  units  cannot  communicate  with  local  inhabitants, 

b.  Recommendations, 

(1)  That  a  vehicular  mounted  mine  detector  be  developed  and 
issued  at  the  earliest  practicable  date. 

(2)  That  air  transportable  bulldozers  be  procured  and  made 
available  for  the  development  of  forward  fire  bases  inaccessible  by  road. 

(3)  That  two  man  heavy  duty  chain  saws  be  procured  and  issued 
to  both  engineer  and  infantry  units  in  VIETNAM. 

(4)  That  expedited  action  be  taken  to  improve  present  capability 
of  evacuating  casualties. 

(5)  That  a  small,  light  weight,  AM  radio  with  a  planning 
range  of  60  ot  85  kilometers  using  voice  transmission  bo  procured  and  issued 
to  units  Employing  recondo  patrols  in  their  operations. 

(6)  That  consideration  be  given  to  employing  in  the  psycholog¬ 
ical  warfare  effort  screaming  bombs  for  B-52  strikes,  whistling  artillery 
rounds,  clandestine  operations,  such  as  use  of  agents  to  place  pesters  in 
enemy  rear  areas  and  safe  havens,  and  brightly  colored  balloons  riding  on 
the  winds. 

(7)  That  tri-lingual  ( Engli s h-VIETNAKE5E-M0NTAGNARD ) int e rpr et er s 
be  trained  in  sufficient  numbers  to  provide  adequate  support  to  units 
operating  in  the  Central  Highlands. 

(8)  That  the  "lessons  learned"  contained  in  this  report  be 
made  available  to  those  individual's:  and  agencies  responsible  for  the 
training  of  personnel  to  he .employed  in  the  Republic  Of  VIETNAM. 
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16.  (C)  COMMANDER'S  ANALYSIS; 

Elements  of  the  4th  Infantry  Division  have  fought  previously  in 
the  area  of  the  NAM  SATHAY-SE  SAN  River  valleys;  iiowever.  it  is  important 
for  the  reader  to  fully  understand  the  nature  of  the  terrain. 

It  is  an  area  of  almost  continuous  jungle  with  hardwood  trees 
of  several  varieties  up  to  six  or  seven  feet  in  diameter  and  200-250  feet 
in  height. '  Where  the  sunlight  can  break  through  the  overhead  canopy,  the 
jungle  floor  is  covered  with  thick,  dense  undergrowth  restricting  obser¬ 
vation  to  a  few  meters  and  making  movement  extremely  difficult.  The  area 
represents  some  of  the  most  difficult  jungle  terrain  in  all  of  Southeast 
Asia.  It  is  intersected  by  valleys  and  mountains  with  elevations  varying 
from  about  500  feet. to  nearly  6000  feet,  presenting  additional  difficul¬ 
ties  to  movement  and  maneuver.  Moreover,  although  there  was  practically 
no  rainfall  during  the  period  of  the  operation,  there  were  wide  variations 
in  temperature.  On  several  occasions,  daylight  temperatures  exceeded 
105°  whereas  nighttime  temperatures  sometimes  dropped  as  low  a3  45°. 

Still  further,  the  period  of  the  operation  wa3  near  the  end  of  the  dry 
season,  and  there  was  very  little  water  available,  except  in  the  valley 
floors,  which  frequently  necessitated  that  all  personnel  carry  at  least 
a  two-day  supply  of  water  with  them.  In  the  aggregate,  it  was  an  area 
of  difficult  terrain  covered  with  thick,  dense  jungle  which  had  consid¬ 
erable  effect  upon  the  enemy's  tactics  as  well  as  our  own. 

Another  highly  important  point  is  that  the  NAM  SATHAY-SE  SAN 
areas  border  on  CAMBODIA.  There  is  no  doubt  here  that  major  NVA  elements 
of  up  to  regimental  and  division  size  take  advantage  of  the  protective 
sanctuary  of  C.MB0DIA.  They  bivouac  in  areas  close  to  the  border  and 
take  additional  advantage  of  the  difficult  mountain  and  jungle  terrain 
which  affords  them  added  concealment  and  protection.  The  area  of 
operation  is  of  little  economic  value  in  that  it  has  practically  no 
human  habitation,  and  the  only  road  Into  it  is  one  constructed  to 
support  a  4th  Infantry  Division  Forward  Fire  Support  Base,  Accordingly, 
there  is  little  to  be  gained  by  the  permanent  stationing  of  Free  World 
Military  Forces  in  the  area  except  to  engage  the  NVA  when  he  sallies 
forth  in  strength.  The  NVA,  on  the  other  hand,  living  in  the  area 
adjacent  to  the  South  V IETN  Ak-C AMB0DI AH  border,  has  the  capability  to 
send  large  numbers  of  scouting  parties  into  the  area  and  to  become 
thoroughly  familiar  with  every  hill,  valley,  and  trail.  Hence,  when 
we  engago  the  enemy  in  this  area,  he  tends  to  have  the  initial  advantage 
with  respect  to  knowledge  of  the  terrain.  Moreover,,  the  closer  the 
engagements  approach  .the  SVN-CAMBODlAN  border,  the  greater-  opportunity 
he  has  to  take  advantage  of  its  protective  sanctuary.  He  .can  remain 
on  the  CAMBODIAN  side  of  the  border  in  relative  safety  until  such  time 
a3  an  opportune  situation  presents  itself  and  then  move  rapidly  for  a 
distance  of  five  to  six  kilometers  to  engage  our  forces.  His  forces 
can  remain  in  South  VIETNAM  with  the  full  knowledge  that-  whenever  the 
tide  of  battle  turns  against  them,  they  can  break-  contact  and  again 
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seek  their  sane!  rary  within  CahBODIA.  It  is  interesting  tc  note  that  of 
the  11  major  engagements  of  OPLRnTlCfi  S/1.  HOUSTON,  nine  of  than  ocourred 
within  5000  maters  of  the  CANBOBIAN  border . 

All  reports  covering  major  contacts  during  the  operation  were 
reviewed  by  senior  commanders  and  staff  officers  of  the  division  and  were 
discussed  with  a  broad  sampling  of  the  personnel  who  participated  in  each 
battle.  The  principal  conclusions  which  were  drawn  are  as  follows; 

a.  The  majority  of  casualties  sustained  during  SAL;  HOUSTON 
resulted  from  enemy  mortar  fire  rather  than  small  sums  fire. 

b.  I.i  several  major  encounters,  a  high  percentage  of  our  serious 
casualties  were  caused  by  email  arms  fire.  This  is  attribute^  to  -the  fact 
that  contact  wae  so  close  that  neither  side  could  effectively  utilize 
supporting  fires. 

c.  Basically,  the  tactics  used  by  the  enemy  in  SAL  HOUSTON  were 
the  same  as  in  PAUL  REVERE  IV.  However,  there  were  significant  differ¬ 
ences: 

(1)  During  PAUL  REVERE  IV,  most  major  (battalion  siso)  enemy 
contacts  were  attacks  on  rifle  positions  (perimeters)  and  in  one  instance 
an  attack  against  a  battalion  fir abase.  It  is  significant  to  note  that 
these  attacks  usually  occurred  in  the  late  afternoon  or  aft  dark.  In 
most  instances,  orr  units  were  dug  in  or  at  least  positions  were  partially 
prepared.  In  contrast,  during  SAh  HOUSTON  the  majority  of  contacts  were 
made  by  our  rifle  companies  while  conducting  'search  and  destroy  operations 
The  enemy  avoided  ground  attacks  against  units  in  prepared  positions. 

(2)  The  second  variation  in  enemy  tactics  is  closely  related 
to  the  first.  During  both  operations  the  NVa'made  effective  and  frequent 
use  of  mortar  fire — mostly  82mm.  During  both  operations  mortar  fires 
were  directed  against  our  prepared  positions.  Alboit,  during  PAUL  REVERE 
IV,  the  enemy  normally  'followed  up  the  mortaring  of  our  positions  with  a 
ground  assault.,  whereas  during  SAM  HOUSTON  he  only  mortared  the  positions. 
In  fact,  he  increased  significantly  the  use  of  mortar  fire  on  units  moving 
through  the  jungle  without  the  protection  of  prepared  positions. 

(.3)  The  third  variation  employed  by  the  IJVA  during  SAM 
HOUSTON  was  not  so  much  a  difference  in  tactics  as  a  difference  in  the 
degree  of  emphasis.  During  PAUL  REVERE  1,  II,  III,  and  IV,  the  NVA  used 
snipers  in  trees  to  an  increasing  degree,  from- harassing  to  moderate. 
However,  during  S.di  HOUSTON  this  tactic  be cam :  almost  habitual  and 
frequently  predominant. 

(4)  A  fourth  tactical  variation  was  the  enemy's  attempt 
on  four  occasions  to  defend  previously  used  JZ's  by  bot.h  miring  and  direct 
fire.  This  tactic  is  most  significant  because  of  the  limited  number  of 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RCSs  MOV  J>32) 

During  Operation  SAh  HOUSTON,  the  combat  elements  of  the  brigades 
were  under  continual  physical  strain  and  mental  pressure.  The  physical 
strain  resulted  from  the  exertion  required  for  the  day  alter  day  moving 
and  searching  through  the  dense  and  difficult  jungle.  Also,  at  the  end 
of  each  day,  the  units  on  search  and  destroy  operations  had  to  dig  in  and 
provide  individual  shelters  with  at  least  one  level  of  aendbags  overhead 
as  protection  against  enemy  mortar  attacks  which  were  employed  extensively. 
Although  nobody  objected  to  this  procedure,  it  required  an  additional  two 
to  three  hours  hard  labor  each  day.  Commanders  at  all  echelons  had  to 
use  great  care  in  their  planning  and  operations  to  prevent  the  troops 
from  getting  over-tired  and  developing  a  lackadaisical  attitude  and  to 
insure  that  they  would  not  be  in  an  exhausted  condition  when  contact  was 
established  with  the  NVA.  When  the  contacts  did  take  place,  they  were 
generally  sudden,  short  (one  to  six  hours),  and  violent.  The  violence 
of  the  contacts  combined  with  a  certain  feeling  of  claustrophobia  from 
the  d< nse  foliage  created  a  certain  degree  of  tension  with  individuals 
and  units.  The  degree  varied  with  the  nearness  to  the  border,  the  enemy 
situation,  ?od  tha  leadersliip  within  the  unit.  Although  strain  and 
pressure  were  always  present,  they  in  no  way  altered  the  course  of  the 
operation.  The  important  point  to  note  is  that  they  could  have  delete¬ 
rious  effects  and  much  be  monitored  closely  throughout  and  at  all  levels 
of  command. 

The  performance  of  all  personnel  in  this  operation  was  uniformly 
excellent.  It  speaks  Well  for  their  fine  unit  and  individual  replacement 
training.  These  men  soon  became  combat  veterans.  It  would  be  ny  judge¬ 
ment.  that  the  fighting  men  being  sent  to  South  VIETNAM  today  are  the 
finest  our  country  has  ever  produced.  Sith  HOUSTON  also  affirmed  the  fine 
caliber  of  leadership  we  have  in  our  Army  in  both  the  noncommissioned  and 
the  commissioned  officer  corps.  It  was  uniformly  liigh  at  all  levels,  and 
the  fine  leadership  of  a  large  segment  of  our  company  grade  officers 
portends  well  for  the  future  of  our  Army  and  our  Nation. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


14  Incl  NICHOLAS  R.  COEJOIA 

as  CFT,  AGO 

Asst  Adjutant  General 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  Alter  Action  Report  (RCSi  MACV  J3-32) 

j  i 

DISTRIBUTION: 

3  -  ACS FOB  -  DA 
1  -  OCfoH  --  DA 

4  -  USACDC 

1  «  C1NCUSARPAC 
1  -  COMUSMACV 
1  «  DCG,  USARV 
6  -  CG,  I  FPORCEV. 

1  -  Candt,  C  <k  GS 
1  -  Caadi,  Armor  Sch 
1  -  Comdt,  Arty  Sch 
1  ~  Comdt,  Engr  Sch 
1  -  Comdt,  Inf  Sch 
1  -  CG,  1st  Air  Cav  Div  (AM) 

1  -  CG,  lot  Bde,  101st  -Abn  Div 
1  ~  (30,  S2d  Arty  Bp 

1  -  CO,  52d  Avn  Bn 

2  -  CO,  1st  Bde,  4  th  Inf  Div 
2  -  CO,  2d  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div 
2  -  CO,  3d  Bde,  4th  inf  Div 
2  -  CO,  3d  'ide,  2,5th  Inf  Div 
2  ~  CO,  Div  Arty 

7.  -  CO,  DXSCOK 
2  -  CO,  1st  Sqdn,  10th  Cav 
2  ~  CCr  lot  Bn,  69th  Amor 
1  -  CO,  1st  Bn,  8th  Irif 
1  -  CO,  2d  Bn,  8th  Inf 
1  -  CO,  3d  Bn,  8th  Inf 
1  -  CO,  1st  Bn,  12th  -Inf 
1  -  CO,  3d  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1  -  CO,  1st  Bn,  14th  Inf 
1  -  CO,  1st  Bn,  22d  Inf 
1  CO,  1st  Bn,  35th  Inf 

1  -  CO,  2d  Bn,  35th  Inf 

2  -  CO,  4th  Avn  Bn 
2  -  CO,  4th  Engr  Bn 
2  -  CO,  124th  Sig  Bn 
1  ■*  ACofS,  Cl 

1  -  ACofS,  G2 
1  -  ACofS,  G3 
1  -  ACofS,  G4 
1  -  ACofS,  G5 

5  -  TACP  (ALO),  4th  Inf  Div 
25  -  CO,  29th  Mil  Hist  Det 
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Principal  corananders  and  senior  staff  officers  participating  in  this 
operation  were: 


4th  Infantry  Division  Headquarters. 


CG 

MG 

Collins,  Arthur  S.  Jr. 

1  Jan  6?  to 

2  Jan  6? 

KG 

Peers,  William  R. 

3  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  6? 

ADC-A 

BG 

Walker,  Glenn  D. 

1  Jan  6?  to 

5  Apr  6? 

ADC-B 

BG 

Ryder,  Charles  W.  Jr. 

1  Mar  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

CofS 

COL 

McDowell,  William  B. 

1  Jan  6?  to  . 

f  j. .  Jan  67 

COL 

Iiiller,  Judson  F, 

15  Jan  6?  to 

5  Apr  67 

Acting  CofS 

COL 

Farley,  Roy  W. 

1  Jon  67  tc 

7  Jan  6? 

LIC 

Korley,  Leonard  A. 

13  Mar  67  to  30  Mar  67 

Asst  to  ADC 

LTC 

Parr,  Bertram  L. 

25  Jan  6?  to 

3  Mar  6? 

ACofS,  Cl 

LTC 

Lounsbury,  Roy  E. 

1  Jan  67  to  28  Jan  67 

LTC 

Korley,  Leonard  A. 

29  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

Acting  G1 

KAJ 

Wilson,  Donald  L. 

13  ter  67  to  30  Mar  t>7 

ACofS,  G2 

LTC 

Kitchen,  Albert  B,  Jr. 

1  Jan  6?  to  14  Jan  67 

LTC 

Crizer,  Pat  W. 

15  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  t>7 

ACofS,  G3 

LTC 

Resell,'  Thomas  G. 

0 

-p 

& 

1 

r-i 

12  Feb  67 

LTC 

Lay,  James  R. 

13  Feb  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

ACofS,  G4 

LTC 

Richards,  'Gilliam  G. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

ACofS,  G5 

LTC 

Brairn,  Paul  F. 

1  Jan  67  to  25  Jan  67 

LTC 

Allyn,  John  0, 

26  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

Special  Staff, 

4th  Infantry  Division. 

AG 

LTC 

Robinson,  Herbert  A. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

Div  Surg 

LTC 

Dycaico,  Armin  G. 

li 

IV 

IG 

LTC 

Fried ly,  Howard  W. 

t! 

It 

SJA 

LTC 

Schug,  Willis  E.  Jr. 

11 

11 

rri 

T  rpn 
XjXlr 

Kulo,  Edwin  W. 

1  Jan  67  to 

6  Mar  67 

PM 

LTC 

Cullen,  Victor.  A.  . 

7  Mar  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

Fin  Off 

LTC 

Hess,  Frank  J. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

Chap 

LTC 

Hett,  William  R. 

ii 

n 

Cml  Off 

HAJ 

Henderson,  William 

it 

11 

Info  Off 

MAJ 

Zenk,  Daniel  R, 

n 

11 

1st  Brigade  Task  Force,  4th  Infantry  Division. 

CO 

COL 

Austin,  John  D. 

12  Feb  67  to 

22  Mar  67 
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1st  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division. 


CO 

PAT 

f  — t  ^  —  f„v«  n 

nuwviii|  vviiu  is m 

.1  Jan  67  to  11  Feb  6? 

001- 

Jackson,  Charles  A, 

12  Fab  67  to 

5  Apr  6? 

XO  ( Add ' X  dy)  LTC 

Leruion,  lyirwood 

1  Jan  67  to  20  Jan  6? 

XO 

LTC 

Simmons,  Charles 

20  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

S-3 

MAJ 

Ayeook, . Herbert  L. 

1  Jan  67  t© 

5  Apr  67 

2d  Brigade,  4th 

Infantry  Division, 

CO 

CCL 

Hiller,  Judaor.  F. 

1  Jan  67  to  14  Jan  67 

COL 

Adamson,  James  B. 

15  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  6? 

10 

LTC 

Wilcox,  George  L« 

1  Jan  67  to  12  Feb  6? 

T 

*IA4 

jioaejjL,  Thomas  G. 

13  Feb  67  to 

3  Kar  67 

LTC 

Parr,  Bertram  L, 

.4  Mar  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

S-3 

HAJ 

Williams,  Grady  W. 

1  Jan  67  to  28  Feb  67 

CPT 

Hill,  David  A. . 

1  Mar  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division. 

CO 

,  COL 

Shanahan,  James  G. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

XO 

LTC 

Ganpon,  Timothy  C, 

3  Mar  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

S-3 

kaj 

hoore,  James  K,  Jr. 

1  Jan  67  to  12  Feb  6? 

KAJ 

Houben,  Emil 

13  Feb  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

Division  Artillery, 

CO 

COL 

Cutrona,  Joseph  F. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  6? 

XO 

LTC 

Be-icb,  Vincent  W. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  6? 

S-3 

LTC 

Kuckhahn,  Karl  0. 

1  Jan  67  to  14  Feb  67 

LTC 

Clfciak,  Michael 

15  Feb  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

DISCOK. 

CO 

COL 

Boudm,?.n,  Arthur  B.  . 

1  Jain  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

AO 

LTC 

tellovfs,.  Dean 

1  Jan  67  to 

4  Jan  67 

.  ITC 

HcMullin,  Thomas  L. 

5  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

S-3 

KAJ 

Scofield,  Charles  F. 

1  Jan  67  to  16  Feb  67 

M/u J 

Wells,  David  T. 

19  Feb  67  to 

5  Apr  6? 

1st  Battalion, 

Sth  Infantry. 

CO 

LTC 

lee,  Harold  H, 

1  Jan  6?  to 

5  Apr  67 

Inoloaure  2 
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2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry. 


CO 

LTC 

Duquranin,  Gordon  J» 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  6? 

3d  Battalion,  1 

8th  Infantry, 

t  t _ Cn  a. 

c  Ln 

CO 

■LUO  . 

lyncu,  inOuias  r. 

jl  vw*  of  by 

J  vi 

1st  Battalion, 

12th  Infantry, 

CO 

LTC 

Lay,  James  R, 

1  .Tan  67  to  12  Feb  67 

LTC 

Wilcox,  George  L. 

13  Feb  67  to  28  Feb  67 

(Acting)  MAJ 

Williams,  Grady  W, 

1  Mar  67  to 

2  Apr  67 

LTC 

Wright,  Corey  J. 

3  Apr  6?  to 

5  Apr  67 

,3d  Battalion, 

12th  Infantry, 

CO 

LTC 

Fetor t.-  David  M, 

1  Jan  6?  to 

5  Apr  67 

1st  Battalion, 

22d  Infantry. 

CO 

LTC 

Morley,  Leonard  a. 

1  Jan  67  to  25  Jan  67 

LTC 

Brajjm,  Paul  F. 

26  Jan  67  to 

3  Mar  67 

LTC 

Rosell,  Thomas  G. 

4  Mar  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

1st  Battalion, 

14th  Infantry. 

CO 

LTC 

Miller,  William  H. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  6? 

1st  Battalion, 

35th  Infantry." 

CO 

LTC 

Kingston,  Robert  C, 

1  Jan  67  to  1?  Feb  67 

LTC 

Moore,  James  E.  Jr, 

18  Feb  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

2d  Battalion, 

35th  Infantry. 

CO 

LTC 

Granger,  Clinton  E.  Jr. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  6? 

let  Squadron, 

10th  Cavalry^ 

CO 

LTC 

Nutting,  Wallace  H, 

1  Jan  67  to  13  Feb  67 

LTC 

Cole,  Thomas  F. 

14  Feb  67  to 

5  Apr  6/ 

1st  Battalion. 

,  6yv>h  Armor  9 

CO 

LTC 

Clark,  Clyde  0, 

3,  Jan  67  to 

5  Mar  67 

LTC 

Williams,  Paul  S.  Jr. 

6  Mar  6?  to 

5  Apr  67 

2d  Battalion,  9th  artillery, 

CO  LTC  Holbrook,  Bruce  1  Jan  67  to  5  Apr  67 


4th  Battalion,  42d  Artillery, 


CO 


LTC 

LTC 


Parr,  Bertram  L. 
Woods,  Jack  C, 
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1  Jan  67  to  24  Jan  6? 
25  Jan  67  to  5  Apr  67 
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5th  Dattalion,  16th  Artillery. 

CO 

LTC  Citrak,  Michael 

1  Jan  67  to 

14  Feb  67 

LTC  Kuckhahn,  Karl  0. 

15  Feb  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

6th  Battalion.  29t.h  jirtillery. 

CO 

LTC  Lennon,  Lynwood  B. 

1  Jar.  67  to 

28  Feb  67 

LTC  Nettles,  Elritt  N 

1  Mar  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

4th  Aviation  Battalion. 

CO 

LTC  McDowell,  William  R. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

4th  Engineer  Battalion. 

CO 

LTC  Schulz,  Gerhard  • 

1  Jan  67  to 

28  Feb  67 

LTC  Delbridgc,  Norman  G.  Jr. 

1  Mar  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

4th  Medical  Battalion. 

CO 

LTC  Peard,  William  G. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

4th  Supply  and  Transportation  Battalion. 

CO 

LTC  Jacques,  Jasper  T, 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

124th  Signal  Battalion, 

CO 

LTC  Keefer,  Loren.  R, 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

704th  Maintenance  Battalion. 

CO 

LTC  Kouchoukos,  Paul  C. 

1  Jan  67  to 

21  Feb  67 

LTC  Gilbanks,  William  R. 

22  Feb  67.  to 

5  Apr  67 

3d  Supply  and  Transportation  Battalion  (Prov). 

CO 

Mad  Housand,  Andrew  n. 

1  Jan  67  to 

17  Feb  67 

MAJ  Rutledge,  Robert  R. 

18  Feb  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company,  4th  Infantry  Division. 


CO 

OPT  Zwicker,  Gary  L. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 

4th  Admini  stration.  Company. 

CO 

CPI  Terrell,  Edmund  D. 

1  Jan  6?  to 

5  Apr  67 

4th  Military  Police  Company. 

CO 

CPT  Sullivan,  Gerald  A. 

1  Jan  67  to 

5  Apr  67 
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1.  (C)  Detached  units, 

a.  1st  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division  was  under  operational 
control  of  I  Field  Force,  VIETNAM  from  0100012  January  1967  until  190817H 
February  196"  and  participated  in  Operation  ADAMS  in  PHU  YEN  and  FHU  BON 
Provinces  during  that  period, 

b.  3d  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division  remained  attached  to  the 
25th  Infantry  Divisions 


c.  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  wa3  attached  to  the  1st  Brigade, 
4th  Infantry  Division  from  0100012  January  1967  to  1907 30H  February  1967 
at  which  time  the  battalion  became  a  separate  task  force  under  operational 
control  of  I  Field  Force,  VIETNAM,  The  battalion  remained  OPCON  to  IFFV 
participating  in  Operation  ADAMS  in  PHY  YEN  Province  until  030001  April 
1967. 


d.  No  other  major  units  were  detached  from  the  division, 

2,  (C)  Attached  units. 

a.  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  was  attached  to  the  . 
division  by  authority  of  General  Order  Number  704,  Headquarters  United 
States  Army,  VIETNAM,  16  February  1967  effective  13  February  1967. 

b.  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor. 

c.  Company  C,  3d  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry. 

d.  Team  8,  41st  Civil  Affairs  Company. 

e.  Team  9,  41st  Civil  Affairs  Company. 

f.  374th  Radio  Research  Company, 

g.  33d  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout  Dog), 

h.  50th  Infantry  Platoon  (Soout  Dog). 


3,  (C)  •  Task.  Organization  for  Combat. 


a.  Control  Headquarters  was  Headquarters,  4th  Infantry  Division. 


b.  Task  organization  for  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON,  as  set  forth  in 
OPORD  1-67,  effective  010001Z  January  1967. 


2d  Bde,  4th  Div 


3d  Bde.  25th  Div~ 


HHC,  2d  Bde 
2-8  Inf 
1-12  Ini' 

i Tv*-? 


HHC,  3d  Bde 
1-14  Inf 

1- 35  Inf 

2- 35  Inf 


C.ONF  IDE  NTi  A>l_ 
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CONPlDE 

H  T  iAL 

4-42  Arty 

2  Tk  Co  69th  Araor 

D/5-16  Arty  (OPCON) 

2-9  Arty  (at eh) 

Plat  Co  E,  4th  Engr  it; 

C/5-16  Arty  (OPCON) 

Det  CA  Tra  #8  41  CA  Co 

B/3-6  Arty  (OPCON) 

D/65  Engr  Bn 

TF  1-10  Cav 

40t—  Inf  Fit  (Scout  Dog 

1-10  Cav  (  ') 

Div  Troops 

C/3-4  Cav 

Rifle  Co  3/25  Inf 

HHC,  4th  Div 

CA  Dot  G5  Sect 

43d  CalL  Det 

29th  Mil  Hist  Det 

Mv  Arty 

1-69  Amor  (-) 

4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

HHD,  D.i.v  Arty 

4th  Avn  Bn  (-) 

6-14  Arty  (OPCON) 

33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 

5-16  i-Lrty  (-)  GO 

4th  Div  TAG? 

4th  HI  Det  (-) 

DISCCS-i 

4  let  CA  Co  (-) 

324th  Sig  Bn 

HHC  «c  Band 

4th  Admin  Co 
?04th  haint  Bn 

4th  hed  Bn 

4th  KF  Co 

4th  S-vT  Bn 

c.  Task  organisation  as  changed  by  FRAGO  1-1-67  of festive 
03OIOO2  January  1967. 

2d  Bde,  4th  Div 

TF  1-10  Cav 

2-6  Inf 

1-10  Cav  (~) 

1-32  Inf 

c/3~4  Cav  (-) 

1-22  Inf 

Co,  2-35  Inf 

4-42  Arty 

Co,  1-69  Armor 

D/5-16  Arty  (OPCON) 

Co,  2/4  Bde 

A/6-14  Arty  (OPOON)  ■  " 

3-6  Arty  (-)  DS 

237  RADAR  (OPCON) 

Plat  Co  B,  4th  Engr  Bn 

CA,  Det,  4th  Div 

Det  CA  Tm  #8,  41st  CA  Co 

Div  Troops 

TF  2-35  Inf 

HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 

1 _ /O  w 

/  *’*A  **»*---  \  / 

2-35  Inf  (-) 

4th  Engi'  Bn  (-) 

Co,  1-69  Amor 

4th  Avrs  Bn  (-) 

C/2-9  Arty 

124th  Si£  Bn 

B/3-6  Arty 

43d  Cml  Det  ' 

29th  Mil  Hist  Det 

Div  Arty 

4th  KJ.  Det  (-  ) 

Tsi  th,  41st  CA  Co  (-) 

HHB,  Div  Arty 

4th  Div  TACP 

6-14  Arty  (OPCON) 

33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 

S-l  A  A 

* - - V  \  , 

4th  MP  Co 

Inclosure  3  &‘"i 

C OIME  IT) E.  WTt  A.L. 

Inclosure  3 


f 


f 


C'ONPiDEM  Ti>\u 

d‘  organization  ns  changed  by  FRAGO  3-1-6?  effective 

24 14  OOH  January  x967. 


2d  Bde.  4t.lt  Inf  Div 

HHC,  2d  Bde 
2-8  Inf 
1-32  inf  (-) 

4-42  Arty  (-) 

3d  EJc.  25th  Div 

(OPCON  let  Cav  Div  (/H)) 
HHC 

1-14  Inf 
1-35  Inf 

Div  Arty 

D/5-16  Arty  GSR  4-42  Arty 
6-14  .Arty  (-)  GS 
A/6-14  GSR  4-3|2  Arty 

DISCQIi 

No  Change  from 
ODORD  1-67 


Div  Troops 

1- 22  Inf 
C/4-42  /irty  DS 

2- 35  Inf 

B/l-69  Armor  (-) 
C/2-9  Arty  DS 
B/3-6  Arty  (OPCON) 
1-69  Armor  (-) 

C/1-12  Inf  (-) 
C/5-16  /irty  DS 
1-10  Cav  (-) 

C/2-35  Inf 
C/3-4  Cav 
Plat  B/l-69  Armor 
3-6  Arty  (-)  DS 
4th  Avn  Bn  (-) 

4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

124th  Sig  Bn 
HHC  4th  Inf  Div 
41st  CA  Co  '(-) 

4th  1.1  Det 

33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 
4th  KP  Co 
43d  Cml  Det 
29th  3111  Hist  Det 


e.  Task  organisation  as  changed  by  FRAGO  4-1-67  effective 
290700H  January  I967. 


2d  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div 


TF  1-10  Cav 


HHC,  2d  Bde 
2-8  Inf 
1-12  Inf 
1-22  Inf 
4-42  Arty 

Piet,  Co  B,  4th  Engr  Bn 
Det  CA,  Tm  #8,  41  CA  Co 


1-10  Cav 
1  Co,  1-69  /amor 
5-16  Arty  (-)  DS 
C/3-6  Arty 
C/5-16  Arty 

Div  Arty 


TF  1-8  Inf 

1-8  Inf 
A/6-29  Arty 


6-1 h  Arty 
D/5-16  /irty 

Div  Troops 


TF_2_-35  Inf  (-) 

2-35  Inf  (-)  . 
1  Co,  1-69  /irmo> 
C/2-9  Arty 


Inclosure  3 


HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 
4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

4th  Avn  Bn  (-) 

124th  Sig  Bn 

33d  Inf  Pit.  (Set  Dog) 


COM  Fl  DEN  T  iAL 


CONFIDENTIAL' 


TF  1-69  Armor  (-) 

I-69  Armor  (-) 

C/3-4  Gav  (eff  291100H  Jan  67) 
1  Co,  2-35  Inf 
3-6  Arty  .(-)  DS 


2. 3d  Cml  Det  • 
29th  Mil  Hist  Det 
Plat,  C/l-22  Inf 
4th  MI  Det  (-) 
41st  CA  Co  (-) 

4th  MP  Co 


6C 


DISCOIi 


fto  change  from  OPORD  1-67 

f.  Task  organization  as  provided  in  EKaGO  4-1-67  (para  4  above) 
was  changed  by  Kag  cite  289-67-C,  30  January  1967,  subj:  Change  to  FRAGO 
4-1-67  (SAM  HOUSTON)  (U).  The  message  changed  the  artillery  organization 
and  was  effective  upon  receipt  except  where  indicated  otherwise. 


B/7-13  Arty: 


Atchd  3-6  Arty  eff  281200H  January. 


TF  1-8  Inf 


2d  Bde .  4th  Div 


A/6-29  Arty:  Atch 

C/5-16  Arty:  Reinf  A/6-29  Arty 

TF  1-69  Armor  (-) 


4-42  Arty:  Atch 
A/6-14  /irty:  Atch 
D/5-16  Arty  GSR 
4-42  Arty  . 


5-16  Arty  (-)  DS 
B/3-6  Arty 
B/7-13  Arty 


TF'  1-10  Cav 
3-6  Arty  (-):  DS 


TF  2-35  Inf 


Not  changed 

g.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  5-1-67  effective 
311000H  January  1967- 


2d  Bde.  4th  Div 

HHC,  2d  Bde 

1- 8  Inf 
A/6-29  Arty 

2- 8  Inf 
1-12  Inf  (-) 

1- 22  Inf 
4-42  irty 

Plat,  Go  B,  4th  Engr  Bn 
Det,  CA  Tm  #8,  41st  Ca  Co 

TF  2-35  Inf 

2- 35  Inf  (-) 

A/l-69  Armor 
A/2-9  Arty 


TP  1-10  Cav 

1-10  Cav  (-) 

C/l-69  irmor 

3-6  /irty  (-)  DS 

Div  At ty 

HHB,  Div  Arty 
6-1A.  Arty  GS 

D/5-16  Arty  GSR  4-4 2  Arty 
G/5-I6  Arty  reinf  A/ 6-29  Arty 

Div  Troops 

HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 
43d  Cml  Det 

29th  Mil  Hist  Det 


A 

C  O IM  P  i X>  E  NTT  t  A  L 


Irtclosure  3 


confidential 


TF  1-69  .’amor 

1-69  armor  (-) 

C/3-4  Cav  (-) 

B/2-35  Inf 

5-16  Arty  (-)  DS 

B/3-16  ,'jrty  OPCON  5-16  Arty 

B/7-13  Arty  OPCON  5-16  Arty 

DISCOK 


Plat,  C/l-12  Inf 
4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

4th  Avn  Bn  (-) 

124th  3ig  Bn 
33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 
4th  MP  Co 
4th  Div  TACP 
4th  MI  Det  (-) 

41st  CA  Co  (-) 


No  change  from  OPORD  1-67 

h.  Task  organization  aa  changed  by  FRAGO  6-1-67  effective 
040300H  February  1967. 


2d  Bde.  4th  Div 

No  change  from  FRAGO  5-1-67 

TF  2-35  Inf 

2- 35  Inf 
A/2-9  Arty 

TF  1-69  armor 

1-69  Armor  (-) 

C/3-4  Cav  (-) 

Inf  Plat,  1-12  Inf 

3- 6  Arty  (-)  DS 
B/3-6  Arty 

B/7-13  Arty  OPCON  3-6  Arty  (2) 

TF  1-10  Cav 

1-10  Cav  (-) 

A/l-69  Armor 
C/1-69  Armor 
1  Inf  Plat,  1-12  Inf 
3-6  Arty  (-)  DS 
A/3-fc  Arty 
C/3-6.  Arty 


Div  /n^ty 

HHB,  Div  Arty 
6-14  Arty  GS 

A/ 6-14  Arty  GSR  4-42  Arty 
B/6-14  Arty  GS 
C/6-14  Arty  GS 
D/5-16  Arty  GSR  4  -42  arty 
D/5-16  Arty  re  inf  A/  6-29  Arty 

Div  Troops 

HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 
43d  Cml  Det 
29th  Mil  Hist  Det 
4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

4th  Avn  3n  (-) 

124th  Sig  Bri 

Inf  Plat,  1-12  Inf 
33d.  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 

4th  Div  TACP 
4th  hi  Det  (-) 

41st  CA  Co  (-) 

4th  MP  Co 

DISCOM 

No  change  from  OPORD  1-67 


i.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  7-1-67  effective 
111500H  February  1967. 


2d  Bde,  4th  Div 


Div  Arty 


me,  2d  Bde 
1-12  Inf 
1-22  Ir.f 


HHB,  Div  Arty 
6-14  Arty  GS 

A/6-iA.  Arty  G5u  4-42  Arty 


5 

CON  F!  DENT v/kU 


Inclosure  3 


CONnOEWTIAL. 


4-42  Arty 

Flat,  Co  B,  4th  Engr  Bn 
Det,  CA  Tm  #8,  41st  CA  Co 
Trnl  Tm  2B/124  Sig  Bn 
2  Plat,  4th  KP  Co 
3d  Det,  374th  RRC 
Cl  Sec  C/4th  Med  Bn 
Contact  Tm,  ?04th  Maint  Bn 
Bde  Avn  Sec 
FAC  Party 

TF  1-8  Inf 

1-8  Inf 
A/6-29  Arty 

TF  2-35  Inf 

No  change  from  FRAGO  6-1-67 

TF  1-69  Armor 

1-69  /amor  (-) 

C/3-4  Cav  (-) 

Inf  Plat,  1-8.  Inf 
3-6  Arty  (-)  D3 
B/3-6  arty 
B/7-13  Arty  (QPCON) 


B/6-14  Arty  GS 
C/6-14  Arty  GS 
C/5-16  Arty  GS 
D/5-16  Arty  GSR  4-42  Arty 

Div  Troops 

nnu,  i+wi  aha  i^iv 
4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

4th  Avn  Bn  (-) 

124th  Sig  Bn  (-) 

43d  Cml  Det 
29th  Mil  Hist  Det 
Inf  Plat,  1-8  Inf 
33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 

4th  Div  TACP 
4th  HI  Det  (-) 

41st  CA  Co  (-) 

4th  -HP  Co  (-) 

D1SC0M 

mn  r,  Bend 
4th  Admiri'Co-. 

?04th  Maint  Bn  (-) 

4t.h  Med  Bn  (-) 

4th  S  &  T  Bn  (-) 


TF  1-10  Cav 


1-10  Cav  (-) 

Co,  1-69  itnnor  (OPCON) 
Co,  1-69  Ax  nor  (OPCON) 
Inf  Plat,  1-8  Inf 
>6  Arty  (-)  DS 
A/3-6  Arty 
C/3-6  Arty 


Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  8-1-6?,  DTG  190400H 


Feburary  1967. 

1st  Bde.  4th  Div 

HHC,  1st  Bde 
2-8  Inf 
2-35  Ini 

6-29  Arty  (ProvJ  DS 
A/4-42  Arty 
C/2-9  Arty 
Co  A,  4th  Engr  (-) 

Co  1-8  Inf  (OPCON) 

Tm  #9  41st  CA  Co 
Trnl  To.  1B/I24th  Si*  Bn 


TF  1-69  Armor 

1-69  Armor  (-) 

C/3-4  Cav  (-) 

Flat,  1-8  Inf 
B/3-6  Arty  DS 

B/7-13  Arty  (atch  3-6  Arty) 

TF  1-10  Cav 

1-10  Cs.v  («) 

Co,  1~?69  /amor  (OPCON) 


Incluaure  3 

CONPlOENTtAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

1st  Plat,  4th  liP  Co  Co,  1-69  Armor  (OPCON) 

Cl  Sec  B/4th  ked  Bn  Plat.  1-8  Inf 

Contact  Tm  D/704th  Maint  Bn  3-6  Arty  (-)  DS 

Bde  Avn  Sec 

FAC  Party  Div  Arty 


2d  Bde.  4th  Dlv 

HHC,  2d  Bde 
1-12  Inf 
1-22  Inf 

4- 4 2  Arty  (Prov)  DS 
B/4-42  Arty 
C/4-42  Arty 

237th  Radar  (OPCON) 

Plat,  Co  B,  4th  Engr  Bn 
Tm  #8,  4lst  CA  Co 
3d  Defc,  374th  RRC 
2d  Plat,  4th  MP  Co 
Cl  See,  C/4th  Med  Bn 
Contact  Tin,  C/704th  l.alnt  Bn 
FAC  Party 

TF  1-8  Inf 

1-8  Inf  (-) 

5- 16  Arty. (Prov)  DS 
A/6-29  Arty 
B/6-29  Arty 

TF  3-8  Inf 

3-8  Inf 
C/6-29  Arty  DS 


HUB,  Div  Arty 

6-14  Arty  (-)  GS  (OPCON) 
A/6-14  Arty  GSR  4-42  Arty 
(Prov) 

5-16  Aj-ty  (-) 

V5-16  Arty  GS 
C/5-16  Arty  GS 
D/5-16  At ty  GS 
Plat/B/6-29  Arty 
235th  Radar  (OPCON) 

Plat,  1-8  Inf 

Div  Troops 

HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 
4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

4th  Avn  Bn  (-) 

124th  Sig  Bn  (-) 

43d  Cml  Det 
29th  Mil  Hist  Det 
41st  CA  Co  (-) 

33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog)  (-) 
4th  Div  TACP 
4th  MI  Det 
4th  MP  Co  (-) 

DISCOM 


No  change  from  FHiUO  8-1-67 

k.  Task  organization  at)  changed  by  FRAGO  9-1-67  effective 
211810Z  February  1967. 


DELETE:  TF  1-8  Inf 

1st  Bde.  4th  Div  TF  3-8  Inf 

ADD:  1-8  Inf.‘  (-)  ADD:  5-16  Arty  DS 

A/6-29  Art y  B/6-29  Arty  (OPCON) 

C/6-29  Arty  (OPCON) 

1.  Task  organisation  as  changed  by  FRAGO  10-1-67  effective 
26G600H  February  1967. 

1st  Bde,  4th  Dlv  2d  Bde,  4th  Div 

HHC,  1st  Bde  HHC,  2d  Bde 


Inclosnre  3  7 

CONFIDENTIAL 


COMF-IDEnITiAI- 


1- 2  Inf 

2- 8  Inf 
2-35  Inf 

6-29  Arty  (Prov)  Do 
A/6-29  Arty 
A/4-42  Arty  (OPCOH) 

C/2-9  Arty  (OPCON) 

Co  A,  4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

Flamethrower  Plat,  HHC  4th  Engr  Bn 
Tm  jff9,  41st  CA  Co 
Tml  Tm  1B/I24th  Sig  Bn 
1st  Plat,  4th  UP  Co 
Cl  Sec,  B/4tti  Mod  Bn. 

Contact  Tib  D/?04th  kaint  Bn 
Bde  Avn  Sec 
FAC  Party 

TF  1-10  Cav 


1-10  Cav  (-) 

Co  1-69  Armor  (OPCON) 

Co  1-69  Armor  (OPCON)  TF  1-69  Amor 

Plat  3-8  Inf  ,  » 

3-6  Arty  (-)  DS  1-69  Armor  (-) 

B/7-13  Arty  C/3-4  Cav  (-) 

'  3  Plat  3-8  Inf 

Div  Arty  .Arty  (Prrv)  DS 

- - i.  ii/3-6  Arty 

6-14  Arty  (-)  DS  A/5-16  Arty  (OPCON) 

A/6-14  Arty 

5-16  Arty  (-)  GS  mJSaSBS. 

C/5-16  Arty'  _  . 

D/5  -16  arty  HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 

4th  Engr  Bn  (») 

DISCOM  6th  Avn  Bn_(~) 

— -  124-h  Sig  Bn  (-) 

Ho  change  from  FHAGO  8-1-6?  436  Cml  Det 

29th  Ml  Hist  Dot 
41st  Cii  Co  (■*) 

33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 
4th  MP  Co  (-) 

4th  lil  Det 

>  .  i  m  a  nn 

4UI1  1XA-V 

m.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  JRAGO  12-1-67  effective 
082300H  fcaren  1967. 


1-12  Inf  ?  0 

1-22  Inf 

4-42  Arty  (Prov)  DS 
B/4-42  Arty 
C/4-42  Arty 

XSt.  oxx.  fttbjr  \\nuwu/ 

Co  B  4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

Tm  #8,  41st  CA  Co 
3d  Det,  374th  EEC 
2d  Plat,  4th  loP  Co 
Cl  Sec,  c/4th  Med  Bn 
Contact  Tm  C/?04th  Kaint  Bn 
FAC  Party 

TF  3-8  Inf 

3-8  Inf  (•-) 

5-16  Arty  (Prov)  DS 
B/6-29  Arty  (OPCON) 

C/6-29  Arty  (OPCOIi) 


1st  Bde.  4th  Div 


HHC,  1st  Bde 

1- 8  Inf 

3-8  Inf  (eff  9  Mar  67) 

2- 35  junx 


|F  1-10  Cav 

1-10  Cav  (-) 
Co  1-69  Armor 
C/3-4  Cav  (-) 
pigK.  2-8  Inf 


CONFIDENT!  At 


Inolosure  3 


'■•**’* 


'll 


CONFIDENTIAL 


6-29  Arty  (Prov)  DS 
A/6-29  Arty 
C/6-29  Arty 

C/o  n  a  —f  t  nonnw  \ 

I  c.—  7  ivi  Ljr  \  u*  v/uii  / 

Co  A,  4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 
Flamethrower  Plat,  HlIC, 

Tml  Tm,  1B/I24th  Sig  Bn 
1st  Plat.  Ath  HP  Co 
Cl  Sec,  B/4th  Led  Bn 
Contact  Tin,  B/704th  14a int  Bn 


3-6  Arty  (-)  DS 
B/7-13  Arty 


n<p  2-8  Inf  (aff 


o  A7\ 

—  -  / 


4th  Engr  Bn  2-8  Inf  (-) 

5-16  Arty  (Prov)  DS 
B/6-29  Arty  (OPCON) 
A/4-42  Arty  (OPCON) 


2d  Bde.  4th  Div 


TF  1-69  Armor 


HHC,  2d  Bde 

1-12  Inf 
1-22  Inf 

4-42  Arty  (Prov)  DS 
B/4-42 
C/4-42 

1st  SLT  29th  Arty  (OPCON) 
Co  B,  4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

3d  Det,  374th  RRC 
2d  Plat,  4th  MP  Co 
Cl  Sec,  c/4th  Med  Bn 
Contact  Tm,  C/704th  Maint  Bn 


1-69  Armor  (-) 

Plat  2-8  Inf 
3-16  Arty  (Prov)  DS 
B/3-6  Arty 
A/5-16  Arty  (OPCON) 

Div  Arty 

HUB,  Div  Arty 
6-14  Arty  GS 
5-16  Arty  GS 
Plat,  2-8  Inf 


DISCOM  Div  Troops 

No  charge  from  FRnGQ  8-1-6?  HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 

4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

4th  Avn  Bn  (-) 

124th  Sig  Bn  (-) 

43d  Cml  Det 
29th  Mil  Hist  Det 
33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 
4th  MI  Det 
4th  Div  TACP 
41st  CA  Co  (-) 

4th  MP  Co  (-) 


172330H  March  1967. 


IdiblA  U  A'^DLI  1  J-tt  Ct  D  .LUI 1  d»  W1WU5CW,  wjf 


C*D  {fir\  T  J.^T  —A/7  a  ro 


1st  Bde.  4th  Inf  Div 

HHC,  1st  Bde 

2- 8  Inf  (-) 

3- 8  Inf 
2-35  Inf 

Plat  A/l-69  Armor 
6-2°  Art-"-  f-A 
~  C/2-9  Arty" (OPCON) 

Co  A,  4th  Engr  Bn 
Tml  Tm  l£/l24th  Sig  Bn 
1st  Plat,  4th  MP  Co 


2d  Bde.  4th  Inf  Div 

HHC,  2d  Bde 
1-12  Inf 
1-22  Inf 
1-8  Inf 

4-42  Arty  (-) 

A/6-29  Art*  (OPCON) 
Co  B,  4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 
Tml  Tm  IC/l24th  Sig  Bn 
2d  Plat,  4th  MP  Co 
Cl  Sec,  C/4th  Med  Bn 


Confidential 


Inclosure  3 


CONPiDEMT/A  L 


Cl  Soc  B/4th  Med  Bn 
Contact  Tin,  D/704th  Kaint  Bn 
FAC  Party 

TF  1-69  /crmor 

1-69  Armor  (-) 

3-6  Arty  (Prov)  US 
B/3-6  Arty 
A/5-16  Arty  (OPCON) 

Plat  C/2-8  Inf 


Contact  Tm,  c/704th  Haint  Bn 
FAC  Party 

TF  1-10  Cav 

1-10  Cav  (-) 

C/3-4  Cav 
B/l-69  /armor 
Plat  C/2-6  Inf 
3-6  Arty  (-)  US 
A/ 4-42  Arty  (-)  (OPCON) 


Div  /irty 


Div  Troops 


6-14  Arty  GS  • 

5-16  Arty  (-)  GS 
C/5-16  Ar ty  GS  Re  inf  4-42  Arty 
D/5-16  Arty  GS  Reinf  6-29  /arty 
1-92  Arty  GS  (approx  1  April) 
Plat  C/2-8  Inf 


No  Change  from  FRAGC  12-l-'6? 
DISCOM 


No  change  from  FR»*GO  8-1-6? 


o.  Task  organization  as  changed  by  FRAGO  16-1-67  effocaive 
281600H  March  196?. 


1st  Bde,  4th  Div 

HHC,  1st  Bde 
1-12  Inf 
1-8  Inf 
3-8  Inf 
6-29  Arty  DS 

b/4~42  Arty  (OPCON) 
C/4-42  Arty  (OPCON) 
237th  Radar  (OPCON) 

Co,  2-8  Inf 
0/3-4  Cav  (-) 

Go  A,  tfch  Engr  Bn  (-)  DS 
Tml  Tm  B,  124th  Sig  Bn 
1st  Plat,  4th  LP  Co 
FAC  Party 

TF  1-69  Armor 

1-69  Armor  (-) 

3-6  Arty  (-)  DS 

A/5-16  Arty  (OPCON) 
Plat,  C/2-8  Inf 

Div  Arty 


2d  Bde.  4th  Div 

HHC,  2d  Bde 
2-8  Inf  (-) 

1-22  Inf 

Plat,  B/l-69  Armor 

4-42  Arty  ( -)  DS 
0/2-9  Arty  (OPCON) 

A/3-6  Arty  (OPCON) 

1  Sit,  29th  Arty  (OPCON) 
Co  B,  4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

Sqd  Co  D,  4th  Engr  Bn  (■=) 
(OPCON  on  order) 

Tml  Tm  1  C/l2Ath  Sig  Bn 
2d  Plat,  4th  Iff’  Co 
FAC  Party 

TF  J-10  Cav 

1-10  Cav  (-) 

C/3-6  Arty  DS 

Div  Troops 

HHC,  4th  Inf  Div 
4th  Avn  Bn  (-) 

4th  Engr  Bn  (-) 

124hh  Sig  Bn  (-) 

43d  Cnil  Det 
29th  '/Ii?s  Hist  Dot 


6-I4  Arty  GS 

5-16  Arty  GS 

D/5-16  Arty  GSR  6-29  Ar  ty 


Inclosure  3 


10 


CoHP\DENT-|Al 


CONinDENriAL 


1-92  Arty  GS  (1  April) 
P/6-40  Arty  GS  (1  April) 
235th  Radar  lOPCOi!) 


33d  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 
50th  Inf  Plat  (Set  Dog) 
4th  HI  Det 
4th  HP  Co  (-) 

4th  Div  TACP 
41st  CA  Co  (-) 


§ 


| 

l 

I 
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p  Towns  I 
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MAP  f  :5T0,000  *ERIE*  L7014-  (FOR.  5MEET  NW>,  *EE  t>ARA3j 
COMBAT  AFTER,  ACTION  UEPOW-4AM  HOUSTON). 


77 

_ 65 


B SZ  5TWKE.  A&EA* 


MAP  li^O.OOO  4ERIEL5  L7014-  (FOR.  *AW  m>,  $LE  PARA3, 
^WBAT  AFTER.  ACTION  REPORT- $AM  HOUSTON). 
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Inclosure  5  CoKlFlDElNlTl  /\L 


5^  j'.  /^oO§^<rv&,c3  s?  <»  it 


^  urn  cb 

lo&Or 
,<^  <0^1? 


«g§bw 

gg® 

S~C^3 

"Co 

OOP 
&<Pn 

#& 

v^c,^'*s 

,r^?p 
Wo 
®<ac?o  . 
oo^a 


00 


ag&S* 


QO’ 

<*& 

c?**#5 


<£> 


P3% 
?«<T 

c?ffi30 

^?Oc3 

v:oo 

$f? 

-*.  i*^* .  ■*>  _ 

^vO  vf'0 

dS..G?» 


©oes 


<3^^^3S^^c3.<5...  _____  _ 

n  s^sM^0 


^ob  * 


V5-> 


teWr,‘  CON  FI  dtvrr  |M 


COMF1  DEKTriAL 

KUvING  INCIDENTS  (C) 


PTC? 

UNIT 

LOCATION 

TYPE  VEH 

CAS 

DAMAGE 

041030  Jan 

20  Eng  Bn* 

ZA  170153 

5  Ton 

Keg 

Light 

O4I2I5  Jan 

B/l-lO 

YA  765213 

AFC. 

2  US  WIA 

Heavy 

041300  Jan 

20  Eng  Bn* 

ZA  195195 

5  Ton 

Neg 

Heavy 

091240  Jan 

C/3^4 

ZA  120512 

APC 

2  US  WIA 

Moderate 

181628  Jan 

HQ  1-69 

YA  902387 

Tank 

Neg 

Moderate 

150800  Feb 

A/2-8 

YA  678535 

£  Ton 

2  US  WIA 

Heavy 

150855  Feb 

A/2-8 

YA  885530 

M106 

Neg 

Moderate 

160855  Feb 

1-10 

YA  930281 

2£  Ton 

Neg 

Moderate 

160906  Feb 

1-10 

YA  927280 

2£  Ton 

Neg 

Moderate 

160920  Feb 

1-10 

YA  926279 

2|  Ton 

Neg 

Moderate 

161050  Feb 

1-10 

YA  904270 

2$  Ton 

Neg 

Mf>derate 

181050  Feb 

A/1-69 

YA  902364 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

181143  Feb 

C/1-69 

YA  908386 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

181145  Feb 

cA-69 

YA  904383 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

201200  Feb 

2-8 

YA  687532 

APC 

Neg 

Moderate 

201215  Feb 

2-8 

YA  687532 

5  Ton 

3  US  VII'. 

Heavy 

220008  Feb 

a  A -69 

YA  923270 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

220015  peb 

A/1-69 

YA  923270 

Tank 

Nee 

w 

Light 

220015  Feb 

A  A  “69 

YA  923270 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

230831  Feb 

4A-69 

YA  956288 

Tank 

Neg 

Moderate 

272050  Feb 

C/3-69 

YA  934443 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

281035  Feb 

1A0 

YA  9334/44 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

020734  Mar 

C/l-69 

YA  942435 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

071115  Max 

2-8 

YA  738504 

APC 

Neg 

Light 

Inclosure  7 


COK^tD'EKiTiAl- 


COMPIDE^T^L. 


DTG 

UNIT 

LOCATION 

TYPE  VEH 

CAS 

D>il'iAGE 

071115  Mar 

2-8 

YA  738504 

5  Ton 

Neg 

Light 

081735  Mar 

bA-io 

YA  935285 

5  Ton 

Neg 

Light 

101238  Mar 

C/3-4 

YA  901424 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

111435  Mai 

C/3-4 

YA  903386 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

111650  Mar 

1-10 

YA  898407 

VTR 

Neg 

Light 

120145  Mar 

1-10 

YA  898408 

VTR 

Neg 

Light 

130930  Mar 

1st  Log 

Cud* 

ZA  147475 

2^  Ton 

Neg 

Light 

a41240  Mar 

2-35 

YA  848420 

APC 

Neg 

Light 

141600  Mar 

2-35 

YA  687530 

4  Ton 

Neg 

Light 

151443  Mar 

C/>4 

YA  898407 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

151443  Mar 

c/>4 

YA  898407 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

151820  Mar 

2-8 

YA  684531 

APC 

Neg 

Light 

180745  Mar 

B/l-69 

YA  930282 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

201515  Mar 

A/1,-69 

YA  713522 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

2014G5  Mar 

2-35 

YA  713522 

24  Ton 

Neg 

Light 

230730  Mar 

C/3-4 

YA  955441 

Tank 

Neg 

light 

230730  Mar 

C/3-4 

YA  935442 

APC 

Neg 

Light 

230845  Mar 

B/l-69 

YA  999299 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

261122  Mar 

HQ  2  Bde 

YA  927280 

2^  Ton 

Neg 

Light 

261715  Mar 

bA-io 

YA  920269 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

281510  Mar 

B/l-69 

YA  933283 

Tank 

Neg 

Light 

290815  Mar 

6-29 

YA  784470 

3/4  Ton 

2  US  WIA 

Heavy 

290830  Mar 

C/6-29 

YA  782470 

3/4  Ton 

Neg 

Moderate 

010905  Apr 

Recon  2-8 

2/i  086252 

APC 

Neg 

Moderate 

021044  Apr 

HQ  4  Engi 

YA  940287 

Dozer  Tank 

Neg 

Moderate 

Inclosure  7  2 

COHPtDEKlTlAL 


O  N  F I D  i=  NT  i  A  L_ 


DTG 

UNIT 

LOCATION 

TYPE  VEH 

CAS 

DAMAGE 

021125  Apr 

Eecon  2-8 

ZA  098270 

;j> C 

Neg 

Light 

040710  Apr 

C/3-4 

YA  899393 

APC 

Neg 

Moderate 

040735  Apr 

C/3-4 

YA  899395 

Tank 

Neg 

light 

041320  Apr 

m  3-  8 

YA  766219 

5  Ton 

Neg 

Heavy 

TOTAL  INCIDENTS:  53 
*N0TE:  Units  not  OPCON  to  4th  Inf  Div. 


Inclosure  7  3 

CONFNDGHTI/M- 


hu  iM 

mil*  max  tank 

-  14 iUC  MAR  V+  i«H 
'  MVS  ns  er*w 
*0«*9«|  APC  ~  37111 

.  |5J|2«  MA*  AK  (/5  #;||t 


-miiiima*  am 
<5-  *7iiish*k  stw 


\f0ISf  FC9TK 

^ONFIbENTIAL 
MININ6  INCIDENTS 
MAP  1:50,000  $ERIE*  A  7014 
(POR  SHEET  NR 5  5EE  PARA  3, COMBAT  , 
AFTER  AOTION  report- 5AM  HOU$ tow; 


\^-JjO*39MAR  3/4 

'-Z  foils-  MAR  y+ 


/-  261035  FEB  TK 
/-  230730  MAR  APC 
~  272550  FEB  TK 

*''-23073 0  MAK.TR 
*^020734  MAR  TK 


S~  141240  |4AR  A  PC 


/-J0I238  MAR  TK 


120145  MAR  VTR 

huso  har  vtr 

I5I443HAR  TK 
15)44  3  MAtt  TK 


•-C407JS  APR  TK 
-040710  APR  APC 


v-  10(627  JAM  TK 
SS)0ll43  FEB  TK 
\-|;  1435  MAR  TK 
M8II45  FEB  TK 

r — -161050  TEB  TK 


#1050  FEB  ?y% - t 


y-lS0B5l  FEB  TK 

' 0^021044  APR  POZER  TANK 
X^-Oei735MA2  5  TOM 
■CN/^2ei3IO  mar  TK 
'vV-!B0745MAR  TK 
VV-I&0855  FEB  2ft 
\V  25(122  MAR  2ft 
X\V(40P04FEB  2ft 
'\\-(6DP20  FEB  2ft. 
\V^220o08FEB  TK 
\\\-Z200/5f£ft  TK 
V-22 OOI5FE0  TK 
V2M7IJ  MAR  TK 


/-04I2I5  A pC 

.£-041320  APR  S  TON 


TAB  A  +0  INao^UfcE  7 

CONFIDENTIAL- 


y-0012.4-0  JAN  APC 


IAL 

IE*  £7014 
PARA  3 fC(MBAT  . 
m-  $AM  HOUSTON) 


f  I3093O  MAr.  2)4. 


18 103 3  FEB  TK 
230730  MAR  APC 
272030  FEB  TK 

*''“2307 to  M/IR.TK 


s. 


01073*  MAR  TK 


«  MAR  TK 

H5MA&  VT* 

►0  HAt  VTR 
A43MAR  TK 
M3  MAR  TK 

>755  APR  TK 
>710  APR  APC 


*27  JAM  TK 
M45  FEB  TK 
435  MAR  TK. 
HAS  FEB  TK 

1060  F(=B  TK 


y-23Ce*5  MAR  TK 


-1TABTI  rr*  Tv 


^-021044  APR  P02ER  TAN'/. 
'  -00173SMAR  5  TON 
201 310  MAR  TK 
100745  MAR  TK 
160055  FEB  Hi 
241122  MAR  2)4 
140004  FEB  2)4 
140020  FEB  2)4 

21000  g  Fee  tk 

110015  FEB  TK 
■2200  IS  FEB  TK 
■24(715  MAR  TK 


IfCLO^UftE  7 

IsITlAL 


J-OUI15  APR  APC 

S-OIOfOf  APR  APC 

iO 


V1 


041030  JAN  6TOM(TA\70I53) 


■20 


041300  JANE  TOM 


CO W Fi  DE- W  T<  A  L 

MINES  EVACUATED  OH  1  ‘ES'IkOl'ED  (C) 


DTP 

LOCATION 

TYPE  MINE 

dest/evac 

191345  Jan 

YA  903387 

1  Chieom  MIA I 

D 

110907  Feb 

YA  943037 

1  US  Claymore 

E 

110907  Feb 

YA  943037 

2  US  A  P 

D 

15U30  Feb 

YA  685530 

5  Ch3.com  MIAI 

D 

161230  Feb 

YA  603547 

4  Chieom  MIAI 

E 

161230  Feb 

YA  603547 

1  Unk  A  P 

E 

17U30  Feb 

YA  675495 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

181415  Feb 

YA  904384 

5  Chicon  MIAI 

D 

18111-5  Feb 

YA  904364 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

E 

181215  Feb 

YA  904388 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

201200  Feb 

YA  687550 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

201201  Feb 

YA  687551 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

0 

221436  Feb 

YA  938285 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

221750  Feb 

YA  934274 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

231345  Feb 

YA  954299 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

021030  Mar 

YA  942435 

2  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

021030  Mar 

YA  942435 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

E 

051545  Mar 

YA  899394. 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

051635  Mar 

YA  900389 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

051720  Mar 

YA  903387 

1  Chicosa  MIAI 

D 

051730  Mar 

YA  903384 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

061505  Mar 

YA  9043 BO 

1  Chicoia  MIAI 

Tk 

1/ 

07U15  Mar 

YA  738504 

1  Chieom  MIAI 

D 

131845  Mar 

ZA  114464 

1  US  M*15  A  T 

D 

141305  Mar 

YA  683530 

2  Unk  A  T 

D 

ADDML  CHARGE 


£  lb  TNT 


8-10  lbs  C-3 
or  C-4 


6  lb  TNT 


s  i  mtmi 

JlD  11U 


Inclosure  6 


CoNlFlOEWTI  AC 


CONFIDEWTI AL. 


PTC- 

LOCATION 

TYPE  MINE 

dest/evac 

151410  Mar 

ik  900444 

1  Unk  A  T 

D 

161620  Mar 

YA  901427 

1  Unk  A  T 

> 

181245  Mar 

YA  760408 

4  VC  Claymore 

D 

181245  Mar 

YA  760408 

2  US  Claymore 

D 

181245  Mar 

YA  760408 

1  Grenade  Mine 

D 

181245  Mar 

YA  760408 

1  Grenade  Mine 

E 

210840  Mar 

YA  902422 

2  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

211015  Mar 

YA  695534 

1  Unk 

D 

211115  Mar 

YA  695533 

2  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

220740  Mar 

YA  902403 

1  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

250745  Mar 

YA  687531 

I  Unk 

D 

260730  Mar 

YA  901431 

1  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

021000  Apr 

ZA  0992?0 

2  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

031000  Apr 

YA  929282 

1  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

040830  Apr 

YA  899396 

1  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

040845  Apr 

YA  898403 

1  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

040900  Apr 

YA  898406 

1  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

040945  Apr 

YA  898406 

1  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

040958  Apr 

YA  901421 

1  Chicom  MIAI 

D 

051225  Apr 

ZA  089519 

1  Chicom  MIAI 

E 

TOTAL 

MINES  66 

Total  Destroyed  56 
Total  Evacuated  10 


Confidential 


AnPML  CHARGE 


Satchel  Cliarge 


Unk  size  booster 


Booby  Trapped 
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CO/OriDt/OT!4L 

MINE!  mCUAm>  tPEfTROYFP 

MAP  K5C},000  5FRIF5  L7W 
(T Oft  <4 EFT  WP6/,FF  pARA?,  F<?MPAT 
AFTER  AfMAN  REPORT-  6AMHOVTON) 


•  iwnoFeftCS-*) 

(YAtoaTJW) 


I7I/3OFE0  (>-£»> 


07/J/W  MAR  O-o) 


ISHIOMl 


yW »r  MAK(l  t)to-V) 


^&07jo  l> 1M( 

s-iioe**## 

/  yiblbio  *4 

V  040H58  APt 

r  c>4»846  MPRC^ 
A.04oloo4PSl2-; 
yitolAO  M 
s- o*o83o  aPR(i- 
S-t>S>$45  MAR  6-0 
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y-Ofitvf  i 
V  JgHJS  « 


NOT  wp/creo  ON  OVfKLAJ 
uoio7  m  vmsoarf'-'X'-rt 


LC6CNP: 


((c)-  EVACOMG0 
Co)  -P£5T*»Ti*' 


05/720  MAR  O' 
V-  051730  MAR  O' 


TAB  a  to  INCL(yHJRE  8 

CO/OnbEiOT\AL 


D 

ftfMPAT 

WSTON) 


pans  sm 
'<H» 


M&9  KMO+i-f \ 


S  I$I4 10 MAR  (he) 


y  02 1030  MAR 


s-2U>72>  piMO-B) 

/•  2 10g*t  MAR 

/  yltlkzo  n« 

v 040158  APRCi-d 


r  04tB4e  ^PRO-P) 
A.04o<Wo4P*i2-i>'>  r  A 
y  21014 O  MAR  ^i-Si 
/- 0*0830  APfl(l-P) 

r os i 6*9  MAR  0-2) 

^  Of  >635  MAK  (i-p) 

f°  n  11/3/5  joulhv) 

J  V  181 2/ J  rfBt'-*) 
yosifes  MJtKii-f) 

V  1 8  His  foe  0-*Hf-o) 
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/-OSI720  MAR  O'O) 

•<-05)730  MAR  (l-P'i 


10 


r-  23134&FE.B  (l-P) 


,  031000  AMh-o) 

S  y-3213+i  F£B  0*8) 


OZiooo  AFt-t'd  -%. 


22  J 760  FgO (t-P) 


^>r. 


C.ON9!0EWriAL 

MORTAR  ATTACKS  (C) 

' 


DTG 

UNIT 

LOCATION 

RDS 

TYPE 

CAS 

032015  Jan 

2-4  Fwd  CP 

YA  845453 

40 

82mn 

12  WIA 

061945  Jan 

A/2-35 

BR  209525* 

12 

82mm 

Neg 

141700  Feb 

^4  S-5  CP 

AR  227380* 

2 

82mm 

Neg 

142230  Feb 

3-4  Fwd  CP 

YA  850455 

40 

82mm 

9  WIA 

150707  Feb 

.  C/1-12 

YA  608543 

22 

82mm 

Neg 

150745  Feb 

B/L-12 

YA  610601 

3 

82mm 

Neg 

161350  Feb 

C/2-8 

YA  675495 

70 

60/82mm 

Contact  (Bee 
Inc-1  10.  ) 

172250  Feb 

W2 

YA  603547 

5° 

60mm 

Neg 

131050  Feb 

A/L-69 

YA  902364- 

4 

6Qmm 

Neg 

201940  Feb 

a/1-69 

ZA  110271* 

100 

82mm 

Neg 

211730  Feb 

B/2-8 

YA  689593 

60 

82mm 

Contact  (see 
Incl  10  ) 

220008  Feb 

A/1-69 

YA  923270 

10 

82mm 

Neg 

220155  Feb 

B/2-8 

YA  689593 

40 

82mm 

1  KIA,  27  WIA 

221850  Feb 

1-22  FSB 

YA  613602 

15 

82mm 

Neg 

23225O  Feb 

A/2-35 

YA  660514 

30 

82nm 

Neg 

022145  Mar 

1-12  FSB 

YA  603  547 

50 

82mm 

2  KIA,  2  WIA 

030131  Mar 

1-12  FSB 

YA  603547 

40 

82uui 

Neg 

031025  Mar 

B/i-12 

YA  590622 

40 

82mm 

2  WIA 

031310  Mar 

A/1-12 

YA  580616 

15 

82mm 

Neg 

040830  Mar 

C/3-4 

BR  17?519* 

3 

82mm 

Neg 

091840  Mar 

1-22  FSB 

YA  613602 

60 

82nsa 

1  WIA 

121405  Mar 

1-22  FSB 

YA  613602 

62 

82mm 

14  WIA 

120952  Mar 

A/2-35 

YA  658486 

30 

60mm 

Neg 

131917  Mar 

3*35  FSB 

YA  675536 

45 

60cm 

Neg 

Inclosure  9  _ 

CONFIDENTIAL 


COMFiOEHTlM- 


DIG 

UNIT 

LOCATION 

RDS 

TYPE 

CAS 

130107  Mar 

3-22  FSB 

YA  613602 

109 

82nm 

3  WIA 

132300  Mar 

LZ  3T 

YA  850455 

100 

82 ram 

47  WIA 

140105  Mar 

1-22  FSB 

YA  610600 

32 

82niffi 

Neg 

140436  Mar 

2-35  FSB 

YA  676537 

80 

60/32m»i 

24  WIA 

140715  Mar 

C/3-8 

YA  654472 

6 

60imii 

Neg 

140120  Mar 

LZ  3T 

YA  850455 

230 

82nnt 

3.  KIA;  13  WIA 

160340  Mar 

A./3-8 

YA  686476 

10 

02®ci 

Neg 

160918  Mar 

B/l-12. 

YA  758386 

2 

8?JiJiti 

Meg 

162100  Mar 

1-12  FSB 

YA  757386 

60 

82cm. 

10  WIA 

201020  Mar 

'  I-69 

BR  075396* 

6 

60nci 

Keg 

211535  Mar 

C/2-35 

YA  680 5 60 

32 

82aai 

Contact  (see 

Incl  10.  ) 

211930  Mar 

2-35  FSB 

YA  675533 

30 

82m& 

Nog 

211845  Mar 

A/2-35 

YA  66576 

6 

82hm 

Neg 

212100  Mar 

A/2-35 

YA  665576 

50 

82jnn 

Neg 

220610  Mar 

A, C/2-35 

YA  63356? 

30 

32mm 

Neg 

240140  Mar 

A/2r35 

YA  676563 

60 

82mm 

Neg 

O404IO  Apr 

1-12  FSB 

YA  757386 

id 

82m 

Neg 

TOTAL  NUMBER  ROUNDS  RECEIVED:  1641 
•^Locations  not  shown  or.  overlay. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL  SUMMARY  OF  OPERATIONS  (C) 

c.  Operations.  The  following  is  a  chronological  stannary  of  combat 
operations  conducted  by  division  during  Operation  SAM  HOUSTON.  Significant 
contacts  are  illustrated  at  inclosurc  11, 

1- January.  During,  the  New  Tear  truce,  the  division  conducted 
local  reconnaissance  and  prepared  for  future  operations. 

2  January.  Division  units  continued  patrolling  activities  and 
1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  began  security  operations  along  route  509,  19  west 
and  14B.  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  commenced  movement  to  Hammond  Airfield. 

3  January.  The  2d  Brigade  CP  located  at  YA850455  was  hit  with 
approximately  AO  82mm  mortar  Pounds  during  a  15  minute  period.  Twelve  soldiers 
were  wounded,  22  vehicles  were  damaged  and  two  individual  weapons  were  de¬ 
stroyed.  The  3d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  completed  movement  to  Hammond 
Airfield  and  come  under  0PC0N  of  the  1st  Cavalry  .Division  (AM). 

A  January.  A  squad  from  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
received  10-15  rounds  of  mortar  fire  west  of  New  PLEI  DJERENG.  One  mining 
incident  on  route  19  west  resulted  in  two  US  WIA, 

5  January, 

6  January.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  received  12 
rounds  of  enemy  mortar  fire  at  BR299525.  One  hospital  building  (empty),  62 
huts  and  51  bunkers  were  destroyed  by  artillery  and  air  strikes, 

7  January.  The  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  assisted  a  VIETNAMESE 
radio  station  under  ground  attack  by  providing  supporting  fires.  The  1st 
Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  captured  six  VCS  and  7300  pounds  of  .  rice.  The  1st 
Battalion,  69th  Armor  received  five  rounds  of  friendly  artillery  fire  at 
IA794518  resulting  in  nine  US  WIA,  The  division  base  camp  went  on  an  alert 
status  in  conjunction  with  an  enemy  mortar  attack  on  Camp  Holloway.  Company 
B,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  was  airlifted  to  AR796A66  to  aid  in  the 
defense  of  Camp  Holloway. 

8  January.  Troop  B ,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavlary  located  11  tons 
of  rice  at  YA974335. 

9  January.  Tliree  tons  of  rice  were  found  at  YA9735.  Company  A, 

2d  Battalion.  35t,h  Infantry  received  two  mortar  rounds  at  BR19G570  resulting 
in  three  US  WIA.  A  base  camp  patrol  apprehended  27  detainees  at  AR806A05= 

10  January.  Riot  control  agents  (RCA)  were  used  to  contaminate 
caves  at  YA693536.  The  base  camp  reaction  platoon  working  with  Company  C, 

1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  captured  15  detainees  during  a  search  of  four 
villages  (AR778430,  AR773418,  AR813534,  and  AR785443). 

11  January. 

12  January.  The  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  located  five  tons  of 

rice. 
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13  January, 

14  January. 

15  January. 


#  16  January.  Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  discovered 

a  VC/NvA  hospital  site  consisting  of  45  huts  at  YA685538. 

17  January. 

18  January. 

19  January.  One  helicopter  from  the  4th  Aviation  Battalion 
received  small  arms  fire  at  ZA172586,  causing  one  US  KIA,  three  US  WIA  and 
damage  to  the  helicopter^  hydraulic  system. 

20  January.  Troop  B,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  received  small* 
arms  fire  at  ZA100520,  An  enemy  complex  of  eight  foxholeB  and  machine  gun 
emplacements  surrounded  by  punji  stakes  was  destroyed  near  ZA154267.  Company 
C,  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  destroyed  five  bunkers  at  YA913358  and  one  bunker 
at  XA914361. 

21  January. 

22  January, 

23  January.  A  Civilian  Irregular  Defense  Group  Company  operating 
with  the  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  located  two  rice  caches  totaling  2200 
pounds. 

24  January.  Troop  D,  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  provided  armed 
helicopter  support  to  the  PHU  NH0N  area  with  action  resulting  in  two  ^MC  KIA. 
Other  elements  of  the  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  located  a  1000  pound  rice 
cache  at  ZA003331. 

25  January.  A  helicopter  crashed  at  ZA025326  from  mechanical 
failure  resulting  in  two  US  WIA. 

26  January.  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  moved  from  TOY  HOA  by 
air  to  the  4th  Division  area  of  operation  on  2o  January. 

27  January.  Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  destroyed 
seven  huts  and  captured  2500  pounds  of  rice. 

28  January. 

29  January. 

30  January. 

31  January. 

1  February.  A  4th  Aviation  Battalion  0H-23  aircraft  received 
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ground  fire  vicinity  YA738248  and  YA552230,  wounding  the  observer  in  the 
shoulder. 


2  February.  Aero-rifle  platoon,  Troop  D,  1st  Squadron,  10th 
Cavalry  conducting  a  search  and  clear  operation  located  400  pounds  of  rice 
vicinity  ZA038452. 

3  February.  At  2250  hours,  a  report  was  received  that  Special 
Forces  camp  at  DUC  CO  was  having  internal  problems  with  contact  erupting  be¬ 
tween  US  and  ARVN  Special  Forces  elements.  One  tank  platoon  deployed  to  a 
standby  location  approximately  five  kilometers  east  of  DUC  CO  on  Highway  19 
west.  A  principal  staff  officer,  this  headquarters,  and  t  senior  officer 
from  II  Corps  (ARVN)  sent  to  DUC  CO  to  take  charge  and  restore  order.  Platoon 
size  patrol  2d  Battalion,  &th  Infantry  made  contact  with  three  NVA  vicinity 
YA691530  resulting  in  the  capture  of  one  NVA  and  one  AK-47.  The  same  patrol 
located  a  base  camp  area,  vicinity  YA 684523,  containing  approximately  50  huts 
and  30  bunkers.  All  were  destroyed, 

4  February.  A  patrol  from  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
discovered  and  destroyed  20  bunkers  vicinity  YA683537.  Base  camp  reaction 
platoon  conducted  search  and  clear  operation  in  village  at  AR877364  arid 
apprehended  three  VMCS  and  one  informer.  Six  bunkerB  at  YA565517  were 
destroyed  by  air  strikes. 

5  February;  1st  Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  discovered  and  destroyed 
a  tunnel  complex  with  barbed  wire  entanglements  at  YA899445.  Air  strikes  in 
support  of  division  operations  destroyed  16  huts  and  15  bunkers. 

6  February.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  on  a  search 
and  destroy  mission  destroyed  32  bunkers  and  two  huta  at  YA718399.  Company  A, 
2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  on  a  search  and  destroy  mission  located  and 
destroyed  50  bunkers  at  YA951082  and  25  bunkers  at  YA964105.  Also  at  the 
latter  location  they  destroyed  200  pounds  of  rice,  50  pounds  salt  and  six  huts. 
Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  patrol  received  sniper  fire  resulting 
in  one  US  WlA.  Base  camp  perimeter  received  small  arms  fire  from  0125  to 
0400  hours. 


7  February.  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  destroyed  10 
bunkers  at  YA960100.  They  also  destroyed  10  bunkers  with  overhead  cover  and 
200  rounds  7.62  machine  gun  ammunition  vicinity  IA906105,  and  five  huts  vicinity 
YA935076.  Air  strikes  in  support  of  division  operations  destroyed  eight 
bunkers  and  three  hut3. 

8  February.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  destroyed  50 
huts  in  vicinity  of  YA687544. 

9  February,  Division  helicopter  crashed  vicinity  of  YA7-14384,  no 
injuries,  but  damage  unknown,  2d  Brigade  reoondo  made  contact  at  YA5&7561 
with  an  unknown  «ize  force;  one  US  WIA.  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  2d  Battalion, 
8th  Infantry  being  landed  at  YA714384  sustained  eight  WIA's  while  jumping 
from  helicopters.  Company  C,  2d  Battalr.on,  8th  Infantry  located  and  destroyed 
20  foxholes,  10  with  overhead  cover. 

10  February.  A  2d  Brigade  recoodo  patrol  received  small  aims  and 
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automatic  weapons  fire  at  YA 579524.  Fire  was  returned;  results  were  three  q 
NVA  KIA;  two  US  WIA.  7 

11  February.  Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  destroyed 
30  huts  at  YA925055. 

12  February.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion.  22d  Infantry  and  Company 
C,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  QPCON  to  2d  Brigade  moved  Across  the  NAM 
SATHAY  River  at  YA64256I. 

13  February. 

14  February.  At  £230  hours  2d  Brigade  Forward  CP  at  YA850455 
received  70  mortar  rounds  resulting  in  nine  WIA. 

15  February.  At  'V.30  hours  Company  C,  1st  Battalion  12th  Infantry 
made  squad  size  sweep-  out  from  the  perimeter  of  their  fire  support  base.  The 
sweeps  on  the  northern  side  of  the  perimeter  met  negative  resistance,  however, 
the  sweep  to  the  southeast  and  the  sweep  to  the  southwest  met  heavy  automatic 
weapons  fire  approximately  100  meters  from  the  perimeter.  The  two  squads 
began  withdrawing  back  toward  the  perimeter.  One  returned  without  difficulty, 
the  other  was  pinned  down  in  a  ravine  fop  an  hour  before  it  was  able  to  move 
back  inside  the  perimeter.  Artillery  and  air  strikes  were  called  into  the 
area.  These  had  to  be  brought  in  closer  as  the  enemy  kept  moving  towards  the 
perimeter  in  spite  of  heavy  small  arms  and  machine  gun  fire.  During  the 
morning  40-50  mortar  rounds  were  received,  but  caused  no  damage.  In  the  same 
period,  several  attacks  were  made  on  the  perimeter  from  the  south  and  southwest 
with  the  eneny  advancing  to  viithin  30  meters  of  the  bunkers  occupied  by 
Company  C. 


At  1330  hours,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  (-)  began  reinforce¬ 
ment  with  the  two  remaining  rifle  companies.  As  the  aircraft  approached  the 
landing  zone,  they  received  a  heavy  volume  of  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons 
fire.  Eventually,  eight  ships  were  able  to  land  approximately  two  squads  of 
Company  B,  but  all  received  hitw  as  they  lilted  out  of  the  landing  zone.  The 
two  squads  from  Company  B  and  a  squad  from  Company  C  began  a  sweep  to  the 
south  anu  southwest  of  the  perimeter,  and  made  heavy  contact.  By  this  time 
the  rest  of  Conpany  B  had  landed  and  moved  out  of  the  perimeter  to  link  up 
with  the  composite  platoon  and  continue  the  sweep.  They  too  were  hit  by  a 
heavy  volume  of  small,  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire.  Company  B  soon  had 
two  platoons  pinned  down  and  cut  off  from  the  perimeter. 

Company  A  and  the  battalion  CP  accompained  by  the  81mm  and  4.2 
inch-  mo  rtars  completed  their  lift-  into  the  LZ  by  1720  hours.  Company  A  was 
irmediately  sent  out  to  assist  Company  B.  Company  A  formed  a  corridor  and 
Company  B  began  evacuating  their  dead  and  wounded  back  to  the  perimeter.  The 
81mui  mortars  provided  close  support  for  Company  A  with  the  4.2  inch  mortars 
providing  blocking  fires  to  the  south  and  west.  After  much  fierce  fighting,, 
heavy  use  of  supporting  fires  and  the  cover  of  darkness;  the  two  companies 
were  able  to  break  contact  and  move  into  the  perimeter;  closing  by  2000  hours. 
Air  and  artillery  were  employed  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  sweeping. -the  battle 
area. 

A  sweep  of  the  area  on  the  16th  discovered  113  NVA  KIA  (BC), 
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four  NVAC  WIA,  30  AK-47 1 s ,  six  SKS  rifles,,  eight  B-40  rocket  launchers,  a 
large  quantity  of  field  gear, 

US  losses  were  12  KIA  and  32  WIA. 

1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  helilifted  into  new  fire  support 
bass  at  Y/.6I36Q2  and  received  sniper  fire  resulting  in  one  US  WIA. 

16  February.  4th  Aviation  Battalion  UH-1D  craft  received  damaging 
ground  fire  and  was  forced  to  land  at  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry's  fire 
support  base.  Base  camp  patrol  fired  upon  by  snipers;  reaction  platoon  com¬ 
mitted  in  support  of  patrol  and  apprehended  nine  detainees.  Four  mining 
incidents  on  ro’ute  19 'west. 

Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  At  1245  hours,  the  1st 
platoon  made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  enemy  forte  at  YA6725o£  As  the 
platoon  returned  fire  and  maneuvered,  the  enemy  force,  larger  than  initially 
estimated,  attempted  to  outflank  the  platoon.  The  platoon  leader  .reorganized 
his  forces  into  a  perimeter  and  called  for  artillery.  Because  of  the  noiso 
and  thick  vegetation,  he  was  unable  to  adjust  the  artillery  by  sound  or  sight, 
but  was  able  to  talk  gunships  in  close  to  his  perimeter  for  close  support. 

The  enenjy  fires  were  very  intense  with  a  preponderance  of  automatic  weapons 
fire,  many  sniper  positions  and  effective  mortar  rounds. 

The  company  (-)  from  their  night  location  moved  aggresiVely 
through  harassing  sniper  fire  to  reinforce  the  1st  platoon.  Close  in  artillery 
and  air  fires  were  called.  The  company  formed  a  corridor  and  withdrew  to  more 
advantageous  ground  to  the  rear. 

Shortly,  after  the  establishment  of  the  new  perimeter,  the  enemy, 
using  the  dense  foliage  for  concealment,  attempted  to  crawl  close  to  the 
perimeter  and  throw  grenades.  They  also  employed  B~40  rockets  and  at  1  ast 
four  heavy  machine  guns. 

At  this  time,  approximately  1545  hours?  the  NVA  appeared  to  become 
confused,  misoriented,  and  lost  much  of  their  momentum.  This  was  due  in  a 
large  part  to  the  extremely  close  air  support  and  the  heavy  volume  of  small 
arms  fire  used  against  the  massed  attacks.  The  M-16  rifle  and  M?9  cannister 
round  proved  highly  effective  at  such  close  ranges. 

The  eneny  casualties  were  114  KIA  (BC)  and  an  additional  200  NVA 
were  estimated  as  casualties. 

Friendly  casualties  were  23  KIA  and  21  WIA. 

Approximately  the  same  time  at  YA598615,  Company  A,  1st  Battalion, 
22d  Infantry  was  moving  west  with  one  squad  out  as  point.  The  point  made 
contact  with  an  enemy  force  that  was  apparently  moving  east.  The  point  squad 
deployed  and  soon  became  pinned  down  by  a  heavy  volume  of  automatic  weapons 
fire. 

The  undergrowth  in  this  area  was  extremely  dense.  The  enemy  took 
advantage  of  this  and  deployed  numezous  accurate  snipers  in  the  trees  and 
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undergrowth  very  close  to  Company  A’e  position.  ^ 

Company  A  organized  a  defensive  perimeter  and  began  using  close 
artillery  support  and  air  strikes  including  CBU  and  naplam.  A  heavy  volume 
of  fire  was  placed  on  sniper’s  positions  as  soon  as  they  were  determined. 

Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  moved  toward  Company  A's 
perimeter  and  its  point  squad  made  contact  about  250  meters  out.  The  companies 
linked  up  and  the  ^numy  appeared  to  bceak  contact.  A  sweep  of  the  battle  area 
resulted  in  further  contact  with  a  large  number  of  snipers,  Air  and  artillery 
were  used.  The  enemy  appeared  to  withdraw  to  the  northwest.  The  sesults  of 
tills  euiibaCi*  Were  33  nxAj  tiiu  H^nii  ITicuiiiiiio,  ^uiid,  two  SuS  and  eijc 
captured.  Friendly  losses  were  20  KIA  and  21  WIA, 

17  February.  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
patrolling  south  of  the  fire  support  base  found  one  NVA  WIA,  15  bunkers  and 
blood  trails  indicating  numerous  casualties  from  engagement  on  the  15th. 

Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  while  placing  defcons  on  their  night 
position,  received  one  friendly  round  resulting  in  one  US  KIA  and  three  US 
WIA,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry's  fire  support  base  received  60  rounds  of 
mortar  fire.  Two  OH-23  aircraft,  while  conducting  visual  reconnaissance  of 
B-52  strike  area  at  YA568588,  were  forced  down  by  ground  fire  and  burned. 

Attempt  to  helilift  a  rescue  platoon  to  the  scene  was  aborted  because  of  dark¬ 
ness.  The  result  was  four  US  MIA. 

18  February.  Rescue  task  force  was  inserted  at  crash  site  of  two 
UH-23's  and  found  two  KIA’s  in  the  burned  aircraft  and  one  WIA.  One  survivor 
had  left  the  area  to  look  for  water  and  could  not  be  located  When  task  force 
was  extracted.  Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  on  search  and  destroy 
mission  found  15  NVA  KIA,  seven  AK-47*s,  and  one  machine  gun  resulting  from 
engagement  on  16  February,  There  were  three  mining  incidents  on  route  14B. 

19  February.  1st  Brigade  Headquarters  began  movement  from  TUY 
HOA  to  New  PLtil  D TILING  YA850455.  Division  TAC  CP  moved  to  same  vicinity 
and  became  operational.  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  recondo  patrol  made 
contact  with  three  NVA  resulting  in  three  NVA  KIA, 

20  February.  Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  on  a  search 
and  destroy  operation  located  an  enemy  weapons  cache  in  a  hut  at  YA684469 
including  three  60mm  mortars,  four  French  light  machine  guns,  and  ammunition. 
Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  located  three  NVA  KIA  from  previous 
action  while  patrolling  in  vicinity  of  the  battalion  fire  support  base.  For¬ 
ward  base  of  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  received  60-100  rounds  of 
mortar  fire  but  with  negative  damage  or  casualties.  A  UH-1D  helicopter  during 
a  helilift  of  a  platoon  of  the  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  had  an  accident  on 
landing  resulting  in  four  US  WIA.  Two  mining  incidents  on  route  509  resulting 
in  two  US  WIA. 

21  February.  1st  Brigade  completed  airlift  from  TUY  HOA  to  New 
PLfil  DJKRSNG  requiring  a  total  of  75  C-130  sorties. 

The  2d  Platoon,  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  conducting 
a  routine  sweep  of  the  area  east  of  the  company  night  perimeter  at  YA691592, 
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came  upon  a  well  used  trail.  Approximately  the  same  time  the  4th  platoon 
sweeping  the  west  side  came  upon  the  same  trail.  The  2d  platoon  was  in¬ 
structed  to  follow  the  trail  to  the  east  and  the  4th  platoon  to  the  west. 
Two  squads  from  3d  platoon  were  sent  to  reinforce  the  2d  platoon  and  two 
squads  from  the  1st  platoon  were  sent  to  reinforco  tha  4th  platoon. 


The  2d  platoon  toUowcd  the  trail  and  came  to  within  25  meters 
of  what  later  proved  to  he  the  rear  of  an  NVA  heavy  weapons  company  position. 
The  platoon  was  fired  upon  from  the  front  and  from  one  flank.  The  platoon 
returned  the  fire  with  all  organic  weapons.  The  machine  gunners  moved 
forward  and  placed  the  enemy  positions  under  heavy  fire  allowing  the  rest  of 
the  platoon  to  disengage  and  withdraw  through  the  two  squads  of  the  3d  platoon 
which  had  set  up  a  base  of  fire.  Both  platoons  withdrew  back  to  the  company 
perimeter.  Artillery  defensive  concentrations  were  fired  close  to  the  company 
perimetor. 

The  NVA  surrounded  the  perimeter.  Snipers  in  trees,  supported  by 
mortars  and  protected  by  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons,  caused  heavy 
casualties.  With  no  prepared  positions,  the  company  was  pinned  down  by  the 
accurate  sniper  fire.  However,  enemy  reconnaissance  probes  were  repulsed 
and  at  least  15  enemy  snipers  were  killed,  M79  grenade  launchers  firing  the 
shotgun  round  were  very  effective  against  the  snipers. 

Enemy  losses  were:  11  NVA  KIA  (BC),  32  NVA  KIA  (visual  observa¬ 
tion)  and  an  estimated  30  more  NVA  either  KIA  or  WIA  due  to  ground  action. 
Additionally,  75-100  NVA  were  probably  killed  or  wounded  by  air  and  artillery. 

US  losses  wore:  Seven  KIA  and  34  WIA. 

22  February.  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  received  30 
mortar  rounds  inside  the  perimeter  at  0210  hours  resulting  in  one  US  KIA  and 
27  US  WIA.  One  mining  incident  occurred  on  highway  19  West. 

23  Fobruary.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  located  an 
estimated  battalion-size  base  camp  vicinity  YA680606  with  345  bunkers  and  25 
foxholes.  The  complex  was  destroyed.  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry 
on  a  search  and  destroy  operation  located  an  estimated  battalion-size  base 
camp  at  YA676487.  Thirty  bunkers,  each  having  overhead  cover  and  fighting 
positions,  were  discovered  and  destroyed.  One  mining  incident  occurred  on 
highway  19  West. 

24  February.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  on  a  search 
and  destroy  operation  located  19  bunkers,  1000  pounds  of  rice  ana  three  NVA 
bodies  in  shallow  graves  at  YA69359"* 

25  February,,  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  conducting 
a  search  and  destroy  operation  in  conjunction  with  a  MIKE  FORCE  from  C 
Detachment,  USSF  PLEUfU  located  an  estimated  company  size  base  camp  at  YA 
698595  containing  two  NVA  bodies  in  shallow  graves,  25  bunkers,  and  40  poinds 
of  rice. 

Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  moved  out  from  firo 
support  base  501  located  at  YA602547  on  a  search  and  destroy  mission  toward 
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hill  770,  1A583535.  At  approximately  1030  hour  a,  the  point  man  fired  on  an 
NVA,  thus  springing  an  attempted  ambush  (L  shaped  formation).  The  company 
halted  and,  as  the  fire  increased  to  their  Lent,  withdrew  to  the  high  ground 
to  their  rear  and  formed  a  defensive  perimeter.  The  NVA  began  moving  around 
Company  A's  left  flank  in  an  attempt  to  deny  them  the  hill.  At  the  same  time 
the  3d  platoon  became  involved  in  an  intensive  fire  fight  on  the  left.  Enemy 
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the  sniper  fire  on  the  right  was  practically  eliminated.  The  intensive  sniper 
fires  persisted  on  the  left. 

Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  northwest  of  Company  A, 
moved  towards  Company  A  and  closed  at  1500  hours. 

Under  heavy  sniper  fire,  a  landing  2one  wa3  cut.  After  two  vain 
attempts  by  a  CH-47,  two  OH-23* s  were  able  to  evacuate  the  wounded.  One 
helicopter  was  disabled  by  striking  its  tail  rotor  on  a  tree. 

The  enemy  personnel  losses  were  AS  KIA  (BC)  and  three  WIA/CIA, 

all  NVA.. 


Friendly. losses  were  one  KIA  and  30  WIA, 

26  February.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  conducted 
?earoh  of  battle  area  and  located  three  NVA  KIA,  three  NVA  WIA,  12  AK-47’8, 
four  SKS  rifles,  four  light  machine  guns,  one  B-40  rocket  launcher.  Platoon 
from  Company  A,  1st  Battalion  12th  Infantry  made  contact  with  unknown  size 
force;  two  US  WIA.  Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  engaged  and  killed 
two  NVA.  One  mining  incident  resulting  in  four  US  WIA. 

27  February.  Racohdo  patrol,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  made 
contact  with  12  NVA  and  exchanged  fire  resulting  in  two  NVA  KIA;  the  recondo 
patrol  was  extracted.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  received  one 
KIA  and  two  WIA  when  a  friendly  105mm  artillery  round  landed  short.  One 
mining  incident  occurred  on  route  509. 

28  February,  One  short  artillery  round  firing  in  support  of 
Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  resulted  in  two  WIA,  One  81mm  mortar 
round  fell  short  while  firing  a  defcon  for  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  3d 
Battalion,  8th  Infantry  wounding  one  individual.  One  mining  incident  on 
route  509. 


1  March.  Artillery  firing  in  support  of  Company  B,  1st  Battalion, 
8th  Infantry  had  one  round  explode  pre-maturely  in  a  tree  resulting  in  one  US 
KIA. 


2  March.  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry*  s  fire  support  base 
received  50  mortar  rounds  resulting  in  two  US  KIA  and  two  US  WIA.  1st 
Squadron,  10th  Cavalry  had  six  Wlft  as  a  result  of  a  tree  burst  fired  by 
friendly  artillery  vicinity  ZA110275*  An  Armor/lnfantry  team  from  l3t 
Battalion,  69th  Armor  located  and  destroyed  12  bunkers  and  eight  huts. 

Cortpany  B,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  moved  in  a  column  for- 
mat ion,  and  came  under  heavy  sniper  fire.  The  company  was  pinned  down  by  the 
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fires  coming  from  a  heavily  wooded  hill.  Use  of  artillery  and  air  support 
allowed  the  company  to . maneuver  th^ "battalion  reconnaissance ; platoon  wide  to 
the  left  while  the  company  laid  down  a  heavy  volume  of  fire  on  the  enony 
position.  The  attack  was  successful  and  the  onemy  withdrew  to  the  west. 

Enemy  losses  were  two  NVA  KIA,  but  several  large  blood  trailB 
indicated  noro  were  killed  or  seriously  wounded.  Documents  indicated  the 
unit  was  the  19th  Mortar  Company  of  the  3 2d  Regiment. 

Friendly  losses  were  two  WIA 

3  March.  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  recondo  patrol  found  nine 
NVA  bodies  approximately  three  weeks  old  at  YA6755O5.  5th  Battalion,'  16th 
Artillery  located  at  2d  Battalion,  3th  Infantry* s  fire  support  base  had  a 
premature  detonation  on  a  round  40  feet  from  the  muzzle  of  an  3  inch  gun 
resulting  in  one  KIA  and  five  WIA.  Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry 
killed  one  NVA  during  a  combat  assault  into  a  landing  zone  at  YA? 61549.  1st 
Battalion,  12th  Infantry's  fire  support  base  received  approximately  40  rounds 
of  82mm  mortar  fire.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  made  contact 
with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  at  YA590622.  During  the  night  sniper  fire 
and  15  rounds  of  mortar  fire  resulted  in  two  US  WIA.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion, 
22d  Infantry  attacked  a  suspected  enemy  mortar  location.  They  were  engaged 

by  the  enemy  with  small  arms  fire  and  received  15  rounds  of  .  mortar  fire.  The 
enemy  broke  contact  and  withdrew;  results  were  10  NVA  KIA,  one  US  KIA,  and 
nine  US  WIA. 

4  March, 

5  March.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  engaged  12  NVA 
resulting  in  two  NVA  KIA. 

6  March. 

7  March.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  located  500 
pounds  of  rice  at  YA766583.  Two  mining  incidents  occurred  on  highway  509B. 

8  March.  During  a  hclilift  of  l3t  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  a 
UH-1D  crashed  due  to  mechanical  failure  injuring  five  US  and  destroying  the 
aircraft'.  One  mining  incident  occurred  on  route  19  West-- 

9  March.  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  received  60  82mm  mortar 
rounds  at  their  fire  support  base  resulting  in  one  WIA. 

10  March.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  found  enemy 
weapons  and  equipment  cache  at  YA603655.  It:  contained  nine  French,  one 
German  7.9mm,  and  one  US  cal,50  machine  guns,  two  EE-8  telephones,  three 
cases  of  documents  and  books,  and  ammunition  of  various  calibers.  Company  B, 

2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  found  and  destroyed  a  bunker  complex  consisting 

of  40  bunkers  at  YA6Q3655.  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
found  1500  pounds  of  rice  in  a  hut.  A  platoon  from  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry 
found  a  large  bunker  and  living  complex  at  YA598589;  160  bunkers  and  205  huts 
were  destroyed.  One  mining  incident  on  route  14B. 

11  March.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  located  a 
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company  size  defensive  position  with  25  bunkers.  Engineers  in  support  of  1st 
Battalion,  22d  Infantry,  i-enoved  a  mine  field  at  YA903386.  _  One  individual  .  ^  z.- 
stepped  on  a  mine  resulting  in  one  KIA  and  one  WIA.  Two  mining  incidents 
occurred  on  route  14B, 

12  March,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  received  52  rounds  of  62mm 
mortar  fire  in  four , separate  attacks  resulted  in  14  US  WIA,  One  mining 
incident  occurred  on  route  142. 

At  0910  hours,  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  was  moving 
southwest  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  a  B-52  strike  area  from  a  night  location 
at  YA6634S9  when  they  contacted  two  NVA  on  a  parallel  trail  which  were  engaged 
and  killed.  Soon  thereafter  the  company  received  heavy  automatic  weapons  fire 
from  bunkers  very  close  to  their  front.  Attempts  to  maneuver  soon  resulted 
in  the  company. being  pinned  down.  Each  platoon  had  been  allowed,  to  approach 
and  move  inside  a  bunker  complex  before  the  enemy  opened  fire. 

Company  C  was  lifted  to  YA655476  and  began  moving  to  the  nortdiwest 
to  set  up  a  blocking  postiion  southwest  of  Company  A. 

Company  B  was  lifted  to  a  landing  zone  at  YA6A85Q1  by  1530  hours. 

They  moved  towards  Company  A,  About  1300  hours,  the  company  came  under  intense 
fire  from  close  range.  The  enemy  had  allowed  the  company  to  move  to  within 
10  meters  before  opening  fire.  The  company  commander  maneuvered  his  platoons 
on  line  and  gained  fire  superiortiy.  By  this  time  the  company  was  150  meters 
from  Company  A.  Company  B  formed  a  perimeter.  During  this  time  the  enemy, 
employed  a  preplanned  mortar  barrage  hitting  the  right  flank  platoon  of  the 
company.  Company  B  was  directed  to  fall  back,  evacuate  its  casualties,  and 
set  up  a  new  perimeter. 

Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  had  moved  up  to  within 
300  meters  of  Company  A  by  2200  hours  when  Company  C  camo  under  intense 
automatic  weapons  fire.  Further  attempts  to  link  resulted  in  finding  an 
isolated  squad  of  Company  A.  The  confusion  and  darkness  aausod  the  company  to 
establish  a  perimeter  and  wait  for  morning. 

The  NVA  withdrew  during  the  night. 

The  next  day. sweep  was  made  by  all  three  companies  of  tho  battle 
area.  Three  bunker  complexes  wore  discovered  having  several  connecting  trails. 

Enemy  casualties  were  55  KIA  (BC)  and  extinated  200  casualties 

total. 


Friendly  casualties  were:  Co -A  -  six  KIA,  13  WIA;  Co  B  -  seven 
KIA,  2 6  WIA 3  Co  C  ~  five  WIA;  HHC  -  one  KIA,  one  VflAj'  52d  Aviation  Battalion 
—  one  WIA. 

13  March.  1st  Battalion,  3th  Infantry  conducted  a  combat  assault 
at  0645  hours  and  set  up  blocking  positions  at  XA649508,  north  of  2d  Battalion, 
35th  Infantry’s  contact  on  12  March.  At  1130  hours,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
was  helillfted  into  blocking  positions  at  YA?3G505,  southwest  of  the  area  of 
2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry’s  contact.  Search  of  battle  area  by  the  2d 
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Battalion,  35th  Infantry  resulted  in  finding  27  NVA  KIA.  The  2d  Battalion, 
35th  Infantry’s  fire  support  base,  located  at  YA676535»  received  60  mortar 
rounds;  negative  casualties,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry’s  fire  support  baae 
received  121  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  during  six  separate  daylight  attacks; 
results  3  US  WIA. 

.  .  .  .  a  i  it  aa. 

14  March,  3T  complex  received  an  estimated  jxv  rounas  ox  otnw 
mortar  in  an  attack  that  lasted  from  132300  hours  until  140200  hours.  An 
undetermined  number  of  B-4P  rocket  rounds  and  75mm  recoiless  rifle  rounds  were 
received.  From  0655  to  0?®0  hours  3T  again  received  an  estimated  30  rounds  of 
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perimeter  resulted  in'  finding  75 mm  recoiless  shell  casings  and  two  NVA  KIA 
with  C-4  tied  around  their  waists,  Company  C,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  re¬ 
ceived  80  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  in  two  separate  attacks  resulting  in  24 
WIA,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  fire  support  base  received  three  separate 
mortar  attacks  totaling  26  rounds  of  82mm  mortar.  Two  mining  incidents  on 
509B  resulting  in  two  US  KIA  and  one  US  WIA, 

On  the  morning  of  13  March  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry 
was  sent  out  of  the  fire  base  with  the  mission  to  locate  the  enemy  mortar 
position. 


At  night  fall  the  company  halted.  During  the  night,  mortars  were 
heard  leaving  tubes  to  the  northeast.  The  next  morning  the  company  began 
moving  toward  the  northeast.  The  company  became  heavily  engaged  anti  two  pla¬ 
toons  were  pinned  down  after  attempts  to  maneuver.  After  heavy  fighting  and 
with  much  difficulty  the  company  was  able  to  form  a  perimeter  and  call  in 
artillery,  air  and  mortar  fires.  The  enemy  broke  contact  late  in  the  afternoon 
and  withdrew. 

Enemy  casualties  were  29  NVA  KIA  (BC),  and  an  estimated  25  NVA  KIA 
were  removed  from  the  battle  area  by  the  enemy  before  the  area  could  be 
searched. 


Friendly  casualties  were  16  KIA  and  30  WIA. 

15  March.  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  located  11  NVA 
KIA  within  a  bunker  complete  at  YA674504.  Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry 
located  12  NVA  KIA  at  YA674504,  in  the  vicinity  of  their  12  March  contact. 
Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  located  25  NVA  KIA  at  YA600585.  Company 
C  located  five  NVA  KIA  and  one  NVA  WIA  at  YA600583  resulting  from  Company  A’s 
12  March  contact.  Two  mining  incidents  occurred  on  route  509  and  two  more  on 
route  509B. 


16  March.  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  received  10 
rounds  of  82mm  mortars.  1st  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  conducted  a  combat 
assault  in  a  landing  zone  at  YA758368.  The  landing  zone  was  occupied  by  an 
estimated  NVA  platoon  which  engaged  the  first  elements  with  small  arms, 
automatic  weapons  and  command  detonated  mines.  This  action  resulted  in  five 
US  KIA,  13  WIA,  one  UH-1D  destroyed  and  seven  damaged.  Ten /NVA  were  KIA. 
Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  made  contact  with  an  NVA  squad  resulting 
in  seven  NVA  KIA;  two  US  KIA  and  five  WIA. 
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with  an  estimated  N VA.  platoon  at  YA769391  resulting  in  four  NVA  KIA,  one  ITS 
KIA  and  seven  WIA.  Company  G,  1st  Battalion,  12th  Irfantry  made  contact  with  / 
an  unknown  size  NVA  force  resulting  in  ID  NVA  KIA,  one  US  KIA  and  six  WIA,  An 
ambush  patrol,  .lnt  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  killed  two  NVA  at  YA613602. 

18  March,  Patrol  from  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  located  three  750 
pounds  bombs  and  seven  90mm  projection  at  BR063345.  All  were  destroyed  in 
place.  One  mining  incident  occurred  oh  route  19  west. 

19  March. 

20  March.  Patrol  from  1st  Battalion,  69th  Armor  received  an 
estimated  10  rounds  of  60mm  mortar  fire  vicinity  of  BR0754C9*  Two  mining 
incidents  occurred  on  route  509B. 

21  March.  Company .C,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  made  heavy  con¬ 
tact  at  154Q  hours  with  an  estimated  N\  company  at  YA68O56O.  They  were 
receiving  small  arnm,  automatic  weapons  and  mortar  fires.  Contact  was  broken 
at  1739  hours.  Results:  22  US  KIA,  53  US  WIA.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  35th 
Infantry  moved  north  from  battalion  fire  support  base  and  linked  up  with 
Company  C  at  1950  hours.  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry’s  fire  support  base 
received  30  rounds  of  82mn  mortar  fire  at  1930  to  1940  hours. 

22  March.  Company  A  and  C,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  received 
an  estimated  30  rounds  of  82mm  mortsr  fire.  Search  of  the  battle  area  by 
Company  C  revealed  16  NVA , KIA,. 

A  re.ondo  patrol,  1st  Battalion,  8th- Infantry  lost  radio  contact 
for  an  extended  period.  Company  A  and  B,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  were 
sent  to  search  for  them.  At  0730  hours,  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
moving  in  two  columns  came  under  automatic  weapons  fire  around  the  flanks 
bringing  the  entire  company  into  contact.  A  direct  hit  from  a  mortar  round  or 
a  B-40  rocket  round  killed  the  company  conmander  and  artillery  forward  observer 
With  the  resulting  break  in  communications,  effective,  close-in  artillery  fires 
were  not  available.  The  company  fought  most  of  the  engagement  at  close  range 
from  two  separate  perimeters. 

Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  8th  Infaritry  moved  toward  the  sound  of 
the  battle  on  a  company  line.  The  company  became  heavily  engaged.  The 
company  was  temporarily  split  but  soon  reconsolidated. 

The  enecy  eventually  broke  contact  and  withdrew  to  the  southwest. 

Enemy  personnel  losses  were  136  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

US  losses  were  27  KIA  and  48  WIA. 

23  March.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  made  contact 
with  two  NVA  resulting  in  two  NVA  KIA.  Companies  A  and  B,  .1st  Battalion,  8th 
Infantry  encountered  two  NVA  attempting  to  police  the  battle  field.  Result: 
two  NVA  KIA.  Two  mining  incidents  occurred. on  route  509 »  One  mining  incident 
occurred  on  route  19  West. 

24  March.  Companies.  A  an.  8,  2d  Battalion  35th  Infantry  contimi- 
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ing  to  sweep  battle  area  located  21  NVA  KIA.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  35th 
Infantry  located  10  NVA  bodies  estimated  three  days  old  in  shallow  graves. 
Company  A  observed  60mm  mortar  rounds  landing  200  meters  from  their  night 
location;  later  five  60nm  mortar  rounds  landed  outside  their  perimeter. 


25  March. 


26  March.  Three  mining  incidents  occurred  on  route  19  Vest 
resulting  in  two  WIA. 


27  March, 


28  March.  One  mining  incident  occurred  on  route  19  West. 

29  March,  Two  mining  incidents  occurred  on  route  509B. 


30  March.  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  took  34  detainees  during 
a  cordon  and  search  of  a  village  in  A0  northwest  of  PLEIKU. 

31  March,,  2d  Brigade  recondo  patrol  made  contact  with  eight  VMC 
at  0.3 6207  and  resulted  in  six  VMC  KIA,  one  light  machine  gun  capturod. 


1  April.  4th  Aviation  Battalion  UH-1C  received  ground  fire 
forcing  the  helicopter  down.  Two  crewmen  were  WIA  and  the  aircraft  was 
destroyed. 


2  April.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  received  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  fire  vicinity  ZAO 88524  resulting  in  one  US  WIA*  It  also  located 
tvio  tons  of  rice  and  60  pounds  of  salt  at  ZAQ98528.  One  mining  incident 
occurred  on  route  19  West. 

3  April.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  found  300  pounds 
of  lice  in  the  vicinity  of  ZA095181.  During  the  process  of  destroying  the  rice 
two  US  were  WIA  by  punji  sticks.  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  22d  "Infantry 
received  30-40  rounds  of  small  arms  fire  resulting  in  one  US  WIA.  Artillery 
placed  on  suspected  enemy  location  resulting  in  one  NVA  $IA»  3d  Battalion, 

12th  Infantry  returned  to  operational  control  of  the  4th  Infantry  Division  at 

030001. 


4  April.  One  mining  incident  occurred  on  route  14B.  One  mining 
incidont  on  route  19  West. 

5  April.  Company  0,  3d  Battalion,  Bth  Infantry  received  friendly 
81mm  mortar  rounds  resulting  in  12  US  WIA,  The  rounds  were  fired  by  their 
mortar  platoon*  The  accident  was  the  result  of  a  deflection  error.  Company  C, 
1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  located  500  pounds  of  rice  vicinity  ZA107562* 

Operation  SAM  HOUSTON  terminated  052400  hours. 
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1,  (C)  The  following  aerial  defoliation  missions  were  flown! 


a.  18  Feb  67  -  one  C-123  sprayed  approximately  IOOO  gal  of 
defoliant  from  YA6754  to  YA7351. 

b.  26  Feb  67  -  two  C-123* s  sprayed  approximately  2000  gallons  of 
defoliant  from  Y.16670  to  YA6453. 

c.  2  har  6 7  -  three  C-123' s  sprayed  approximately  3000  gallons  of 
defoliant  from  YA6655  to  YA7351. 


d.  4  Har  67  -  two  C-123* s  sprayed  approximately  2000  gallons  of 
defoliant  from  YA?186  to  YA6670. 

e.  12  Mar  67  -  three  C-123* s  sprayed  approximately  3000  gallons 
of  defoliant  from  YA6370  to  YA6354. 

-  f.  16  liar  67  -  two  C-123' s  sprayed  approximately  2000  gallons 
of  defoliant  from  YA7769  to  YA7652. 

g,  24  Mar  67  -  three  C-123* s  sprayed  approximately  3000  gallons 
of  defoliant  from  Yi.8762  to  YA7661. 

h,  27  liar  67  -  three  C-123* s  sprayed  approximately  3000  gallons 
of  defoliant  from  YA6368  to  YA5757  to  YA5953. 

i,  1  Apr  67  -  two  C-123 's  sprayed  approximately  2000  gallons  of 
defoliant  from  YA6670  to  Ya6454. 

J.  3  Apr  67  -  two  C-123* s  sprayed  approximately  2000  galloiis  of 
defoliant  from  YA?620  to  YA7552. 


k.  5  Apr  67  -  two  C-123 *s  sprayed  approximately  2000  gallons  of 
defoliant  from  Y..6563  to  YA  7352. 

2.  (U)  Ground  based  defoliation  was  conducted  using  a  power  driven 

decontaminating  apparatus  along  Highway  509B  Extension  from  2-14  Jan  67. 
Minimal  results  were  obtained,  killing  underbrush  and  leaves  on  samll 
trees  wi.hin  20-30  feet  on  each  side  of  the  rood. 


3.  (C)  Commencing  21  January  1967,  ground  based  defoliation  has  been 

accomplished  from  a  spray  system  mounted  in  a  UH-1D  Helicopters.  The 
following  are  the  targets  and  the  results  achieved  on  each, 

a.  Route  509B  (Extension)  -  YA740503  to  YA655555  -  1225  gal 
ORANGE  -  810  gal  WHITE  -  Results  were; 

(1)  YA740503  -  YA67754?  -  Approximately  80?  leaf  kill  30-50 
meters  each  side  of  the  road. 
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(2)  YA677547  -  45%  leaf  kill  100-150  meters  from  perimeter. 

(3)  YA677547  -  YA655555  -  Approximately  455?  leaf  kill  20-30 
meters  each  side  of  the  road. 

(4)  Visibility  increased  7 5%  in  ail  sprayed  areas-  The  road 
is  now  clearly  discernable, 

(5)  Further  results  cannot  be  stated  due  to  cocmencement  of 
aerial  defoliation  missions  being  flown  over  the  same  area  on  18  Feb  67. 

b.  Route  509B  -  YA802454  to  YA740503  -  HO  gal  ORANGE  -  60  gal 
WHITE  -  Results:  Approximately  30%  leaf  kill  20-30  meters  each  side  of 
the  road. 

c.  Route  509  -  YA870455  to  YA945433  -  50  gal  ORANGE  -  190  gal 
WHITE  -  Results:  Negligible  except  at  bridge  site  vie  YA912450  (25%  leaf 
kill),  project  incomplete  at  end  of  period. 

d.  Route  509  -  ZA0242  to  ZA0443  -  180  gal  WHITE  -  Results: 
Negligible  at  this  time.  Project  incomplete  at  end  of  period. 

e.  Fire  Support  Base  -  YA6160  -  38  gal  WHITE  -  Results:  Approx¬ 
imately  20-3.0%  leaf  kill.  Project  incomplete  at  end  of  period, 

f.  Fire  Support  Base  -  YA757386  -  76  gal  WHITE  -  Results: 
Approximately  20-30%  leaf  kill.  Project  incomplete  at  end  of  period. 

g.  Fire  Support  Base  -  YA760500  -  38  gal  WHITE  -  results: 
Approximately  20-30%  leaf  kill.  Project  incomplete  at  end  of  period. 

h.  Fire  Support  Base  -  YA732504  -  38  gal  WHITE  -  Results: 
Approximately  20-30%  leaf  kill.  Project  incomplete  at  end  of  period. 

i.  LZ  3T  -  YA8545  -  70  gal  ORANGE  -  Results:  Approximately 
85%  leaf  kill  in  all  areas  sprayed. 

NOTE:  (C)  Defoliants  mentioned  above: 

(1)  WHITE  attacks  only  certain  species  of  broedleaf  plants. 

(2)  ORGANGE  attacks  both  broadleaf  and  grasses. 
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one.  LASs  t  PI  £0 

List  of  Abbreviations  Used  in  Teat 

AO  Area  of  Operations 

ARVN  Army  Republic  of  VIETNAM 

CA  Civic  Actions 

CAS  Close  Air  Support 

CIDG  Civilian  Irregular  Defense  Group 

CP  Command  Post 

CSS  Combat  Sky  Spot 

DISCOM  Division  Support  Consa&nd 

DMBC  Dragon  Mountain  Base  Ownp 

DS  Direct  Support 

FAC  Forward  Air  Controller 

FSA  Forward  Support  Area 

FSB  Fire  Support  Base 

fVMAF  Free  World  Military  Assistance  Forces 

GRREG  Graves  Registration 

GS  General  Support 

GVN  Government  of  VIETNAM 

H  &  I  Harassment  and  Interdiction 

ICD  Imitative  Communications  Deception 

IF™  I  Field  Firce,  VIETNAM 

JUSPAO  Joint  US  Public  Affairs  Agency 

WA  Killed  in  Action 

LF  Local  Force 

IXQC  Lard  Lines  of  Communication 

LRKP  Long  Range  Reconnaier-nce  Patrol 
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MEDCAP 

Medical' -Civic  Action  Program 

/ 

MF 

Main  Force 

MIA 

Kissing  in  Action 

MSR 

Main  Supply  Route 

NVA 

North  Vietnamese  Anay 

NVAC 

North  Vietnamese  jinny  Captive 

opcon 

Operational  Control 

pp 

Pre-Planned 

RCA 

Riot  Control  Agent 

RR 

Recoillese  Rifle 

RVN 

Republic  of  VIETNAM 

s  a  d 

Search  and  Destroy 

SP 

Self  Propelled 

TAG 

Tactical 

TAOR 

Tactical  Area  of  Responsibility 

USAID 

United  States  Agency  for  International  Development 

USSF 

United  States  Special  Forces 

VC 

Viet  Cong 

VCC 

Viet  Cong  Captive 

VETCAP 

Veterinary  Civic  Action  Program 

VMC 

Viet  Montagnard  Cong 

VMCC 

Viet  Montagnard  Cong  Captive 

VR 

Visual  Reconnaissance 

VTR 

Vehicle,  Tank  Recovery 

WIA 

founded  in  Action 
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